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Ahmedabad
Dearest Çréla Prabhupäda, 

Please accept our most humble obeisances billions of time. Of course you prefer that we go out and 
preach to the fallen souls billions of times rather than just offering you obeisances. 

Once in 1977 you were sitting in your garden in Våndävana, and Gopäla Kåñëa Mahäräja showed you 
samples of a calendar and diary that had been published for the rst time. You approved and said, “My 
Guru Mahäräja liked things like this. He wanted us to do something. He didn’t like daëòavat class.”

For you, preaching is always the essence. You also said the same thing in your own Vyäsa-püjä offering 
to your Guru Mahäräja in 1961, called Vaiçiñöyäñöakam. 

Second Vaiçiñöya

11. Generally the sannyäsés renounce everything and go and stay in the mountain caves, but you, 
O master, keep your sannyäsés in mansions of marble. 

12. To see a sense enjoyer is just like drinking poison, but you, O my master, go far and near, 
even abroad, to give them your darçana. 

13. Mlecchas and yavanas are forbidden to enter the Hindu temples, but you, my lord, make them 
chairmen and sit them in the assembly of devotees. 

14. Hindus are not allowed to cross the ocean, but you send your devotees overseas to preach. 

15. In the cities of Kali-yuga the instructions of the bona de spiritual preceptors are forbidden. 
Still you remain there in any way possible. 

16. The devotees want to hide in a secluded place to perform their bhajan. You, however, do not 
accept this in your judgment. 

17. Whenever there is an increase in population, in that place preaching work is to be found. 

18. In London you want a student hostel. You explain that it must be very rst-class. 

19. In the land of barbarians a student hostel for preaching hari-kathä! Who can understand the 
signicance of these things?

20. To resolve all the apparently contradictory statements is not the play of some incompetent 
fool. 

Following are some other statements from Your Divine Grace’s Vaiçiñöyäñöakam, written long before 
you started a worldwide mission. This shows that you always had very clear Kåñëa conscious vision and 
that you were dådha-vrata, absolutely resolute in your determination to deliver the world. 

25. But simply a festival of owers and fruits does not constitute worship. The one who serves 
the message of the guru really worships him. 

26. The service of the message is the real meaning of the Vedas. Don’t be proud, brothers. Come 
back to this. 

27. Kälédäsa Nag [a learned man who was defeated by Çréla Bhaktisiddhänta Sarasvaté Öhäkura 
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and later became his disciple] said in public forum one day: 

28. “Kali’s mission is to kill the entire world, while the essential meaning of Lord Caitanya’s mes-
sage is being kept locked up in a cage.”

In the Caitanya-candrodaya-näöakam it is said that Kali (the personication of age of quarrel and 
hypocrisy) has become sad at the appearance of Lord Caitanya. Up until then Kali’s main soldiers, 
such as irreligion, falsehood, lust, anger, and greed, had become very proud that in this age they had 
already captured and disabled all saintly persons by their powerful inuence. But seeing their master, 
Kali, very sad, these soldiers asked him, “Why are you so afraid of just one young inexperienced son of 
a brähmaëas? We have already defeated all great Vedic scholars and learned paëòitas. What can this 
one brähmaëa boy do? 

Kali replied, “Oh, you do not know that this brähmaëa boy is not ordinary. I foresee that He will purify 
all the fallen souls. Simply by His saìkértana he will turn Kali-yuga into Satya-yuga. He is Lord Näräyaëa 
Himself. Indeed, I am fortunate that He is appearing in my jurisdiction. Even though I will be defeated, 
I will be delivered.”

Only Lord Caitanya and His empowered generals like you, Çréla Prabhupäda, can change the face of 
the earth. The Caitanya-bhägavata (Ädi-khaëòa 2.159) says that devotees of Çré Caitanya are so powerful 
that each of them can deliver the whole universe: 

 tomära äjïäya eka eka sevake tomära
 ananta brahmäëòa päre karite uddhära

“By Your [Lord Caitanya’s] order, each one of Your servants can deliver innumerable universes.” Of 
course, this refers to eternally liberated souls like yourself, an associate of Lord Caitanya. We can  
understand some of your glories by reading Caitanya-caritämåta (Madhya 11.94–97), which describes King 
Pratäparudra’s reaction when he saw the Lord’s devotees arriving in Puré from Bengal:

 räjä kahe—dekhi’ mora haila camatkära
 vaiñëavera aiche teja dekhi nähi ära

The King said, “Upon seeing all these devotees, I am very much astonished, for I have never 
seen such an effulgence. 

 koöi-sürya-sama saba—ujjvala-varaëa 
 kabhu nähi çuni ei madhura kértana

“Indeed, their effulgence is like the brilliance of a million suns. Nor have I ever heard the Lord’s 
names chanted so melodiously. 

[Purport:] Such are the symptoms of pure devotees when they are chanting. All the pure devotees 
are as bright as sunshine, and their bodily luster is very effulgent. In addition, their performance of 
saìkértana is unparalleled. There are many professional chanters who can perform congregational 
chanting with various musical instruments in an artistic and musical way, but their chanting can-
not be as attractive as the congregational chanting of pure devotees. If a devotee sticks strictly 
to the principles governing Vaiñëava behavior, his bodily luster will naturally be attractive, and 
his singing and chanting of the holy names of the Lord will be effective. People will appreciate 
such kértana without hesitation. Even dramas about the pastimes of Lord Caitanya or Çré Kåñëa 
should be played by devotees. Such dramas will immediately interest an audience and be full of 
potency. The students of the International Society for Kåñëa Consciousness should note these 
two points and try to apply these principles in their spreading of the Lord’s glories. 

 aiche prema, aiche nåtya, aiche hari-dhvani
 kähäì nähi dekhi, aiche kähäì nähi çuni
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“I have never before seen such ecstatic love, nor heard the vibration of the holy name of the 
Lord chanted in such a way, nor seen such dancing during saìkértana.”

[Purport:] Because the temple of Lord Jagannätha is situated at Jagannätha Puré, many devo-
tees from all parts of the world came to perform saìkértana in glorication of the Lord. All these 
devotees were certainly seen and heard by Mahäräja Pratäparudra, but he herein admits that 
the kértana performed by the associates of the Lord was unique. He had never before heard 
such saìkértana nor seen such attractive features manifest by the devotees. The members of the 
International Society for Kåñëa Consciousness should go to India during the birthday ceremony 
of Lord Caitanya Mahäprabhu at Mäyäpur and perform saìkértana congregationally. This will 
attract the attention of all the important personalities in India, just as the beauty, bodily luster, 
and saìkértana performance by the associates of Çré Caitanya Mahäprabhu attracted the attention 
of Mahäräja Pratäparudra. The associates of Çré Caitanya Mahäprabhu were unlimited during 
the Lord’s presence on this planet, but anyone who is pure in life and devoted to the mission of 
Çré Caitanya Mahäprabhu is to be understood as a nitya-siddha associate of the Lord.

Indeed Çréla Prabhupäda, you brought to the world this wonderful Caitanya avor, which no one 
had any clue about. Your devotees immediately attract everyone who hears the harinäma-saìkértana  
performed by your followers. 

Çréla Prabodhänanda Sarasvaté has described the glories of lord Caitanya’s devotees in his Caitanya-
candrämåta (19, 20, 22, 24, 26):

 tävad brahma-kathä vimukti-padavé tävan na tikté-bhavet
     tävac cäpi viçåìkhalatvam ayate no loka-veda-sthitiù
 tävac chästra-vidäà mithaù kala-kalo nänä-bahir-vartmasu
     çré-caitanya-padämbuja-priya-jano yävan na dåg-gocaraù

Talk of impersonal liberation will not become bitter, the shackles of blind adherence to social 
and Vedic convention will not become loosened, and the tumultuous debate of Vedic scholars 
on the merits of various useless spiritual paths will not cease as long as a devotee who is like a 
bumblebee drinking the nectar of Lord Caitanya’s lotus feet does not appear before the eyes.

 kva tävad vairägyaà kva ca viñaya-värtäsu narakeñv
     ivodvegaù kväsau vinaya-bharam äpürya-laharé
 kva tävat tejo ’laukikam atha mahä-bhakti-padavé
     kva sä vä sambhavyä yad avakalitaà gaura-gatiñu

Where is renunciation? Where is tranquil indifference to the temptations of sense pleasure or 
the torments of hell? Where are great waves of humility? Where is uncommon prowess? Where 
is the path of intense devotion? Where are these virtues shown in the same way as they are in 
those who have made Lord Gaura the goal of their lives?

 äcarya dharmaà paricarya viñëuà
     vicarya térthäni vicarya vedän
 vinä na gaura-priya-päda-seväà
     vedädi-duñpräpya-padaà vidanti

Those who follow the rules of varëäçrama-dharma, worship Lord Viñëu, visit holy pilgrimage 
places, and study the Vedas but who do not serve the lotus feet of the dear devotees of Lord 
Gaura cannot understand the transcendental abode of Våndävana, which is beyond the reach 
of the four Vedas.

 tåëäd api ca nécatä sahaja-saumya-mugdhäkåtiù
     sudhä-madhura-bhäñitä viñaya-gandha-thüthüt-kåtiù
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 hari-praëaya-vihvalä kim api dhér anälambitä
     bhavanti kila sad-guëä jagati gaura-bhäjäm amé

Humbly thinking oneself lower than a blade of grass, possessing natural gentleness and charm, 
speaking words as sweet as nectar, spitting at the insignicant sense gratication of this  
world, being uninterested in worldly affairs, and feeling overwhelming love for Lord Hari are the 
transcendental virtues of the devotees of Lord Gaura.

 ästäà vairägya-koöir bhavatu çama-dama-kñänti-maitädi-koöis
     tattvänudhyäna-koöir bhavatu bhavatu vä vaiñëavé bhakti-koöiù
 koöy-aàço ’py asya na syät tad api guëa-gaëo yaù svataù-siddha äste
     çrémäc-caitanyacandra-priya-caraëa-nakha-jyotir-ämoda-bhäjäm

Let renunciation be multiplied millions of times! Let millions of virtues, beginning with peaceful-
ness, sense control, tolerance and friendliness, be multiplied millions of times! Let there be millions 
of meditations on the words tat tvam asi! Let there be devotion to Lord Viñëu multiplied millions 
of times! All these virtues taken together do not equal even a millionth part of the multitude of 
perfect transcendental qualities possessed by the great souls who nd transcendental bliss in 
the splendor of the toenails of the dear devotees of Çré Caitanyacandra.

Dear Çréla Prabhupäda, if we had not met you, this wonderful description by Çréla Prabodhänanda 
Sarasvaté would have sounded like exaggeration. But this description ts you so perfectly that hearing 
this poetry gives us bliss. 

On top of all these wonderful spiritual qualities, you have unbounded compassion for the fallen souls 
of this world. You declared your mission in the same Vaiçiñöyäñöakam prayers:

61. The Vaiñëavas are famous for being sympathetic towards others’ suffering,
And that fame will be increased by mature preaching.

62. If eternally pure devotional service to Kåñëa is awakened in everyone,
Kali will ee of his own accord, crying “Ha! Ha!”

63. Mahäprabhu’s message is präëinäm upakäräya: Act for the welfare of others. This is the 
storehouse of happiness both now and after death.

64. So much work has fallen into your hands:
Everyone should join together and do something about it.

65. Väsudeva-vipra paid his obeisances to the Lord and said,
“Please deliver all the living beings.

66. “Give all their sins to me, who am most fallen,
And relinquish all the suffering of the unhappy souls.”

67. He was the best Vaiñëava, para-duùkha-duùkhé.
He found no happiness in gratifying his senses.

68. What kind of compassion can the nondevotee show?
He simply commits offences with his daridra-näräyaëa philosophy.

69. The Vaiñëava’s mercy is scientic. Without the mercy of the Vaiñëava,
The world is simply insurmountable Mäyä.

70. If there were a kingdom of Viñëu and Vaiñëavas on earth,
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Then everyone would be happy, say the saintly persons and sages.

What you preached, you practiced. Based on these ideas of yours, you established ISKCON. You did 
it. You didn’t just speak empty words, but you backed them up by your actions. Sanätana Gosvämé told 
Haridäsa Öhäkura (Caitanya-caritämåta Antya 4.101–02):

 pratyaha kara tina-lakña näma-saìkértana
 sabära äge kara nämera mahimä kathana

“My dear sir, you are chanting the holy name 300,000 times daily and informing everyone of the 
importance of such chanting. 

 äpane äcare keha, nä kare pracära
 pracära karena keha, nä karena äcära

“Some behave very well but do not preach the cult of Kåñëa consciousness, whereas others 
preach but do not behave properly. 

 ‘äcära’, ‘pracära’,—nämera karaha ‘dui’ kärya
 tumi—sarva-guru, tumi jagatera ärya

“You simultaneously perform both duties in relation to the holy name by your personal behavior 
and by your preaching. Therefore you are the spiritual master of the entire world, for you are 
the most advanced devotee in the world.”

[Purport:] Sanätana Gosvämé clearly denes herein the bona de spiritual master of the world. 
The qualications expressed in this connection are that one must act according to the scrip-
tural injunctions and at the same time preach. One who does so is a bona de spiritual master. 
Haridäsa Öhäkura was the ideal spiritual master because he regularly chanted on his beads a 
prescribed number of times. Indeed, he was chanting the holy name of the Lord 300,000 times a 
day. Similarly, the members of the Kåñëa consciousness movement chant a minimum of sixteen 
rounds a day, which can be done without difculty, and at the same time they must preach the 
cult of Caitanya Mahäprabhu according to the gospel of Bhagavad-gétä As It Is. One who does so 
is quite t to become a spiritual master for the entire world. 

We are indeed the most fortunate persons to have such a perfect spiritual master, as described  
in this purport. Now our only prayers to you are those you wrote in the last two statements of your 
Vaiçiñöyäñöakam:

79. Çréla Prabhupäda, please be merciful today. Have compassion. You are not a conditioned soul 
of this material world. 

80. Whatever independence we have, let it be cast to the waters. The lowly Abhay offers this 
presentation today. 

We walked with you and talked with you as if we were your associates, but actually you were a 
 Vaikuëöha man, a Goloka man, and we are lost souls in the material world. Normally we would have no 
qualications to be around you, but since you are para-duùkha-duùkhé, we beg you to keep us under the 
cool shade of your lotus feet and allow us to appear again and again wherever you are. 

Begging to remain your eternal servants life after life,

The devotees in ISKCON Ahmedabad, India.

(written by Yaçomaténandana Däsa) 
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Aravade 
Dear Çréla Prabhupäda, 

Please accept our most humble obeisances. All glories to your lotus feet!
This year, on December 9th, we plan to celebrate the grand opening of the new temple project of Çré 

Çré Rädhä-Gopäl and Kåñëa-tattva Darshan, an educational and spiritual diorama exhibition.
As we mentioned in last year’s Vyäsa-püjä offering, ISKCON Aravade is a center situated in a very small 

village of ve thousand people. Still, we are building a medium-size temple, with a budget of Rs.20 mil-
lion. This beautiful temple will have Çré Çré Rädhä-Gopäl Deities on the main altar and an utsava-mürti of 
Gaura-Nitäi. There will also be many mürtis and full-gure sculptures and bas-relief of Kåñëa’s pastimes 
on the outside wall of the temple, on the parikramä path. In the front of the temple will be a Käliya-Kåñëa 
fountain within a big Våndävana garden.

Every year more than 20,000 people attend the Hare Krishna festival here. But for the grand opening 
we expect more than 50,000, including ISKCON devotees from around the world.

Devotees in our center are on a marathon to preach and collect the funds for completing the temple 
project. Certainly, only with the boost of your mercy we will succeed. In this effort we are preaching to 
the leaders of the society, such as ministers of this state. In this  we are following on your footsteps.

Çréla Prabhupäda, we know that you will be here in the temple, but we want you to stay here very 
happily. Only by your presence will we able to stay together in ISKCON. This is possible only when we 
co-operate and follow all the rules and regulation given by you. We pray from our hearts for your kind 
mercy, so that on this very auspicious day of your Vyäsa-püjä we may again remind ourselves of your 
instructions and vow to follow them with our life and soul.

Thanking you,

Your servants at ISKCON Aravade, India.

Bahia
 nama oà viñëu-pädäya kåñëa-preñöhäya bhü-tale
 çrémate bhaktivedänta-sväminn iti nämine

 namas te särasvate deve gaura-väëé-pracäriëe 
 nirviçeña-çünyavädi-päçcätya-deça-täriëe

Dear Çréla Prabhupäda, 
Please accept our humblest and most respectful obeisances. All glories to your lotus feet!
On this day we gather together to try to express the feelings of gratitude we should have toward you. 

I say “we should have” because we cannot truly understand the gigantic blessings you have given us 
through your herculaean preaching efforts, your patience, your dedication, and, most of all, your com-
passion. There is no one in the three worlds who can give to somebody something more valuable than 
what you gave to us.

In the present degraded age, when we are threatened from every side, when even the concept of 
sprituality is most often corrupted, what would have been our fate without the blessings you gave us? 
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If we could truly understand the magnitude of your blessings, we would know that there is nothing else 
for us to do but distribute your books or in some way help your book distribution. 

Dear Çréla Prabhupäda, forgive us for not yet having inundated the world with your books. Because 
this is our obligation, forgive us, for we still haven’t absorbed ourselves in the service of your lotus feet 
completely. So please give us your blessings so we can do it and thus fully express our gratitude to you 
for your mercy upon us.

We ask your blessings because we are not able to do it on our own. Only through your mercy can this 
and much more be done. Thank you, thank you very much, Çréla Prabhupäda.

Wishing to achieve your blessings to became expert at serving the lotus feet of your servants,

Your faithful followers and great admirers at ISKCON Bahia, Brazil.
 

Bali 
Dear Çréla Prabhupäda,

Please accept our most respectful obeisances at your divine lotus feet. 

 nama oà viñëu-pädäya kåñëa-preñöhäya bhü-tale
 çrémate bhaktivedänta-sväminn iti nämine

 namas te särasvate deve gaura-väëé-pracäriëe 
 nirviçeña-çünyavädi-päçcätya-deça-täriëe

Çréla Prabhupäda, you are the savior of the fallen souls in this material world. Without your kindness, 
we would never have known our real goal of life as human beings, nor would we ever have known that 
the Supreme Personality of Godhead is Çré Kåñëa.

Çréla Prabhupäda, by your kindness, many of your disciples have come to Indonesia and Bali to give 
their holy association and spread the mission of Çré Caitanya Mahäprabhu. By the effort of your disciples 
to guide us, we can do devotional service to Çré Kåñëa, although in 1984 our movement was banned in 
Indonesia. But because we have faith that everything is controlled by the Supreme Lord Çré Kåñëa, and 
that what we are learning in Kåñëa consciousness is the supreme truth, we have continued to do devo-
tional service while remaining very careful. And the fact is that now more and more people are joining 
this saìkértana movement. In fact, by the mercy of Lord Çré Kåñëa, in Bali we have some temples because 
the new devotees keep increasing.

On this most auspicious day we would like to report that at present we are building our Çré Çré Nitäi-
Gauräìga Temple; it is just about 70% nished. Çréla Prabhupäda, we are praying that we can complete 
this project. 

The brahmacärés perform the daily activities of the temple sädhana: regular kértana in the morning and 
evening. We hold the weekly feast and on Wednesday, when we have a cultural presentation. We also 
hold a Çrémad-Bhägavatam class for the congregational devotees every Thursday. Also, we have some 
cows, although they don’t give milk, as is typical for Balinese cows. 

Çréla Prabhupäda, that’s all we can present to you as our humble offering. We pray for your mercy 
and the mercy of your disciples whom you have kindly sent here, so that you and they may continue to 
guide us in our attempt to progress in Kåñëa consciousness. 
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Thank you very much, Çréla Prabhupäda. May your glories be proclaimed throughout the three 
worlds. 

Your grandchildren at Çré Çré Nitäi-Gauräìga Temple, Badung, Bali, Indonesia.

(written by Sureça Däsa)  
 

Baroda 
Dear Çréla Prabhupäda,

Please accept our humble obeisances. All glories to you!
We are seeing a revolution in India, with many people becoming devotees.
Even in the USA one meets many an Indian who has some cousin, friend, or family member connected 

to this movement by You Divine Grace’s mercy. Once my devotee friend in Orlando, Florida, called his 
bank to open an account. The person who answered heard kértana in the background and said, “Hare 
Kåñëa, Prabhu,” and told him that he was also a devotee in your movement and that he was working in 
an Indian call center.

One day judges will wear tilaka, and that day is coming soon. It is you who started this movement 
and you set in stone the very strong foundation upon which your disciples stand while carrying on this 
movement. The surge of this movement is certainly a testimony to the efforts of those who follow your 
instructions. The devotees in your ISKCON are sincere. Indeed, their sincerity is the heart of ISKCON, 
and with that sincerity comes enthusiasm to give others what they have lost. 

Çréla Prabhupäda, the foundation you have given us is like the Himalayas.

Your servants at ISKCON Baroda, India.

(written by Bhakta Piyush Mehta)
 

Beed
 nama oà viñëu-pädäya kåñëa-preñöhäya bhü-tale
 çrémate bhaktivedänta-sväminn iti nämine

 namas te särasvate deve gaura-väëé-pracäriëe 
 nirviçeña-çünyavädi-päçcätya-deça-täriëe

Dear Çréla Prabhupäda,
Please accept our most humble obeisances at your lotus feet. All glories to you! 
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Today, on your Vyäsa-püjä day, all we can offer you is our gratitude for going all over the world to bring 
everyone this wonderful process of bhakti-yoga, centered on the chanting of  the holy names of the Lord. 
Without your mercy and compassion, we wouldn’t even know who Kåñëa is and how to go to Him.

Çréla Prabhupäda-ké jaya!!
Dear Çréla Prabhupäda, we here at ISKCON Beed are daily striving to practice the science you gave 

us. We are becoming puried, and we pray that you will keep us under you wing forever so that we will 
always be engaged in trying to please Çré Çré Rädhä-Govindajé.

O most merciful Vaiñëava! Where would we be without you? If not for you, how could it ever have 
been possible for us to become free from the hellish life of this material world? Please be merciful to 
us and give us the shelter of your lotus feet. Without your mercy we are lost and completely unable to 
obtain the mercy of Kåñëa.

You once said that it is impossible for a disciple to repay the debt to his spiritual master. We there-
fore beg at your lotus feet that you will demand from us that we eternally make payments on this un- 
payable debt, just as Ananta Çeña is eternally speaking the glories of Çré Kåñëa without ever being able 
to nish. 

We know that you have given us the best, and that the only aw is our weakness of heart, so please, 
beloved Çréla Prabhupäda, keep us with you always.

We are striving to extend you mercy to our brothers and sisters in Beed, and we will continue to preach 
this wonderful message of eternal life, knowledge, and bliss as long as we live. May you be strongly present 
in our hearts and minds so we can penetrate the ignorance of our own hearts and the hearts of others.

Thank you so much, Çréla Prabhupäda, and the most happy Vyäsa-püjä day to you.

Your sons and daughters at ISKCON Beed, Maharashtra, India.

 

Bhaktivedanta Manor
Dear Çréla Prabhupäda,

A few months ago your servants here at Bhaktivedanta Manor received a visit from the servants of 
the Queen. Known as the Masters of the Royal Household, their daily services, whether at Buckingham 
Palace or Windsor Castle, involve seeing to all the personal and domestic needs of the Queen and her 
husband, Prince Philip. They organize all the cleaning of hundreds of rooms, the catering of daily meals 
and state banquets, the royal wardrobe, the decoration of the palace, and the gardening, security and 
travel.

After giving them a tour, during which they commented very favorably on the temple room, your per-
sonal quarters, the gardens and the cows, we were comparing notes on what it means to be a servant. 
They agreed that it means to have no independent desires, other than the service of the master. That a 
true servant always thinks of those he serves, and what they need—and that true service is all about 
getting the details right.

They were quite surprised that people outside the royal household even talk in these terms, since the 
word “servant” has now become an antiquated term, not generally used. We talked some more and then 
served them delicious mahä-prasädam. Although it wasn’t served on the nest crockery, with knives 
and forks made of pure silver placed in just the right order, they enjoyed it very much, asking for second 
helpings. They were touched by the fact that someone understood them and their life of service, and 
that now they themselves were being served by others—offered delicious food that was, somehow,  
different from anything they’d tasted before.

Çréla Prabhupäda, you have taken us members of the British Empire and introduced us to the happiness 
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and fulllment of service. Not just any service, however, but divine service that is rewarded not only here 
in this life but for eternity. It is a paradoxical yet veriable truth that in a world where everyone wants 
the sweet taste of being a master of others, the real delight is in service to God and His pure devotee.

Bhaktivedanta Manor is your house, Çréla Prabhupäda, where you eternally serve Çré Çré Rädhä-
Gokulänanda, and we are your faithful servants. You are everywhere here at the Manor. In every room 
we serve you and try to be always conscious of everything you wanted this temple, its grounds, and its 
ever-growing community of devotees to be.

Our devotee community has grown so much in size and diversity simply because we have offered to 
others what you originally gave us. Thousands now accept you as their äcärya and follow your instruc-
tions in their daily life. 

This year, to serve them all better, to help those who do not have the advantage of living inside a 
temple—now by far the majority—we have formed eight teams of devotees to help everyone in the 
community move forward in their spiritual life. We have styled it The Year of the Congregation, and in 
our service to you we are trying to get the details right. You commented once that you didn’t want us to 
make you into another Alexander the Great, who only imagined that he’d conquered so much territory 
but factually left so many hearts and lives unchanged. So we are trying to ensure that everyone who 
becomes a devotee actually remains a devotee, despite all the trying circumstances of life.

First, we want to make sure that everyone is reading and understanding your teachings by becom-
ing students of your books. We’re attempting to create a graduated system of accredited study of your 
main books. And we’re arranging that more and more classes are held where your books are thoroughly 
discussed.

Equally important, we felt, was to ensure that all our community members had access to a caring 
and affectionate senior Vaiñëava with whom they could discuss their challenges. Such a spiritual guide 
should try to spend time with the devotees just as you did, offering time for private conversation and 
iñöagoñöhé.

In 1973 you wrote to us here in England that we should do six things to spread Kåñëa consciousness 
throughout the country: (1) perform harinäma-saìkértana, (2) give some free information, (3) distribute 
your books, (4) give some prasädam, at least “some small thing”, (5) answer the public’s questions, and 
(6) arrange programs in a home, school, or hall. These simple activities started the Hare Kåñëa movement 
in this country, and its continued growth is dependent on just the same six items.

So this year we are determined that not only our temple devotees but every community member has 
an opportunity to experience the thrill of being a preacher—to go out on saìkértana, hold programs in 
homes and halls, and feel the personal responsibility for expanding your mission.

Our community has grown so big that sometimes the members of constituent groups don’t get to talk 
with one another. This has sometimes led to misunderstandings. Because you wanted ISKCON to be one 
family—yet to have all the constituent groups function as autonomous units—we have taken steps to 
improve communications and cooperation between ourselves.

You stated that Kåñëa consciousness is not a matter of imaginative ecstasy or armchair speculation but 
is based on practical acts of devotion. More than ever this year, we are making such practical devotional 
service available for teams of volunteers. Hundreds are now coming forward to help with planting crops, 
cow care, cooking, hosting of guests, educating, preaching, and book distribution.

You taught that our members should come to the temple to learn what to do at home. That by sitting 
together with friends and relatives, all members can increase their devotion through singing together, 
discussing the scriptures, offering ärati to the household altar, and taking prasädam. Although there are 
already many such regular gatherings where these basic activities of devotion take place, we are trying 
very hard this year to expand the number. When these gatherings actually take place in all the towns 
and villages that make up the huge London conurbation, we know that we will have begun to fulll your 
order.

Çréla Prabhupäda, we have a team now that designs and publishes Kåñëa conscious literature using 
contemporary artwork. The aim is to use the best of technology to not only reach out to new audiences, 
of all different ages, but to produce resources to inform and help them along the way once they’ve  
become interested.

By your repeated insistence, Çréla Prabhupäda, we are counting the books that are distributed, but 
also the members and new devotees made, the programs held, and the number of homes where kértana 
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and class, ärati and prasädam, are shared with gatherings of devotees on a regular basis.
We are committed to assisting you with your mission to bring Lord Kåñëa into the lives of everyone, 

to introduce the Vedic literature as the medicine for the ills of the age, and to spread the saving grace of 
the mahä-mantra far and wide. And in order to do that we want to make your movement not only well 
organized, but guided with intelligence.

We hope that these details will please Your Divine Grace, and that they are at least the beginning of a 
way to show you our gratitude for the inconceivable compassion you have shown us.

The devotees of the Bhaktivedanta Manor Community, UK.

(written by Kåpämaya Däsa)

Brahmapur 
 nama oà viñëu-pädäya kåñëa-preñöhäya bhü-tale
 çrémate bhaktivedänta-sväminn iti nämine

 namas te särasvate deve gaura-väëé-pracäriëe 
 nirviçeña-çünyavädi-päçcätya-deça-täriëe

Respected Çréla Prabhupäda,
By your abundant mercy, our center is progressing well. It was by your direction that we purchased 

this land for spreading Lord Caitanya Mahäprabhu’s message. We have already built a kitchen, as well 
as three rooms and to accommodate the brahmacärés. We are holding saìkértana programs every Sun-
day, and also once a month on the Saìkränti day. These programs are getting a good response from the 
general public. Two new students have joined to do full-time devotional service at your lotus feet. Slowly 
we are all trying our best to fulll your desire to distribute your books.

The devotees at ISKCON Brahmapur, India.

Brampton
 nama oà viñëu-pädäya kåñëa-preñöhäya bhü-tale
 çrémate bhaktivedänta-sväminn iti nämine

 namas te särasvate deve gaura-väëé-pracäriëe 
 nirviçeña-çünyavädi-päçcätya-deça-täriëe
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Dear Çréla Prabhupäda,
Please accept millions of our humble obeisances at your lotus feet. All glories to you, Çréla Prabhupäda! 

All glories to Çré Çré Rädhä-Dämodara!
We were wondering how, of all the most fallen people, we ended up in Kåñëa consciousness, and then 

this verse came to mind from the Caitanya-caritämåta (Madhya 19.151):

 brahmäëòa bhramite kona bhägyavän jéva
 guru-kåñëa-prasäde päya bhakti-latä-béja

“According to their karma, all living entities are wandering throughout the entire universe. Some of them 
are being elevated to the upper planetary systems, and some are going down into the lower planetary 
systems. Out of many millions of wandering living entities, one who is very fortunate gets an opportunity 
to associate with a bona de spiritual master by the grace of Kåñëa. By the mercy of both Kåñëa and the 
spiritual master, such a person receives the seed of the creeper of devotional service.”

We become devotees of Kåñëa not necessarily by our own endeavor but through the unconditional 
love and mercy that our spiritual master bestows upon us, pulling us out of the clutches of mäyä.

Çréla Prabhupäda, you have freed us from captivity and bondage and given a true purpose to our 
lives: to further the message of Lord Çré Kåñëa through the guru-paramparä system. Çréla Kåñëadäsa 
Kaviräja Gosvämé very clearly states that the instructing spiritual master is a bona de representative 
of Çré Kåñëa.

 çikñä-guruke ta’ jäni kåñëera svarüpa
 antaryämé, bhakta-çreñöha,—ei dui rüpa

“One should know the instructing spiritual master to be the Personality of Kåñëa. Lord Kåñëa manifests 
Himself as the Supersoul and as the greatest devotee of the Lord.” (Caitanya-caritämåta, Ädi 1.47)

Çré Caitanya Mahäprabhu, the most merciful incarnation of Çré Kåñëa, transmitted the essence of 
Vedic knowledge by means of the Hare Kåñëa mahä-mantra, and as Lord Caitanya Himself explained to 
Prakäçänanda Sarasvaté: 

My spiritual master considered Me a fool, and therefore he chastised Me. “You are a fool,” he 
said. “You are not qualied to study Vedänta philosophy, and therefore You must always chant 
the holy name of Kåñëa. This is the essence of all mantras, or Vedic hymns.” (Caitanya-caritämåta, 
Ädi 7.71–72)

You also gave us the prime benediction, the chanting of the holy name. So what qualication do we 
have to glorify you, O Prabhupäda, the most benevolent and worthy transmitter of transcendental 
knowledge of Çré Kåñëa?

We offer our deepest gratitude to you, Çréla Prabhupäda. With our meager efforts we hope to help 
show the world the path back to Godhead. We have had our share of struggles over the last two years 
since the inception of this center; however, Çréla Prabhupäda, you continue to shower your unconditional 
mercy upon us.

Çréla Prabhupäda, please forgive us for any offenses we committed during this struggle. We beg at 
your lotus feet, with straws between our teeth, to give us the spiritual wisdom to become more humble, 
austere, truthful, tolerant, and compassionate toward all living entities as we progress in the service of 
fullling your blessed mission.

All glories to all the Vaiñëavas! Hare Kåñëa! Jaya Çréla Prabhupäda!

The eternal servants of your servants at ISKCON Brampton, Canada.
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Brisbane
Dear Çréla Prabhupäda,

Please accept our most humble obeisances in the dust of your lotus feet. All glories to Your Divine 
Grace!

We, your servants at Çré Çré Gaura-Nitäi Mandira, express to you our deepest gratitude on this most 
auspicious day of your appearance and pray for your continued mercy in our lives, for without it how 
can we survive in this darkest of ages?

Like the Çrémad-Bhägavatam, you are a sun who has arisen to disperse the dense darkness of Kali-yuga. 
You have arisen in the East and have brought to us in the West the life-giving light of Kåñëa conscious-
ness. Making us into sürya-känta gems, which are invested with a portion of the sun’s light, you have 
empowered us and used us in distributing this light of Kåñëa consciousness to others. Just as the sun 
puries even the lthiest of places with its powerful rays, you purify and uplift even the lowest of men 
with your mercy. And just like the sun, you continually inspire our intelligence (dhiyo yo naù pracodayät), 
thus giving us the way to implement your instructions. Please always keep shining on us and illuminate 
for us and the whole word the path to perfection.

Your servants at ISKCON Brisbane, Australia.

Budapest
Dear Çréla Prabhupäda,

Please accept my humble obeisances. All glories to you!

 oà ajïäna-timirändhasya jïänäïjana-çaläkayä
 cakñur unmélitaà yena tasmai çré-gurave namaù

 nama oà viñëu-pädäya kåñëa-preñöhäya bhü-tale
 çrémate bhaktivedänta-sväminn iti nämine

 namas te särasvate deve gaura-väëé-pracäriëe 
 nirviçeña-çünyavädi-päçcätya-deça-täriëe

What does the world know about such a small country as Hungary? It is a tiny spot on the map, and 
although the earth is only a small planet in this universe, this country is just a little hidden part of it. 
And anyway, why is it important to know anything about this country? Especially its capital, Budapest? 
Small country, with an even smaller capital . . . 

However, an insignicant place can become signicant by the will of a great personality. Without you, 
dear Çréla Prabhupäda, this place would have remained forever the capital of a meaningless country 
merged in the sinful activities of Kali-yuga. But as a sunbeam may break through a small hole in a thick 
wall, your holy will is shining over this place. By your mercy, wonderful things are manifesting that surpass 
the thoughts of our mundane mind. As we know, anything is possible in the spiritual world. Therefore, if 
the desire of a sincere and pure devotee is manifested, it cannot be limited by mundane ideas. By one’s 
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following and accepting such a personality, fame will come. You gave us the opportunity, and we are 
trying to take it. As you wrote in your purport to Bhagavad-gétä 10.4–5: 

. . . Lord Caitanya [said] that a man is famous when he is known as a great devotee. That is real 
fame. If one has become a great man in Kåñëa consciousness and it is known, then he is truly 
famous.  

We are trying to follow your footsteps. A beautiful temple has been built here in Budapest, many, 
many devotees go out every day to give your books to the people, preaching and education are improv-
ing, and several hundred portions of prasädam are distributed daily. People know Kåñëa consciousness 
here, and they like the devotees. But this is all your merit, for we cannot give others anything else but 
what we have received from you. By all our efforts you are gloried and your fame is recognized. And 
every day is another special chance for us to be with you. The love and appreciation we receive from 
the people always remind us of you, our great äcärya. We are famous only due to you. We are trying to 
become devotees and be worthy of this glory.

Actually, this country and this city are nothing without you. Without you they would not be worth 
knowing at all. Budapest is only the small capital of a small country . . . 

Please bless us on this holy day so that we can make the Kåñëa consciousness movement famous, 
even in such an insignicant place. 

Your servants, 

The devotees of the Hare Kåñëa temple in Budapest, Hungary.

Chamorshi
 nama oà viñëu-pädäya kåñëa-preñöhäya bhü-tale
 çrémate bhaktivedänta-sväminn iti nämine

 namas te särasvate deve gaura-väëé-pracäriëe 
 nirviçeña-çünyavädi-päçcätya-deça-täriëe

Jaya Çréla Prabhupäda!

My dear Guru Mahäräja,
Please accept my most humble obeisances at the dust of your divine lotus feet. All glories to you, 

Çréla Prabhupäda. 
Today is the most auspicious day of your appearance, and for me it is a very holy and meaningful 

day. But for me to offer you something worthy is not possible, since I am the most poor and fallen of all 
your disciples.

You are the representative of Caitanya Mahäprabhu. Your appearance is a perfect example of Lord 
Caitanya’s kindness and mercy on the fallen living entities. Lord Caitanya said, 

 påthivéte äche yata nagarädi gräma
 sarvatra pracära haibe mora näma
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“In every town and village on this earth the glories of My name will be chanted.” His divine prophecy 
was fullled by you. You’re a Vaiñëava cintämaëi gem. You have not infused countless towns and villages 
with kåñëa-bhakti by your transcendental touch, but also the entire Western world today reverberates 
with the Hare Kåñëa chant because of you.

Çréla Prabhupäda, I am your insignicant spiritual son. Please bestow your blessings on me for my 
future spiritual life. I am carrying on with my religious life only by your saving grace. When at times I 
reect on how the ISKCON’s Çré Çré Rädhä-Çyämasundara temple at Kåñëa Nagar, Chamorshi, has come 
along over the years, I see it only as due to your support and kindness.

This was a forest, with only secluded tribes living around the place. After the Hare Kåñëa community 
came here, the religious, social, and economic conditions have improved. The people here may be very 
poor, but they are very deeply devoted Vaiñëavas  at the same time.

Here is  a summary of the spiritual programs conducted at Chamorshi: (1) the Gopé- sabhä for women, 
150–200 of whom attend every Friday; (2) the Bhägavata-sabhä, which 300–400 devotees attend every 
Sunday; (3) regular home programs; (4) the annual Nityänanda-trayodaçé festival, which includes (a) 
akhaëòa-näma-saìkértana for three days, (b) a bhägavata-saptäha, (c) and an anna-satra, a massive 
feast for one and all; (5) tourism; (6) village programs; (7) development of the old temple; (8) organic 
farming; (9) cow protection; (10) Janmäñöamé, Jhulana-yäträ, and Govardhana Püjä, all celebrated with 
great fervor.

Çréla Prabhupäda, please bless me and the devotees in Chamorshi so we can make steady progress 
in Kåñëa consciousness.

Your servants at ISKCON Chamorshi, India.

(written by Parameçvara Däsa)

Chandigarh
 nama oà viñëu-pädäya kåñëa-preñöhäya bhü-tale
 çrémate bhaktivedänta-sväminn iti nämine

 namas te särasvate deve gaura-väëé-pracäriëe 
 nirviçeña-çünyavädi-päçcätya-deça-täriëe

Dear Çréla Prabhupäda,
Please accept our humble obeisances at your divine lotus feet. The more we meditate on the famous 

prediction of Çré Caitanya Mahäprabhu—påthivéte äche yata nagarädi gräma/ sarvatra pracära haibe 
mora näma—the more we become aware that you are the personality who was specially sent by Him 
to fulll that prediction.

Due to Kåñëa’s personal request, you came to rescue the fallen souls from this material world and take 
them back home, back to Godhead. You accomplished that mission perfectly, and before leaving this 
planet you made a perfect arrangement through your ISKCON to continue that mission.

You are a perfect saint, Çréla Prabhupäda. A saint is one who can change the nature (svabhäva) of a 
person. That person is not a saint who can produce ashes in the air or change a banana into an orange 
or an apple. What use is that? If one can change a sinner into a devotee, that is real benet. You did 
exactly that. And not just one or two sinners. Your Divine Grace converted thousands of meat-eaters 
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into Vaiñëavas. It was not easy. It was a miracle. Särvabhauma Bhaööäcärya, describing his own case, 
said about Çré Caitanya Mahäprabhu:

 mahäprabhu vinä keha nähi dayämaya
 käkere garuòa kare,—aiche kon haya

“Who can be more merciful than Caitanya Mahäprabhu? He has changed a crow into a Garuòa.” As the 
perfect follower of Caitanya Mahäprabhu, He empowered you to convert thousands of crowlike persons 
into pure devotees of Kåñëa like Garuòa.

It is such a difcult task in this Age of Kali. This is the age of adharma, and Kali is the ruler of this 
age. With the help of Sin and his army, consisting of soldiers like Lust, Greed, and Anger, he has already 
conquered the entire world. Practically everyone has become his loyal subject. However, you came like 
a valiant knight and waged a war against him. Alone you stood against the entire world. In Dväpara-yuga 
Kåñëa did that when He stood up against Kaàsa, but Balaräma was with Him. You, however, started 
your war alone, against the formidable army of Kali. You went right into the heart of the enemy camp 
and challenged your enemy to come out and ght. Right in front of Kali’s eyes you opened the door of 
his prison, and you not only rescued his prisoners but recruited them to form your army to ght against 
Kali.

Çréla Prabhupäda, by your mercy we distributed more than 21,000 copies of Bhagavad-gétä As It Is 
during the last December marathon (2007), which is a record for ISKCON Chandigarh. We were Number 
1 in ISKCON for the book distribution marathon in our category (small temples). All devotees, whether 
from the temple, the congregation, or the ISKCON Youth Forum (I.Y.F.), were inspired by His Holiness 
Gopäl Krishna Goswami to put their hearts and consciousness into achieving this landmark. The devotees 
went to corporate ofces and plants, colleges, marketplaces, bus stops, railway stations, exhibitions, and 
private homes to distribute your books in an effort to remove the darkness of this Age of Kali.

We feel very happy to report that four youths, including two engineers and one doctor, have joined 
ISKCON Chandigarh full-time after leaving their lucrative jobs. Our ISKCON Youth Forum is growing 
steadily, thus bringing more inquisitive young persons to Kåñëa consciousness. You always encouraged 
university and college preaching. We are regularly preaching in two leading engineering colleges in 
Punjab, and with your blessings we hope to inspire many educated youths to take up the cause of your 
mission wholeheartedly.

We also have an IYF for girls, Çréla Prabhupäda. They hold their weekly seminars on spiritual topics 
and participate enthusiastically in various services, including preaching at festivals and distributing 
books during the book marathon.

You will be pleased to know, Çréla Prabhupäda, that, inspired by the teachings of Prahläda Mahäräja, 
on Nåsiàha-caturdaçé 2007 we started two Bhakta Prahläda Schools—one in your temple in Chandigarh 
and one in a devotee’s house in the nearby town of Panchlula. Meeting weekly, the schools provide chil-
dren aged six to thirteen with spiritual and moral education based on your instructions. The parents are 
overjoyed. About eighty children are beneting from these transcendental programs.

On Janmäñöamé, Gaura Pürëimä, and other major holidays the young boys and girls of the IYF and the 
Bhakta Prahläda Schools present very good ballets, dramas, and skits based on the scripture. These 
performances attract a lot of people to Kåñëa consciousness.

Our aim is to please you by strengthening the congregation and developing our preaching to youth 
and children more and more, which has a bright prospect in Chandigarh.

Çréla Prabhupäda, please bestow upon us this one benediction: that we will have uninching faith in 
your words and will engage in uninterrupted service to them. Without this, our love for you will merely 
be a sentimental, psychological phenomenon.

Aspiring to become your instruments,

The devotees at ISKCON Chandigarh, India.
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Coventry
 nama oà viñëu-pädäya kåñëa-preñöhäya bhü-tale
 çrémate bhaktivedänta-sväminn iti nämine

 namas te särasvate deve gaura-väëé-pracäriëe 
 nirviçeña-çünyavädi-päçcätya-deça-täriëe

A Song for Prabhupäda

Prabhupäda, we stand before you.
You’ve touched all our hearts.
A solitary soldier of Gauräìga,
You really are the best.

[Chorus] Like a star, you truly shone. 
Thank you for giving us ISKCON!
We look at your life and what you’ve been through.
Prabhupäda, we’re indebted to you.
A pure soul, you’re one of a few.
Prabhupäda, all glories to you!

From country to country you spread Kåñëa’s name.
Kåñëa’s name became a shelter for us all.
No one can do what you have done.
You have endless qualities.

[Chorus] Like a star, you truly shone. 
Thank you for giving us ISKCON!
We look at your life and what you’ve been through.
Prabhupäda, we’re indebted to you.
A pure soul, you’re one of a few.
Prabhupäda, all glories to you!

You were loved wherever you went,
You still are.
You’re irreplaceable, Prabhupäda.
Our shining star!

[Chorus] Like a star, you truly shone. 
Thank you for giving us ISKCON!
We look at your life and what you’ve been through.
Prabhupäda, we’re indebted to you.
A pure soul, you’re one of a few.
Prabhupäda, all glories to you!

We really love you, Prabhupäda, we love you!

Your servants at ISKCON Coventry, UK.
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Dallas
 oà ajïäna-timirändhasya jïänäïjana-çaläkayä
 cakñur unmélitaà yena tasmai çré-gurave namaù

“I was born in the darkest ignorance, and my spiritual master opened my eyes with the torch of knowl-
edge. I offer my respectful obeisances unto him.” 

 mükaà karoti väcälaà paìguà laìghayate girim
 yat-kåpä tam ahaà vande çré-guruà déna-täraëam

“By the mercy of the guru, even a dumb man can become the greatest orator and even a lame man can 
cross mountains. I offer my obeisances to such a guru, the deliverer of the fallen.”

Dearmost Çréla Prabhupäda,
Please accept the most prostrated sarväìga-daëòavat praëämas that our hearts can command at the 

dust of Your Divine Grace’s most magnanimous and divine lotus feet, on this the most auspicious and 
holy occasion of the 112th anniversary of your appearance. 

All glories to Your Divine Grace, and all glories to your Hare Kåñëa movement, ISKCON, which is full 
of variegatedness! 

As our most loving father, grandfather. and great-grandfather, please accept the following simple 
offering as an expression of our heartfelt love and appreciation for you—an offering made possible by 
your divine grace and mercy. 

Çréla Prabhupäda, you expressed caring concern about how the Hare Kåñëa movement you so pains-
takingly and expertly set up would continue after the departure of your vapu from this planet. As one 
of the countless number of expressions of love you have inspired in your affectionate followers, please 
accept the profound and exhilarating appreciation and taste our youth here have for, amongst other 
services, engaging in harinäma-saìkértana. This harinäma is the treasure, the prema-dhana, of Goloka 
Våndävana, the ecstatic sporting dhäma of the most attractive supreme personalities Çré Çré Rädhä-
Çyäma, Çré Çré Kåñëa-Balaräma, and Their beloved associates. 

 jaya çré-kåñëa-caitanya prabhu-nityänanda 
 çré-advaita gadädhara çréväsädi-gaura-bhakta-vånda

 hare kåñëa hare kåñëa kåñëa kåñëa hare hare
 hare räma hare räma räma räma hare hare

The youth in Dallas enthusiastically and regularly participate in a wide variety of devotional services, 
including preaching, preparing and making bhoga offerings, serving prasädam, reading and distributing 
your books, worshiping the Deities, teaching the young, organizing festivals (including taking complete 
charge of your Vyäsa-püjä festival), visiting other yäträs and inviting friends and families from them, con-
ducting lively näma-haööa programs, organizing picnics for devotees, chanting and dancing ecstatically, 
regularly visiting with the youth in Houston for programs there and hosting them during the programs 
here, and leading and assisting in so many ways to create, maintain, and promote so many other aspects 
of your divine mission. 

Indeed, the future of the Hare Kåñëa movement is so much brighter with the very attractive, whole-
hearted, and joyful participation of the youth. Thank you, Çréla Prabhupäda, for the very divine, lovingly 
caring and affectionate mercy that you daily shower upon our youth and the rest of us. Thank you ananta-
koöi times for eternally endearing us to you and your followers, and the Deities and Their associates. 

Çréla Prabhupäda, you are more dear to us than our own lives. Indeed, you are our worshipable deity 
and our very life and soul. Please bless us that we may always please you and never displease you. 
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108 times Çré Çrémad Çréla A. C. Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupäda-ké jaya! 
All glories, all glories to Çré Çré Guru and Gauräìga!!

Your servants’ humble servants at Çré Çré Rädhä-Kälachandjé Dhäma, Dallas, Texas, USA.

(written by Nityänanda Däsa)

Darwin
Dearest Çréla Prabhupäda,

Please accept our most humble obeisances at your most precious lotus feet.
Where would we be if you had never come to the Western world and given us the most wonderful 

teachings of our Lord Kåñëa? We would have surely been lost and lived a most inauspicious life of un-
happiness, not knowing who we really are. 

But you saved us all, Çréla Prabhupäda, and for this we are eternally indebted.
We hope we never forget for a moment what you have done for us. With all our energy we will help 

keep your ISKCON society happy and prosperous by distributing your books so other lost souls can take 
up this wonderful way of life and become free from the cycle of birth and death.

We want to take care of the devotees nicely throughout their Kåñëa conscious life, through thick and 
thin, so they will remain strong and healthy in their pursuit of pure devotional service.

Please let us always remain serious and xed eternally as your servants.
 

Your eternal servants at ISKCON Darwin, Australia.
 

Denpasar
Dear Çréla Prabhupäda,

Please allow us to offer our most humble and obeisances unto Your Divine Grace’s holy lotus feet. All 
glories to you, Çréla Prabhupäda!

It feels not so long ago, though it was actually twenty-eight years ago, that some of us happened to 
contact Your Divine Grace’s great mission here in Indonesia. It was 1980 that we young boys and girls 
rst found Your Divine Grace’s books in the shops. After reading them with the greatest joy, enthusiasm, 
and eagerness, we always tried to nd more of your books in our language.

Later we met with some difculties here in our efforts to practice Kåñëa consciousness—difculties 
you had predicted during your one visit to Indonesia in 1973. But we had full faith in Your Divine Grace’s 
words, either delivered through your books or through your representatives, who began coming regu-
larly to our country. Instead of stagnating and worrying about our problems, especially the ban on our 
activities by the Indonesian government, we learned from them and became more mature.
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And by Your Divine Grace’s day-to-day watching over us and guiding us from your place in Çré Kåñëa’s 
nitya-lélä in Kåñëa-loka, that staunch faith in you has produced ripened fruits, especially since 1997. Now 
the time is coming when there will be great opportunities for us, and also challenges to be more serious 
and sincere in spreading your mission. These opportunities and challenges are due to the local reforma-
tion era, which has seen a relaxation of restrictions on Kåñëa consciousness here. 

Çréla Prabhupäda, we understand that without the mercy of Your Divine Grace and your representa-
tives, we are nothing. So please kindly always stay with us here in Bali, which, though part of a Muslim 
country, is full of elements of Vedic culture.

Now we are hopeful of real success soon. Çréla Prabhupäda, we believe you would be pleased to see 
how a new generation of devotees, young spiritual warriors, are carrying on your great mission. Surren-
dered to your instructions, we are very eager to spread harinäma-saìkértana to every town and village 
here in Bali, and hopefully to all of Indonesia.

The devotees in Denpasar, Bali, Indonesia.

Detroit
 nama oà viñëu-pädäya kåñëa-preñöhäya bhü-tale
 çrémate bhaktivedänta-sväminn iti nämine
 
 namas te särasvate deve gaura-väëé-pracäriëe 
 nirviçeña-çünyavädi-päçcätya-deça-täriëe

Our dearmost Çréla Prabhupäda,
By the desire of Lord Kåñëa, one hundred twelve years ago, on this auspicious day, Your Divine Grace 

appeared in order to spread the mercy of Çré Caitanya Mahäprabhu all around the world and deliver 
fallen souls like us. Only by your mercy do we have any hope of being saved from clutches of Mäyä. 

The revealed scriptures declare that the spiritual master should be worshiped like the Supreme 
Personality of Godhead, and this injunction is obeyed by pure devotees of the Lord. The spiritual 
master is the most condential servant of the Lord. Thus let us offer our respectful obeisances 
unto the lotus feet of our spiritual master. [Çré Gurv-añöakam, Verse 7]

Dear Çréla Prabhupäda, our knowledge is very poor and our senses are very imperfect. As a result, it is 
not possible for us to have even the slightest knowledge of the absolute region, the spiritual abode, with-
out surrendering ourselves at your lotus feet. Being so merciful, you have established your International 
Society for Krishna Consciousness throughout the world so that every soul can receive an opportunity 
to associate with a pure devotee. 

Dear Çréla Prabhupäda, it is only due to your causeless mercy that we are now blessed with a vibrant 
team of young devotees who are constantly working wholeheartedly and tirelessly to please you. 

First, we would like to report to you that we now have a team of devotees who go regularly to distribute 
books at airports, festivals, and events. Our book distribution program is growing every day under the 
leadership of Çrémän Bhärata Prabhu. 

We have also now established a regular harinäma schedule to spread the holy name in Michigan. 
The Ratha-yäträ committee, under the leadership of Çrémän Veëu Gopäla Prabhu and Çrémän Çréniväsa 
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Prabhu, is enthusiastically planning to celebrate the biggest Ratha-yäträ this city has ever seen. 
Our Bhakti Våkña program, under the leadership of Çrémän Gokulacandra Prabhu, is growing and 

recruiting young, enthusiastic, sincere souls to taste the process of Kåñëa consciousness given by you. 
Recently they invited His Holiness Indradyumna Swami and arranged a very successful program, in 
which many guests were touched by the love and compassion of your very dear disciple. How can we 
thank you enough for giving us this wonderful movement—your books, your sincere disciples, the most 
beautiful Deities Çré Çré Rädhä-Kuïjavihäré, festivals, and the desire to serve you.

Dear Çréla Prabhupäda, we are all struggling in the ocean of material existence. Please hold our hands 
tightly so that we do not drown. Only by your unmatched compassion and love for all of us will we be 
able to continue the process of Kåñëa consciousness. Therefore let us with all earnestness pray at your 
lotus feet so that we may become able to hear your message patiently, follow your instructions with 
conviction, and bow down at your lotus feet. Please release us from our present causeless unwillingness 
to serve Lord Kåñëa and His devotees. 

We seek the forgiveness and blessings of all your followers.

Your humble and most fallen servants at Devasadan Mandir, Detroit, Michigan, USA.

(written by Jagad Guru Däsa) 

Durban
Dear Çréla Prabhupäda,

Please accept our humble obeisances in the dust of your lotus feet. All glories to Your Divine Grace! All 
glories to Çré Çré Rädhä-Rädhänätha, Çré Caitanya Mahäprabhu, and Çré Giriräja, your Deities in Durban, 
South Africa.

In many ways, your movement is expanding nicely here. What is encouraging is that for many persons 
this movement is no longer some organization to visit, or to assist now and again as part of their religious 
or social duty. Rather, for many it has become their way of life—their eternal connection with Kåñëa, 
by your divine grace.

We are frequently reminded that your devotional inuence has been invested in this movement. Just 
by engaging in the activities of this movement with faith and sincerity, one can go back home, back to 
Godhead.

So many types of persons join this movement. Sometimes we calculate, debate even, whether this one 
will stay, whether that one will be trouble, etc. Tévreëa bhakti-yogena—the devotional force encapsulated 
in this movement can move anyone to pure devotional service. All that is necessary is faith, loyalty, and a 
determination to chant without offenses. (So we are sometimes surprised at who stays and who goes.)

Çré Caitanya Mahäprabhu asked, “Of all kinds of distress, what is the most painful?”
Çré Rämänanda Raya replied, “Apart from separation from the devotee of Kåñëa, I know of 

no unbearable unhappiness.” [Caitanya-caritämåta, Madhya 8.248]

We pray never to be separated from your association—this transcendental movement. It would be 
the greatest suffering condition: to have had a glimpse of the spiritual world and then to have let it go. 
May we always be bathed in the most auspicious activity:

Then Çré Caitanya Mahäprabhu asked, “Out of all auspicious and benecial activities, which 
is best for the living entity?”



H
om

ages from
ISKC

O
N

 C
enters

107

Rämänanda Raya replied, “The only auspicious activity is association with the devotees of 
Kåñëa.” [Caitanya-caritämåta, Madhya 8.251]

Thank you, Çréla Prabhupäda. You are your transcendental movement. May we eternally realize this 
fact by serving ISKCON without offenses.

Hare Kåñëa. All glories to Your Divine Grace!

Your servants at ISKCON Durban, KwaZulu-Natal, South Africa.

East Hartford
 nama oà viñëu-pädäya kåñëa-preñöhäya bhü-tale
 çrémate bhaktivedänta-sväminn iti nämine
 
 namas te särasvate deve gaura-väëé-pracäriëe 
 nirviçeña-çünyavädi-päçcätya-deça-täriëe

I offer my respectful obeisances unto His Divine Grace A.C. Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupäda, who 
is very dear to Lord Kåñëa on this earth, having taken shelter at His lotus feet.

Our respectful obeisances are unto you, O spiritual master, servant of Bhaktisiddhänta Sarasvaté 
 Gosvämé. You are kindly preaching the message of Lord Caitanyadeva and delivering the Western  
countries, which are lled with impersonalism and voidism.

Dear Çréla Prabhupäda,
“The Supreme Personality of Godhead is always anxious to elevate the living entities, who are His parts 

and parcels, and for their special benet the Lord travels all over the world in the form of self-realized 
persons like you.”

In this verse from the Çrémad-Bhägavatam (4.22.16), Påthu Mahäräja welcomes and glories the four 
Kumäras. This verse also describes you, Çréla Prabhupäda. Out of your extreme and pure love for Kåñëa, 
you are always in direct contact with Him, working only for His pleasure. Because the Lord is anxious to 
deliver the fallen souls from illusion, he has sent you, Çréla Prabhupäda, His dear condant.

The poor living entities of Kali-yuga are not even aware of their suffering. But knowing that this suffer-
ing is due to a want of Kåñëa consciousness, you have written your Bhaktivedanta purports to capture 
their hearts and attract them back to Kåñëa. 

Having forgotten the Lord of the heart, conditioned souls are in a most unnatural and unhealthy 
condition. But you, like an expert physician, have skillfully created ISKCON centers all over the world 
to remedy the situation. They are like hospitals ready to admit anyone wanting relief from the pangs of 
material life. Thank you, Çréla Prabhupäda, for accepting us as your patients. Even though we may be 
in critical condition—blinded by the jaundice of avidyä, exhausted by the fever of material existence, 
stricken by the heart disease of ahaìkära, and overwhelmed by the cancer of illusion—please do not 
give up on us. By your mercy only we have hope that if we somehow or other take the medicine of the 
chanting of the holy names of the Lord that you have so kindly administered—Hare Kåñëa, Hare Kåñëa, 
Kåñëa Kåñëa, Hare Hare/ Hare Räma, Hare Räma, Räma Räma, Hare Hare—someday we will be well 
again. Under your expert guidance we can be reinstated in our healthy and natural position as eternal 
loving servants of the all-attractive divine couple, Çré Çré Rädhä-Govinda. 
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 yathägadaà véryatamam   upayuktaà yadåcchayä
 ajänato ’py ätma-guëaà   kuryän mantro ’py udähåtaù

If a person unaware of the effective potency of a certain medicine takes that medicine or is 
forced to take it, it will act even without his knowledge because its potency does not depend 
on the patient’s understanding. Similarly, even though one does not know the value of chanting 
the holy name of the Lord, if one chants knowingly or unknowingly, the chanting will be very 
effective.” (Çrémad-Bhägavatam 6.2.19)

 enechi auñadhi mäyä näçibäro lägi’
 hari-näma mahä-mantra lao tumi mägi’

[Lord Caitanya said:] “O conditioned souls who are foolishly sleeping on the lap of the witch 
Mäyä, I have brought an excellent medicine to cure the disease of your illusion. This medicine 
is called hari-näma. It is My holy name, and by taking this medicine you will get all perfection in 
life. Therefore, I sincerely request you to please take this medicine that I have personally brought 
for you.” (Aruëodaya-kértana II, 4)

Thank you, Çréla Prabhupäda, for bringing Lord Caitanya’s miraculous medicine to all the diseased 
people of the world and for establishing ISKCON temples to administer that medicine. How can we ever 
repay you?

Falling at your divine lotus feet,

Your servants in East Hartford, Connecticut, USA.

(written by Jévanauñadhi Devé Däsé)

Eger
Dear Çréla Prabhupäda, 

Please accept our most respectful obeisances in the dust of your lotus feet.

 nama oà viñëu-pädäya kåñëa-preñöhäya bhü-tale
 çrémate bhaktivedänta-sväminn iti nämine
 
 namas te särasvate deve gaura-väëé-pracäriëe 
 nirviçeña-çünyavädi-päçcätya-deça-täriëe

All glories to you on this most blessed day of your Vyäsa-püjä!
You have innumerable transcendental qualities, and it would be most appropriate to glorify all of them 

on this most auspicious occasion. But let us take only one of these wonderful qualities today: your fear-
lessness. Thinking about how you preached alone in India in the early days, how you came to the West, 
how you then preached all over the world and made your ISKCON into a worldwide organization with 
thousands of devotees and supporters, one can only exclaim, “How brave you were! How fearless!”

In the early 1990s, when your ISKCON started to grow tremendously in Hungary, many young people 
joined the temple in our small town, Eger. These young people had mostly been living on the streets—not 
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because they did not have a place at their parents’ home, but because they did not want to do anything 
the society wanted them to do. They didn’t want to become “one of them”; they were looking for 
something else. They tried to nd it in drugs and alcohol, and they couldn’t care less what anyone said 
about them. They were fearless. 

And then they met you. A Hare Kåñëa Festival came to Eger, and we, for the rst time, heard about 
you. We heard that at the age of seventy you had boarded a ship to go to America alone, with forty 
rupies in your pocket. “How fearless!” we thought. You arrived in America alone, with the message of 
your spiritual master. You did not care what people would say of your Vaiñëava attire; you were not 
going to change it for their sake. And from beginning to end you preached the same message of Kåñëa 
consciousness, not changing a word. You were not afraid of anything: you were fearless.

You fearlessly preached that we are not this body. Who had ever heard that before in the Western 
world? You fearlessly preached that we are spirit souls, that we belong to Kåñëa, that we are His servants. 
And you were fearless when you said we could all be reinstated in our loving relationship with Kåñëa. 
This science had been known to everyone in India for thousands of years. But who was brave enough to 
cross the ocean and give that knowledge to the fallen Westerners? It was you alone, Çréla Prabhupäda. 

You became our hero. And you are still our hero, Çréla Prabhupäda! You had absolute, uninching faith 
in Kåñëa and the words of your spiritual master, and that made you fearless. 

Being your grandchildren, we should have the same fearlessness. It is you who are behind our every 
activity in preaching or distributing your books. It is you whose instructions we are following. It is you 
whose desires we are trying to fulll when we preach about Kåñëa consciousness to others. “What is 
the difculty?” you asked. Yes, what difculties can be there when we are strictly following our fearless 
äcärya, our dear spiritual grandfather, our hero? 

Dear Çréla Prabhupäda, we beg you to give us a particle of that fearlessness, which is one of your 
most wonderful transcendental qualities. Please make us as brave as you were by giving us your con-
stant association through your books and teachings. We still do not want to become “one of them.” We  
want to follow you, the bravest spiritual saint of all times, who saved us from the slaughterhouse of 
materialism. 

Your grateful servants in ISKCON Eger, Hungary.

Gainesville
Dear Çréla Prabhupäda,

Please accept our most respectful daëòavat-praëämas at your lotus feet.
Your mürti here in Gainesville, Florida—a place you described when you visited in 1971 as “a remote 

corner of the world, far removed from the birthplace of Lord Caitanya”—is one of the most beautiful 
mürtis anywhere. For many years it has graced the modest Gainesville temple room.

During these years, however, very few new devotees have joined the Gainesville yäträ—a troubling 
trend in America, and especially for a college preaching center such as ours. Few devotees have joined 
despite the fact that we have been consistently distributing prasädam and chanting on campus at the 
same place you spoke in 1971, just as you instructed us to do.

Last year the temple leaders decided to try some new approaches to attracting devotees. As one 
devotee pointed out, to do the same thing and expect a different result is a symptom of madness. Bold 
steps were in order.

Among other things, we proposed to move your mürti from the temple room into a separate room, in 
which we would establish a Bhaktivedanta Library. This would free temple room space for guests and 
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create a private space for worshiping you, an affair too intimate, we felt, for our young guests.
Some veteran devotees objected that moving your large mürti from the temple room was inauspicious 

and that you would be displeased. But our GBC approved the plan. So we purchased bookshelves and 
extra books and moved you in on your Vyäsa-püjä day. To our surprise, the local newspaper published 
a picture story about the new library—a good omen.

We held daily guru-püjä in the new library. You seemed pleased. Soon, the library doubled as a meet-
ing and counseling room. Through your mürti, it seemed, you were now more personally involved with 
temple affairs. And the spot on the temple room oor where your vyäsäsana used to sit began lling up 
with new guests.

Then, just like that, you began sending new devotees—rst new bhaktas and bhaktins, and then ex-
perienced devotees to help train them. Today, less than a year later, there are ten new bhaktas and bhaktins 
in Gainesville. Spiritually, they’re as wobbly as newborn colts, but they’re all chanting enthusiastically and 
advancing under the care of senior devotees.

Now we have a new problem: guru-püjä in the library is too crowded. But each day, as the bhaktas 
and bhaktins awkwardly step forward to offer you owers and obeisances, you look even more radiant 
than before.

The other day a shy new bhaktin lead the guru-püjä kértana. You appeared to beam through your mürti. 
Later this quiet young lady said that after leading, she too felt happy all day.

These new devotees are like your representatives—they enliven and challenge me every day. They 
make me marvel at the extraordinarily patient and brilliant way you dealt with your bhaktas and bhak-
tins. They show in a fresh new way how you indeed built a house in which the whole world can live, and 
how your message is more viable and urgent than ever.

Thank you, Çréla Prabhupäda, for your kindness and courage and grace. May your fame be spread all 
over the three worlds.

Your loving servants at ISKCON Gainesville, Florida, USA.

(written by Kalakaëöha Däsa)

Ghana
 nama oà viñëu-pädäya kåñëa-preñöhäya bhü-tale
 çrémate bhaktivedänta-sväminn iti nämine

I offer my respectful obeisances unto His Divine Grace A. C. Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupäda, who is 
very dear to Lord Kåñëa on this earth, having taken shelter at His lotus feet.

 namas te särasvate deve gaura-väëé-pracäriëe 
 nirviçeña-çünyavädi-päçcätya-deça-täriëe

Our respectful obeisances are unto you, O spiritual master, servant of Sarasvaté Gosvämé. You are kindly 
preaching the message of Lord Caitanyadeva and delivering the Western countries, which are lled with 
impersonalism and voidism.

Çréla Prabhupäda, you are the true well-wishing friend of all living beings in this world, for you kindly 
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came down to this horrible world to give us information on the transcendental world of Kåñëa, our 
eternal home. 

Çréla Prabhupäda, you are the mercy incarnation of the Kåñëa, for you kindly made Kåñëa’s mercy 
available in this world by spreading Kåñëa consciousness throughout the world for the benet all living 
beings.

Çréla Prabhupäda, you are the most magnanimous devotee of the Lord, for you sacriced everything 
in your life for the benet of others.

Çréla Prabhupäda, you are the most dynamic preacher of this era, because at a very advanced age 
you circulated the globe fourteen times just to give Kåñëa consciousness to conditioned souls of this 
world.

Çréla Prabhupäda, you are compassion personied, because out of your deep compassion for suffering 
humanity you established the Kåñëa consciousness movement to afford everyone the opportunity to 
escape the pangs of material miseries. 

Çréla Prabhupäda, you are the most learned äcärya of this era, for in the mood of the Six Gosvämés you 
churned the ocean of Vedic wisdom and turned out so many books for the benet of humanity.

Çréla Prabhupäda, you are the most exalted Vaiñëava of this era, because you did what no one else has 
ever done: you changed the world in such a short time by your pure and fearless preaching.

Çréla Prabhupäda, you are tolerance personied, for you lovingly tolerated so much inconvenience in 
order to establish and nourish your ISKCON movement to maturity.

Çréla Prabhupäda, you are a superman, for you created such a wonderful movement, with so many 
wonderful devotees, who are wonderfully spreading Lord Caitanya Mahäprabhu’s mission all over the 
world in very wonderful and inconceivable ways.

On this most auspicious day of your divine appearance, we pray that you kindly empower us here in 
Ghana to be better servants of your devotees and carriers of your sublime message in its purest form.

The devotees in Ghana.

(written by Çréväsa Däsa) 

 

Gétä-nägaré
Dear Çréla Prabhupäda,

Please accept our most humble obeisances at your divine lotus feet. 
In 1976, you rst came to the Gétä-nägaré farm and expressed your desires for developing this farm. 

“Gétä-nägaré” had been a dream of yours for a very long time, and you were very happy with what you 
saw here. By Kåñëa’s arrangement and your mercy, all of us here at Gétä-nagaré are being allowed to 
help fulll that dream. Thank you for allowing us to serve you in this very special project. Your visit here 
many years ago has left a lasting impression that is felt by all who come here. 

No doubt living here and serving you is no ordinary thing. We just pray that you will always inspire 
us to keep this dream alive and develop it to your complete satisfaction.

The dust of your lotus feet forever graces this land. Please allow us to always remain your most humble 
servants.

The residents of Gétä-nägaré Dhäma, Pennsylvania, USA.

(written by Locana Padmä Devé Däsé)
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Guyana
Our dearmost Çréla Prabhupäda,

Kindly accept our prostrated obeisances at the dust of your lotus feet. All glories to Your Divine Grace 
and the paramparä! All glories to Lord Çré Caitanya Mahäprabhu and His associates! All glories to our most 
beautiful Deities, Their Lordships Çré Çré Rädhä-Gokulachandra and Çré Çré Nitäi-Caitanyachandra.

On this most auspicious occasion of your Vyäsa-püjä, we wish to express our eternal gratitude to you 
for bringing us the process of Kåñëa consciousness and for saving us from the degradation of material 
existence. You indeed give us hope to succeed in fullling life’s real goal, i.e., to develop our under-
standing of and love for the Supreme Personality of Godhead, Lord Çré Kåñëa. Without the mercy and 
blessings of the spiritual master and the Vaiñëavas, we cannot advance and get the kind reciprocation 
of the Supreme Lord. 

Every year we proclaim our faith in you and our dedication to you, declaring our intention to follow 
the many things we need to do to ensure the tangible progress of our Society. But we are beginning 
to see how far we are from accomplishing this with any great degree of condence. Moreover, we are 
experiencing how fallen and conditioned we are and how difcult it is to get our lives together and work 
with one another harmoniously.

Our most compassionate Çréla Prabhupäda, we want to use whatever abilities we possess in your ser-
vice. We also wish to make a sincere prayer that you kindly bestow upon us your causeless mercy and 
compassion for our individual and collective spiritual perfection. Please instill in us the proper intelligence 
to guide us on the true path of Kåñëa consciousness—the way you intended it to be. As we endeavor on 
this path, we can expect to feel condent in receiving your inspiration. This we will consider our most 
cherished accomplishment.

Dear master and savior, apart from recognizing our insignicant position and many shortcomings, we 
also recognize the great need for making a deliberate effort to acknowledge what a great personality you 
are, how dear you are to the Lord, and how much our lives depend on your kind reciprocation. 

Begging continuously for your blessings, and praying that however insignicant we are we can be of 
some meaningful service to ISKCON, we remain

Your servants in Guyana.

(written by Bhütädi Prabhu)
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Hare Krishna Dhäma 
Dear Çréla Prabhupäda,

 nama oà viñëu-pädäya kåñëa-preñöhäya bhü-tale
 çrémate bhaktivedänta-sväminn iti nämine

 namas te särasvate deve gaura-väëé-pracäriëe 
 nirviçeña-çünyavädi-päçcätya-deça-täriëe

It is said that on the higher planets the Çrémad-Bhägavatam contains more cantos than we mere humans 
are familiar with. The demigods must be reading of your wonderful exploits somewhere in the fteenth 
or sixteenth canto. For nowhere on this planet or others in this time or any previous time in history has 
there been a greater preacher. You have done practically single-handedly what others have not even 
considered to be possible. Other preachers in the Gauòéya mission thought Çré Caitanya Mahäprabhu’s 
prediction that Kåñëa’s holy name would be spread to every town and village was some type of gura-
tive statement. But in the short span of twelve years you made it a reality, at an age when most people 
think only of retirement. Because of you and only you, thousands of people all over the world have 
become devotees of Kåñëa, dedicating their lives to His mission while following in your footsteps. Now 
Kåñëa devotees are being made, temples opened, and books distributed in places you did not have the 
opportunity to visit. Houston was never blessed by Your Divine Grace’s lotus feet, but by your mercy a 
multimillion-dollar temple complex is currently under construction here.

You told us that ISKCON will go down in history as having saved the entire world. This means you will 
have saved the entire world. In the past and now they build statues and memorials to mundane political 
leaders, structures that are often later torn down amidst the cheers of a new regime. Perhaps one day they 
will tear down Mount Rushmore or the statue of Sam Houston to erect a statue of Your Divine Grace. 

Even in our short lifetime we have witnessed the effect of your books on society. In the ’60s to be a 
vegetarian or to believe in reincarnation was considered radical. Now such beliefs and practices are widely 
accepted. There is even a hit TV show here in America all about a man trying to right his bad karma. 

As the golden age within Kali-yuga progresses, people will more and more recognize you greatness. 
Then people will no longer be distressed by or have to debate key issues such as abortion, evolution, 
creationism, capital punishment, and the afterlife, because all the answers are in your books. When 
people read you books they will realize your greatness, and they will make them the law books for all 
mankind. Please make us your empowered servants to help make this a reality.

Your servants in Hare Krishna Dhama, Houston, Texas, USA.

(written by Jaya Baladeva Däsa)
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Honduras
 nama oà viñëu-pädäya kåñëa-preñöhäya bhü-tale
 çrémate bhaktivedänta-sväminn iti nämine

 namas te särasvate deve gaura-väëé-pracäriëe 
 nirviçeña-çünyavädi-päçcätya-deça-täriëe

Dear Çréla Prabhupäda,
Extreme mercy and tolerance go together. If someone is very merciful, it is because he is very toler-

ant, and if someone is very tolerant, it is because he is very merciful. Once a disciple asked you for your 
mercy, and you replied that you had given him eighty books; wasn’t that mercy? You said that if the 
devotee would read them and practice what was in them, his  life would be perfect.

Çréla Prabhupäda, you had to tolerate so many things while beginning and expanding ISKCON. The 
Çréla Prabhupäda-lélämåta describes how some foolish disciples wanted to diminish your position in the 
movement to take charge themselves. To nd a sane person in Kali-yuga is very difcult. Let’s pray for 
an ISKCON made up of very merciful and tolerant people. In Kali-yuga there is no humility, compassion, 
or respect for one another. If the members of ISKCON are able to show to human society that we are 
humble, compassionate, and tolerant people who are respectful to one and all, the Society will serve as 
a great example for people in general. 

The devotees of ISKCON Honduras.
 
 

Hong Kong
Our dearest Çréla Prabhupäda,

 nama oà viñëu-pädäya kåñëa-preñöhäya bhü-tale
 çrémate bhaktivedänta-sväminn iti nämine

I offer my respectful obeisances unto His Divine Grace A.C. Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupäda, who is 
very dear to Lord Kåñëa on this earth, having taken shelter at His lotus feet.

 namas te särasvate deve gaura-väëé-pracäriëe
 nirviçeña-çünyavädi-päçcätya-deça-täriëe

Our respectful obeisances are unto you, O spiritual master, servant of Sarasvaté Gosvämé. You are kindly 
preaching the message of Lord Caitanyadeva and delivering the Western countries, which are lled with 
impersonalism and voidism.

Please accept our most humble obeisances at your lotus feet, and please allow us to express our sincere 
thanks to you. Because of your kindness, we have the opportunity to gain self-realization and practice 
Kåñëa consciousness. Because of your efforts, we are able to associate with devotees from all over the 
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world through ISKCON. Because of your mercy, we can take shelter at your lotus feet.
The devotees here at ISKCON Hong Kong are overjoyed at having the opportunity to read your books. 

As you once said, “There’s no difference between my words and myself”; so whenever we read your 
books, we fell that we are associating with you. O dear Çréla Prabhupäda, in this way we always endeavor 
to remind ourselves about our intimate relationship with Çré Kåñëa.

Our dearest Çréla Prabhupäda, beloved servant of Lord Kåñëa, we beg for you mercy. Please allow us 
to serve you, to please you, and to please our spiritual masters and Their Lordships Çré Çré Gaura-Nitäi. 
Only by Their mercy may we somehow manage to render some meager service by doing book distribu-
tion and saìkértana with other devotees on the streets of Hong Kong.

Çréla Prabhupäda, O kalpa-våkña, O great servant of the lotus feet of the Lord! We sincerely beg your 
kind forgiveness for all the offenses we have committed unto the holy name, the devotees, Lord Çré 
Kåñëa, the holy land, and the scriptures. We beg your mercy so we may awaken from ignorance and be 
able to remember our role as Lord Kåñëa’s humble servants; in this way we can serve you, the Lord, the 
spiritual masters, and all devotees. 

Çréla Prabhupäda, O ocean of mercy, lord and master of the fallen souls! Please kindly continue to 
guide us so we may please you. Please tell us how we can focus our hearts and minds on the lotus feet 
of Lord Kåñëa. And please bless us so that we may continue your mission of spreading the holy names 
of Lord Caitanya to the whole world.

Jaya Çréla Prabhupäda! Hare Kåñëa.
With much love and affection,

Your humble servants at ISKCON Hong Kong.

Las Vegas 
Dearest Çréla Prabhupäda,

Please accept my humble obeisances in dust of your lotus feet! All glories to you and your divine mis-
sion of spreading Lord Kåñëa’s glories all over the world!

Writing a Vyäsa-püjä offering for you is always a big inspiration for me to remember you and see how 
everything in my life depends on your divine mercy.

I remember when, in 1980 as a twenty-year-old young man, I became attracted to your movement 
by your mercy. At that time, after searching for answers to basic questions concerning life and the Ab-
solute, I concluded that there was no source of knowledge that would give me sufcient explanations. 
Many people were talking about many different things, but their everyday life contradicted what they 
were saying. So, I wanted to see if the philosophy you preached worked. After attending three bhakti-
yoga programs, I joined the temple with the intention of checking so see if the devotees followed their 
teachings in a real life.

Surprisingly, as soon as the door to your temple opened, I immediately felt a very unique atmosphere 
that overwhelmed me completely. The mystical spirituality in the temple and the gentleness of the 
devotees astonished me in a way that had never happened before in my life.

I put my suitcase on the oor and said to the devotee who greeted me, “Ok, please teach me what I 
should do.” The very rst day I started chanting sixteen rounds of the Hare Kåñëa mahä-mantra and be-
came completely ecstatic. After this experiment, I realized not only that devotees follow what they have 
learned from you and what they preach on the basis of your teachings, but also that I could personally 
feel what they were talking about! So on the very rst day I decided in my heart, This is my life! This is 
what I want to do with for the rest of my life!
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Now I am almost fty years old, and I pray constantly every day: “Dear Çréla Prabhupäda, please let 
me achieve consciousness puried by the words emanating from your lotus mouth! Dear Çréla Prabh-
upäda, please let me become a useful tool in your hands so that you can manipulate me as you want 
for the benet of your preaching mission! Dear Çréla Prabhupäda, please help me be always totally open 
for your mercy.”

Çréla Prabhupäda, your mercy is my life, your mercy is my shelter and protection. By your divine 
mercy everything is possible! By your divine mercy it was even possible to establish a temple here in 
the heart of the capital of Mäyä’s kingdom, Las Vegas. By your divine mercy we have opened the rst 
ofcial ISKCON of Las Vegas preaching center, called “Govinda’s Center of Vedic India.” It is located in 
a very central and beautiful place in Las Vegas, close to the main park, where by your divine mercy we 
will organize big Hare Kåñëa festivals in the near future.

Dear Çréla Prabhupäda, please continue blessing us with your divine mercy so that we can dynami-
cally and effectively spread the glories of Lord Çré Kåñëa all over Las Vegas and in this way satisfy you 
and Lord Çré Kåñëa.

Your servants in Las Vegas, Nevada, USA.

(written by Surapäla Däsa)

 

Lome
 nama oà viñëu-pädäya kåñëa-preñöhäya bhü-tale
 çrémate bhaktivedänta-sväminn iti nämine

 namas te särasvate deve gaura-väëé-pracäriëe 
 nirviçeña-çünyavädi-päçcätya-deça-täriëe

Dear Çréla Prabhupäda, 
Please accept my respectful obeisances at your divine lotus feet on this momentous occasion celebrat-

ing your appearance on earth.
It is that time of year when we, your grand-disciples, have the opportunity to address Your Divine 

Grace and report on our preaching efforts and the progress of our Kåñëa conscious activities, which we 
have been performing according to the instructions we have received from your empowered representa-
tives. Without their dedication and loyalty to you, we would not have the good fortune of being counted 
among your followers. So our gratitude rst goes to them, your disciples, and among them especially  to 
your illustrious son His Holiness Bhakti-tértha Swami, who succeeded like none before him in bringing 
Africans into the Vaiñëava world.

Preaching in the Francophone countries of West Africa has been difcult, but recently we have seen 
some remarkable progress. Until 2003, there was just one center in one country of the twelve French-
speaking countries in the region. But after this new center opened in Lome, Togo, in 2003, we have had 
good preaching success, and so last year another center opened, in the Benin Republic. We pray for your 
mercy so that we will be able to keep this momentum going and, by your divine grace, help make many 
other countries not yet linked with Lord Caitanya’s mission part of the Gauòiyä Vaiñëava family.

For many years Bhakti-tértha Swami inspired us to distribute tons of books in the region. Some of us 
who received his special benediction made book distribution our major priority, trying to follow in his 
footsteps. As he approached the end of his physical pastimes with us, he started emphasizing another 
set of priorities. He said:
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Now we have our own temples in Nigeria and Ghana; the temples are owned by us and built by 
our own devotees. There is no debt, loan, or mortgage involvement in any of our properties. Only 
in Cote d’Ivoire and Togo are devotees still paying rent. I want us to now focus more on becom-
ing relevant to the people that we have been preaching to over the years. Our centers should 
be seen as places where people can come for relief from the pangs of material existence. After 
we give them nice philosophy, they should see how we are giving out free food to the needy. 
They should be able to visit our free clinics. In Ghana the constructing of our clinic is almost 
complete, and we are arranging for medical equipment from the US. In Port Harcourt, some of 
the Indian life members go to the temple to give free medical care to the neighbors. Now we have 
our own schools, and our children and the neighborhood children are attending these schools. 
Our founder-äcärya, Çréla Prabhupäda, would say, “For a ten kilometers radius from our temples 
all over the world, no one should suffer from hunger.” In our temples and farm communities we 
should produce what we need—we should grow our own food crops.

In this way he encouraged us to be responsible pioneers and missionaries who bring not only a good 
message to the people but also a support system that people can depend on.

Just as Your Divine Grace left your disciples with the responsibility of unfolding your vision, so Bhakti-
tértha Swami has equally given us that mission. We are happy to inform you that by his mercy and the 
mercy of all the Vaiñëava paramparä, especially you, Çréla Prabhupäda, most of his cherished dreams 
for spreading Kåñëa consciousness are manifesting.

Here in Togo, for the past three years, every day we have been serving an average of two hundred 
plates of prasädam to the needy in different parts of the city of Lome. Three times a week we also have 
a lunch program at the university, where we serve an average of two hundred plates per week. Besides 
receiving the prasädam, the university students receive Kåñëa conscious literature. We have also just 
opened our restaurant, which is the rst and only vegetarian restaurant in Togo.

Though barely ve years old in Togo, ISKCON has received much a favorable recognition from the 
government. Just recently ISKCON was selected to be part of a nine-member committee called the 
Interreligious Alliance Response Against the AIDS Epidemic. Late last year, ISKCON was also selected to 
participate in the National Reconciliation Committee prior to the parliamentary election.

To paraphrase the words of another of our instructors: 

Full surrender, the sine qua non of pure devotion, never occurs anywhere except here and now. 
There is no question of “If I had such and such or if I were at such and such, then I’d be able to 
serve Kåñëa fully.” If you don’t surrender and serve now, you never will, because the reality of 
existence is always now! A moment wasted can never be recalled. How many opportunities for 
doing small services have been missed on the plea of waiting for a big service, or one worthy of 
“my” qualications? The road to hell is paved with good intentions. Better something small and 
insignicant completed and accomplished now than the greatest and most important plan only 
dreamt of! Doing what we can do now with what we have now wins the great reward of hearing our 
beloved say, “Well done, thou good and faithful servant. Enter thou into the joy of thy Lord.”

Our congregational preaching and bhakta training program are enlisting more members. This year, 
2008, our bhakta training started with fteen new members. By your special mercy we have had quite 
a good number of volunteers helping with the ever-increasing temple activities. But we are yet to make 
enough temple-resident devotees. For this we are particularly praying to you that you let your divine 
mercy come through. We have often heard from authorities that it takes a devotee to make another 
devotee. This was certainly true in the case of your empowered disciple, our gurudeva, His Holiness 
Bhakti-tértha Mahäräja. Our experience has been that we preached and searched for the willing souls, 
and he came and convinced them to surrender. It was usually after one of his visits that those who had 
been trying to join found the courage to do so. Now he is no longer with us, and making new fulltime 
devotees had become a daunting task.

Please mold us into devotees who can make others devotees. Invest us with the qualities to be shining 
examples for those who want to dedicate their lives to devotional service. We pray that by this time next 
year we shall have more to offer in our preaching report on the occasion of your auspicious appearance. 
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May we constantly abide by your instructions and be protected from the snares of the illusory energy, 
especially pride.

The servants of your servants in Lome, Togo.

(written by Varäha Däsa) 

London (Soho)
Dear Çréla Prabhupäda,

Please accept my humble obeisances. All glories to you!
All glories to Çré Çré Rädhä-London-éçvara!
I feel both honored and humbled to have been selected to capture the sentiments of the devotees at 

ISKCON London on this auspicious day of your Vyäsa-püjä.
Being only a bhakta from the congregation and not having a great deal of çästric knowledge, I hope 

whatever offering I make is acceptable to you based solely upon the sincerity of my heart and an earnest 
desire to become Kåñëa conscious.

Reecting on the past year, I would say that the time when we most greatly feel your presence is during 
the Prabhupäda marathon at Christmastime. This is a time where we make a special effort to distribute 
your books and thus follow in your footsteps by imparting the knowledge of Kåñëa consciousness to the 
misguided souls in London. 

It is obvious that you are directly with us in our book distribution endeavors, because how else is it 
possible for us to distribute your literature to so many people in central London? 

As we soldiered on day after day, we would feel great inspiration by remembering your own humble 
book distribution efforts in the scorching heat of Delhi despite being sick and fainting in the street.

A natural side effect of the marathon is the family atmosphere that is created as we push on day after 
day, encouraging and supporting one another with soothing words and delicious prasädam. Tasting 
prasädam after a full day out on book distribution is like tasting Kåñëa himself—it’s all-attractive!

Some of us might feel we have made material sacrices to serve you, but the reciprocation we feel—a 
greater taste for chanting and hearing the holy names and for relishing the reading of your books—is 
priceless. It is in these acts that you especially remain alive for me and for others, as if you were still 
physically present. 

Thank you, dear Çréla Prabhupäda, for your sweet inspiration. Only through serving you and the discip-
lic succession can we get Kåñëa. Let us never forget this as we carry on serving you and your devotees 
with all our heart and sincerity.

We humbly beg that we may always be allowed to serve and become true instruments of your com-
passion. 

Your servants at ISKCON London (Soho), UK.

(written by Bhakta Boon)
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London (South)
Dear Çréla Prabhupäda,

Please accept the humble obeisances of your granddisciples at the dust of your divine lotus feet. 

Fortunate are we, the fallen souls, that you left Çré Våndävana dhäma at the advanced age of 69 
To come all alone to West
To fulll the desire of your beloved Prabhupäda
To single-handedly spread the holy names to every town and village.

Fortunate are we, the fallen souls, that you gave us your Bhaktivedanta purports
To make us realize that this life is meant for self-realization, not sense enjoyment,
To elevate us to at least the platform of being human beings,
To give us the opportunity to become Kåñëa conscious in this very life.

Fortunate are we, the fallen souls, that you built a house in which the whole world can live,
To enable us to provide practical devotional service to the wonderful Deities and temples,
To allow us to go on pilgrimage to the holy places in Bhärata, such as Våndävana and Mäyäpur,
To give us an opportunity to relish good sädhu-saìga, Kåñëa’s prasädam. 

Fortunate are we, the fallen souls, that millions of your books are distributed throughout the world,
To the remotest parts of this planet, 
To offer an alternative to the cats’ and dogs’ life that we led,
To remind us of our original constitutional position.

Fortunate are we, the fallen souls, that your wonderful disciples are continuing your transcendental 
work,
To provide spiritual guidance and shelter to fallen souls likes ourselves,
To maintain, protect, and increase your ISKCON,
To set an example for us to follow.

Unfortunate are we that despite all this, we, the fallen souls, want
To still hold on to the concept of “I and mine,”
To try to enjoy the trappings of this material world,
To continue to waste this incredible opportunity to go back home, back to Godhead.

Since the grandfather is kinder than the father, Çréla Prabhupäda, we pray that you, as our spiritual 
grandfather, may kindly bestow your auspicious glance upon your fallen souls in South London.

Your fallen granddisciples in South London, UK.
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Longdenville 
Dear Çréla Prabhupäda,

Please accept our most humble obeisances. All glories to Çré Çré Guru-Gauräìga!
By your divine grace, Kåñëa consciousness is expanding in this small twin island of Trinidad and 

Tobago. 
As early as 1962, your Divine Grace was corresponding with members of one local Hindu group and 

had planned to come here to start your ISKCON mission. Unfortunately for Trinidad and Tobago, that 
was not to be, and you started your mission in New York in 1966. 

Your emissaries Vaikuëöhanätha Däsa and Çäradéyä Däsé underwent great tribulations in 1971 to preach 
here. Later on others, such as Citsukhänanda Däsa, reported to you the favorable response of the people 
here to Kåñëa consciousness.

The BBT archives have records of your vision for Trinidad and Tobago. You described this as an “impor-
tant place,” and you desired a temple like the Kåñëa-Balaräma Mandira in Våndävana to be built here.

Most of all, you said that the non-Hindus here will also make good Vaiñëavas.
So we are working on that—to make ourselves and everyone else in Trinidad and Tobago, now and 

always, into genuine Vaiñëavas.
When Lord Rämacandra was building that bridge from Rämeçvara to Laìkä, a tiny spider was bring-

ing dust for the bridge. Çré Hanumänjé was informed by Çré Räma that the dust was as important as the 
big, big mountains Hanumän was throwing into the ocean.

We may not be as progressive as other temples, but we pray that by your divine grace our spiderlike 
efforts will please you. We aspire to become the servants of your servants, a million times removed.

Thank you very much.

The devotees at the Çré Çré Rädhä-Gopénätha Mandira, Longdenville, Trinidad.
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Malaga
 nama oà viñëu-pädäya kåñëa-preñöhäya bhü-tale
 çrémate bhaktivedänta-sväminn iti nämine

 namas te särasvate deve gaura-väëé-pracäriëe 
 nirviçeña-çünyavädi-päçcätya-deça-täriëe

Dear Çréla Pabhupäda, 
O savior of the entire world! Please accept our humble obeisances!
 The auspicious day of your appearance is an opportunity to remember you in a special way. Although 

we try to remember you with the same intensity in our day-to-day activities, we generally fail due to 
our neophyte condition. Although we read your books and listen to your lectures, we are rarely able to 
realize the sublime truth of your being nondifferent from your väëé, and thus we are missing you. We 
miss your company, your divine presence, which eradicates ignorance with a few words and establishes 
the highest conclusions with astonishing ease, clarity, and simplicity.

 When somebody would praise you as a “miracle man,” you dismissed such praise, saying that your 
only credit was that you tried to carry out the order of your spiritual master without changing anything. 
In the physical absence of the spiritual master, to make his instructions one’s life and soul is the symp-
tom of the perfect disciple. We want to follow your example and thus contribute to the preservation of 
your legacy.

 Please give us the strength to be able to continue your mission without personal motivation, without 
mixing in separate interests due to our lack of qualication and sincerity. When you were here in person, 
your devotional energy captivated the minds of everybody around you and gave them the power to ac-
complish wonderful things. Your devotees were ready to do anything to please you, because you always 
cared for them like an affectionate father. They could feel that your concern was sincere and real.

 O Çréla Prabhupäda! We aspire to follow in your footsteps and develop the same good qualities that 
you exemplify as a true sädhu:

 titikñavaù käruëikäù   suhådaù sarva-dehinäm 
 ajäta-çatravaù çäntäù   sädhavaù sädhu-bhüñaëäù

“The symptoms of a sädhu are that he is tolerant, merciful and friendly to all living entities. He has no 
enemies, he is peaceful, he abides by the scriptures, and all his characteristics are sublime.” (Çrémad-
Bhägavatam 3.25.21) Who is more tolerant and merciful than you? You tolerate our faults in our daily 
service to you, and due to your mercy we have the opportunity to live in your temples, transcendental 
places of worship that give us the opportunity to associate with your devotees, who are like mirrors 
reecting your sublime qualities.

You are the real well-wisher of all living entities, because you did not hesitate to risk your life to deliver 
us from unbearable suffering in this material existence. Your words do not create enemies, because you 
always speak for the benet of everyone. Those who are fortunate will welcome your instructions as the 
highest boon, even if they cut like a scalpel. You are our only means for advancing on the path back to 
Godhead. Only by becoming attached to you can we become liberated from conditioned life.

 prasaìgam ajaraà päçam   ätmanaù kavayo viduù 
 sa eva sädhuñu kåto   mokña-dväram apävåtam

“Every learned man knows very well that attachment for the material is the greatest entanglement of 
the spirit soul. But that same attachment, when applied to the self-realized devotees, opens the door 
of liberation.” (Çrémad-Bhägavatam 3.25.20) Therefore, our desire is to understand you in truth and in 
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this way become more and more attached to you. By our performing devotional service and chanting 
the holy name every day, our minds and senses are becoming gradually pacied. This is giving us hope 
that one day we may be able to appreciate everything you have done for us. Actually, our gratitude 
toward you should know no limits, because you have shown us how to mold our lives in such a way as 
to reach perfection in this very lifetime. Çré-guru-caraëe rati, ei se uttama-gati, je prasäde püre sarva äçä. 
Attachment to your lotus feet is the perfection that fullls all desires. Please, therefore, grant us one 
drop of your mercy and give us strength so that we may continue to ght the illusory energy and not 
fall victim to her lures. May we always choose the right way and not become deviated from chanting 
the holy name and serving your lotus feet.

The devotees at ISKCON Malaga, Spain.

(written by Caitanya-candra Däsa and Gauräìga-lélä Däsé)  

 

Manokwari 
 nama oà viñëu-pädäya kåñëa-preñöhäya bhü-tale
 çrémate bhaktivedänta-sväminn iti nämine

 namas te särasvate deve gaura-väëé-pracäriëe 
 nirviçeña-çünyavädi-päçcätya-deça-täriëe

O Çréla Prabhupäda, who are very merciful, we are from Çré Çré Rädhä-Manohara Mandir in Manokwari, 
Indonesia. We offer our most humble obeisances unto your lotus feet. We pray that you will accept us as 
the servants of your servant. You sacriced everything for Lord Kåñëa by following the orders of your 
spiritual master to spread Kåñëa consciousness all over the world, especially in the Western countries. 
Because of your sacrice, we are also able to get the nectar of your mercy.

You spread the matchless gift of Kåñëa consciousness, which allows everyone to get prema-bhakti. You 
taught everyone that the easiest way to approach God is by chanting the mahä-mantra:

 Hare Kåñëa, Hare Kåñëa, Kåñëa Kåñëa, Hare Hare
 Hare Räma, Hare Räma, Räma Räma, Hare Hare

On this special occasion, we pray for your mercy so that we will be able to follow the orders of guru 
and Kåñëa. We here at the Rädhä-Manohara Mandir are learning how to apply Vedic culture, with special 
emphasis on organic farming and cow protection.

O Çréla Prabhupäda, we pray to you that we will always be engaged in devotional service with patience 
and enthusiasm so that wherever we are we will always remain in Kåñëa consciousness.

Çréla Prabhupäda-ké jaya!

The devotees at the Çré Çré Rädhä-Manohara Mandira, Manokwari, Irian Jaya, Indonesia.

(written by Duräçaya Däsa) 
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Melbourne
Dear Çréla Prabhupäda,

Please accept our obeisances. All glories to you on your divine appearance day!
In the Çrémad-Bhägavatam (7.5.32) Prahläda Mahäräja says: 

Unless they smear upon their bodies the dust of the lotus feet of a Vaiñëava completely freed 
from material contamination, persons very much inclined toward materialistic life cannot be 
attached to the lotus feet of the Lord, who is gloried for His uncommon activities. Only by 
becoming Kåñëa conscious and taking shelter at the lotus feet of the Lord in this way can one 
be freed from material contamination.

The above verse is fully exemplied in your life, Çréla Prabhupäda. You traveled the world sprinkling 
the dust of your lotus feet everywhere, at every step. Those who took the opportunity to smear their 
bodies with that dust were able to take up the path of devotional service and become Kåñëa conscious. 
Otherwise, this would not have been possible for persons very much inclined toward materialistic life.

Rüpa Gosvämé has stated that ve kinds of devotional activities—namely residing in Mathurä, 
worshiping the Deity of the Lord, reciting Çrémad-Bhägavatam, serving a devotee, and chanting 
the Hare Kåñëa mantra—are so potent that a small attachment for any one of these ve items 
can arouse devotional ecstasy even in a neophyte. [Nectar of Devotion, Chapter 13]

The association of the pure devotee is particularly important, for by that process one gains the op-
portunity to engage in the other potent devotional activities. Çréla Prabhupäda, you gave the whole world 
the opportunity to engage in these devotional activities, of which they were previously unaware. This 
was your unique gift to the world.

Furthermore, by your association the world gained attraction and attachment to such devotional 
activities. By your chanting the Hare Kåñëa mantra, dancing, feasting, discussing Çrémad-Bhägavatam, 
worshiping the Deity, and performing other activities, you revealed and distributed to everyone the 
transcendental nectar inherent within these devotional activities, just as one may open the lid to a jar 
of honey for a foolish person trying to lick the outside of the bottle to taste the contents.

Furthermore, it is by your association that countless aspiring devotees, having tasted the nectar of 
devotional service, were able to maintain and increase their pure devotional service to Kåñëa. Your as-
sociation gave devotees all over the world the required strength and protection they needed to traverse 
the path back to Vraja, a path strewn with stones and brambles. Çré Caitanya Mahäprabhu conrms the 
essential role of the Vaiñëava in devotional service as follows: “The root cause of devotional service to 
Lord Kåñëa is association with advanced devotees. Even when one’s dormant love for Kåñëa awakens, 
association with devotees is still most essential.” (Caitanya-caritämåta, Madhya 22.83)

It is by the special mercy of Lord Kåñëa that he sends His pure devotees from the spiritual world to 
give us the powerfully attractive impetus and strength needed to turn our attention away from the al-
lurements of material life and to divert our hearts to engaging in loving devotional service to Lord Kåñëa. 
Çréla Prabhupäda, you are like a powerful magnet that is irresistibly attractive. In the history of the world 
we do not see anyone else who could imbue the whole world with the infectious desire to chant, dance, 
and feast in the celebration of love for the Supreme Lord Kåñëa. Actually, if we begin to contemplate this 
feat, its inconceivable nature becomes more clearly evident. Most of us struggle to attract even our own 
family and friends to agree with us on many issues. Factually, most people nd it difcult to get more 
than a handful of people to accept their views wholeheartedly.

Let us consider the attractive force you manifested. For millions of births living entities have been 
engaged in trying to exploit the resources of material nature for sense gratication. In the midst of this 
scene you enter with a presence that immediately diverts the attention of many of these conditioned 
souls away from this immemorial material engagement and powerfully attracts their attention to the 
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pursuit of pure love of God with unconditional surrender.
This is not a one-off uke or due to the accident of arriving in America during the rise of the “hippie” 

movement. You consistently manifested the same inconceivable potency twenty-four hours a day, seven 
days a week, in all your travels as you circumambulated the world many times over. Some had only a 
moment’s association with you, and some had less, and still they were swept up in the tidal wave of love 
of God that you were unleashing. Some had only a moment’s association with those who had a moment’s 
association with you, and still they were unable to escape the net of nectar you cast.

The dust of your lotus feet is still available to all who desire those transcendental particles. As you 
stated in a lecture on the Nectar of Devotion (20 October, 1972, in Våndävana, India): “This book, Nectar of 
Devotion, Bhakti-rasämåta-sindhu, if you read regularly, try to understand, this means you are associating 
with Çréla Rüpa Gosvämé directly. And if you act accordingly, then you are serving [his] lotus feet.”

Similarly, those who regularly try to understand your teachings reading your books and hearing your 
lectures and pastimes associate with you directly. And if they act accordingly, then they serve your 
lotus feet.

The dust of your lotus feet is always available to those who follow your instructions as they are 
received through the chain of disciplic succession. Such association with Kåñëa’s devotee stimulates 
ecstatic love of Kåñëa, as stated by Rüpa Gosvämé in The Nectar of Devotion (Chapter 26): “One may 
sometimes become overwhelmed with joy by seeing a devotee of the Lord.” This is equally true if we 
just remember the form, pastimes, or instructions of a pure devotee of the highest caliber. Therefore, 
especially on this, your Vyäsa-püjä day, we should remember you, Çréla Prabhupäda, and every day we 
should always nd time to do the same, for this has been demonstrated to be the most effective means 
of stimulating ecstatic love of Kåñëa.

“Simply by our remembering you, our houses become instantly sanctied. And what to speak of seeing 
you, touching you, washing your holy feet, and offering you a seat in our home?” (Çrémad-Bhägavatam 
1.19.33)

Your servants at ISKCON Melbourne, Victoria, Australia.

(written by Gaìgeçvara Däsa)

Mexico City
 nama oà viñëu-pädäya kåñëa-preñöhäya bhü-tale
 çrémate bhaktivedänta-sväminn iti nämine

 namas te särasvate deve gaura-väëé-pracäriëe 
 nirviçeña-çünyavädi-päçcätya-deça-täriëe

Concentrated Mercy

Goloka is full of opulence. There Rädhä-Kåñëa are superlatively beautiful and everybody is joyfully 
engaged in assisting in Their transcendental pastimes, and they do nothing else. The youthful couple, 
yugala-kiçora, go by the names Madana-mohana and Madana-mohana-mohiëé, for Their beauty has no 
parallel and everybody is simply attracted to Them. The opulence of Goloka has no comparison, even in 
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the Vaikuëöhas, which are full of transcendental jewels, opulence, and awe and reverence. And although 
the inhabitants of the spiritual world are oblivious of the conditioned jévas in the material world, Their 
Lordships, being merciful, feel for these suffering souls.

“Since all engagements are based on knowledge supplied by You, the conditioned souls can ex-
ecute pious activities only when You mercifully inspire them to do so. Therefore, without taking 
shelter at Your lotus feet one cannot surpass the inuence of the material energy. Actually, we, 
as personied Vedic knowledge, are always engaged in Your service by helping the conditioned 
souls understand You.”

This prayer of the Vedas personied illustrates that the Vedas are meant for helping the 
conditioned souls to understand Kåñëa. All the çrutis, or personied Vedas, offered glories to the 
Lord again and again, singing “Jaya! Jaya!” This indicates that the Lord is the most glorious. Of all 
His glories, the most important is His causeless mercy upon the conditioned souls in reclaiming 
them from the clutches of mäyä. [Kåñëa book 87: “Prayers by the Personied Vedas”]

I do not know of anybody else so merciful as your humble self, Çréla Prabhupäda. Certainly you are 
the concentrated mercy of The Divine Couple, Çré Çré Rädhä-Kåñëa, and of Çré Çré Gaura-Nitäi, the saviors 
of the most fallen. Without Their combined mercy, there is no way out of this entanglement called the 
material world; no doubt you are the personication of that sweet mercy.

In the above passage from Kåñëa book, Your Divine grace writes, “Of all [Kåñëa’s] glories, the most 
important is His causeless mercy upon the conditioned souls in reclaiming them from the clutches of 
mäyä.” There is no greater opulence of Their Lordships than Their gracious mercy upon the fallen souls, 
and you, Çréla Prabhupäda, are the personication of that concentrated mercy.

You literally came from Våndävana to serve Çré Çré Rädhä-Govinda by spreading Their glories in the 
West. Who else is as merciful and humble as you? 

Your Divine Grace, being the direct manifestation of Rädhä-Kåñëa’s and Gaura-Nitäi’s mercy, very 
humbly came to canvass and to reclaim the fallen, conditioned souls back to Godhead. Many may claim 
to be very advanced, but there is no comparison with your mercy and compassion toward the entire uni-
verse by bringing Kåñëa consciousness to everyone. While some consider themselves pakka brähmaëas, 
pure brähmaëas, who cannot contaminate themselves with lowborn people, you mercifully underwent 
severe penances such as living in the Bowery in New York. 

Çréla Prabhupäda

The Lord does not forget the fallen souls who have forgotten Him, and Your Divine Grace descended 
to save them all. Because you represent the most merciful Lord Caitanya, who is mahä-vadänyäya, you 
deserve the title “Çréla Prabhupäda.” Why then shouldn’t everyone accept it? Why do some people invent 
so many objections? Was this a title conferred by some overly sentimental disciples, or did Your Divine 
Grace earn it by performing wonderful and extraordinary acts to fulll the desires of Lord Caitanya and 
those of the great äcäryas like Çréla Bhaktivinoda Öhäkura, who predicted that a great personality would 
spread the holy name all over the world? Or like Çréla Bhaktisiddhänta Sarasvaté Prabhupäda, who also 
wanted that holy name to be spread everywhere, and to whom you give all credit? This is the challenge 
to detractors who will not call you Çréla Prabhupäda.

Çréla Bhaktisiddhänta Sarasvaté Öhäkura comments in his Anubhäñya on Caitanya-caritämåta, Antya 
7.11: 

“Without being empowered by the direct potency of Lord Kåñëa to fulll His desire and without 
being specically favored by the Lord, no human being can become the spiritual master of the 
whole world. . . . Only an empowered personality can distribute the holy name of the Lord and 
enjoin all fallen souls to worship Kåñëa. By distributing the holy name of the Lord, he cleanses the 
hearts of the most fallen people; therefore he extinguishes the blazing re of the material world. 
Not only that, he broadcasts the shining brightness of Kåñëa’s effulgence throughout the world. 
Such an äcärya, or spiritual master, should be considered nondifferent from Kåñëa—that is, he 
should be considered the incarnation of Lord Kåñëa’s potency. Such a personality is kåñëäliìgita-
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vigraha—that is, he is always embraced by the Supreme Personality of Godhead, Kåñëa. Such 
a person is above the considerations of the varëäçrama institution. He is the guru, or spiritual 
master, for the entire world, a devotee on the topmost platform, the mahä-bhägavata stage, and a 
paramahaàsa-öhäkura, a spiritual form only t to be addressed as paramahaàsa or öhäkura.”

Jaya Çréla Prabhupäda!

Gaura-Nitäi

You established the worship of Çré Çré Gaura-Nitäi in all your temples, for the purication process of 
the age, the yuga-dharma, is worshiping Them by chanting Hare Kåñëa, Hare Kåñëa, Kåñëa Kåñëa, Hare 
Hare/ Hare Räma, Hare Räma, Räma Räma, Hare Hare. This is the way to approach mädhurya-rasa and 
Rädhä-Kåñëa. This is conrmed by our great äcärya Çréla Narottama Däsa Öhäkura in his Manaù-çikñä: 

nitäi-pada-kamala,   koöi-candra-suçétala
ye chäyäya jagata juòäya

heno nitäi bine bhäi,   rädhä-kåñëa päite näi,
dåòha kori’ dharo nitäir päy

What will be the result of accepting the shelter of the lotus feet of Lord Nityänanda? He says, 
heno nitäi bine bhäi: unless one takes shelter under the shade of the lotus feet of Lord Nityän-
anda, rädhä-kåñëa päite näi—it will be very difcult for him to approach Rädhä-Kåñëa. The aim 
of this Kåñëa consciousness movement is to enable us to approach Rädhä-Kåñëa and associate 
with the Supreme Lord in His sublime pleasure dance. Narottama Däsa Öhäkura advises that if 
one actually wants to enter into the dancing party of Rädhä-Kåñëa, he must accept the shelter 
of the lotus feet of Lord Nityänanda. [Çréla Prabhupäda’s purport; emphasis added]

Dear brothers, don’t be misled, don’t be confused. Just be attached to Çréla Prabhupäda’s lotus feet. 
Don’t you chant çré-guru-caraëe rati, ei se uttama-gati every morning? “Attachment to his lotus feet is 
the highest perfection.”

Jaya Çréla Prabhupäda! Your concentrated mercy is showering on everyone, including me. I am al-
ways grateful to Gaura-Nitäi and my godbrothers that I met Your Divine Grace, to whom I am eternally 
indebted. 

The devotees in Mexico City, Mexico. 

(written by Nandanandana Däsa)

Miami
Dear Çréla Prabhupäda,

Please accept our most humble obeisances at your divine lotus feet. All glories to you, for you have 
given us everything necessary to become Kåñëa conscious!

Perhaps most signicantly, you have shown us by your personal example how to practice Kåñëa con-
sciousness. One of the most signicant lessons you have taught us is that there are no material impedi-
ments to becoming Kåñëa conscious or to spreading this movement.
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At the advanced age of sixty-nine, when most people have retired from active life, you boldly set 
out to cross the Atlantic Ocean on a cargo steamship, the Jaladuta. You came to America to fulll the 
orders of your spiritual master, not with some grand arrangement but rather without men, money, or 
arrangements for support in America. You even suffered heart attacks on two consecutive nights dur-
ing that voyage. Still you remained xed in your determination to serve your spiritual master’s mission. 
In spite of many difculties, over the following twelve years you were able to rmly establish an inter-
national spiritual society—the International Society for Krishna Consciousness. Meditating on this great 
accomplishment, we are lled with great inspiration because of the lesson that you taught us by your 
personal example. 

In the Bhagavad-gétä (9.22), Lord Kåñëa says:

 ananyäç cintayanto mäà   ye janäù paryupäsate
 teñäà nityäbhiyuktänäà   yoga-kñemaà vahämy aham

“But those who always worship Me with exclusive devotion, meditating on My transcendental form—to 
them I carry what they lack, and I preserve what they have.” (Bhagavad-gétä 9.22)

In this verse Lord Kåñëa specically promises that if we dedicate our lives to His devotional service 
He will supply whatever we are lacking to help us become Kåñëa conscious. Of course, you were always 
Kåñëa conscious, but we can appreciate how the Lord supplied you with everything you needed to 
establish Kåñëa consciousness all over the world. Supercially you appeared as an old man in ill health, 
with no one to assist you, but because you gave one hundred percent of your time, energy, and devotion 
to the service of your spiritual master and Lord Kåñëa, the Lord supplied whatever you lacked to make 
your mission successful. You had a vision of an international society with devotees, temples, schools, 
farm communities, prasädam restaurants, and more, and Lord Kåñëa worked through you to make your 
vision a reality. The signicance of this lesson is that we also can accomplish great feats in the propaga-
tion of this movement if we fully dedicate our lives to carrying on and expanding the movement you 
established. The principle is that if we give everything we can give, Lord Kåñëa will carry what we lack 
as He did for you. We should understand that Lord Kåñëa is well aware of what we are able to give and 
what we are holding back. He will not give us everything until we give Him everything we can. As you 
told Dharma Däsa (22 April 1972, Tokyo):

Kåñëa does not care for how much we give to Him, but He sees how much we are keeping back 
for ourselves. There is the story of Kholaveca Çrédhara, a devotee of Lord Caitanya, who although 
he was a very poor man, gave half of his meager income for worshiping Mother Ganges, and by 
so doing, he greatly pleased the Lord.

Similarly, if we give everything for Lord Kåñëa, He will empower us to expand this mission unlimitedly 
and also become pure devotees and go back home, back to Godhead.

Sometimes we hear devotees lamenting that this movement is falling apart or that everything has al-
ready been lost since you departed from this world. Sometimes we make plans for reducing our standards 
of Deity worship or minimizing the standards required for living in the äçrama, hoping this will help us 
survive a temple’s shortage of devotees. Here at ISKCON Miami we feel that this approach is dangerous 
because if we justify reducing our standards on the basis that it is Kali-yuga and we cannot expect too 
much participation from the devotee community, what will we do as Kali-yuga advances more and more? 
Will our standards of Deity worship and our standards of äçrama life continue to diminish or be watered 
down? The result of this would be that the clear distinction between the superior standards that you 
established within ISKCON and the standard of life of the people in general would become obscure. Once 
a well-wisher advised you to adopt Western dress and eating habits if you ever hoped to have many fol-
lowers, but you did not accept that advice because you were not looking for followers or anything else 
from the Western society. Your mission was to give people what they had forgotten, Kåñëa. Similarly, 
we must maintain the highest standards within our temples, devotee households, and sannyäsa äçrama, 
or else the people in general will have no role model to follow. Even if they are unable to follow strictly, 
it is our duty to establish and maintain the highest standards, both for our own purication and as an 
example for the people in general.
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Here at ISKCON Miami, we also have a vision. Our vision is that Coconut Grove will become a Kåñëa 
conscious city, with gurukula schools, varëäçrama college, prasädam restaurants, thousands of devotees 
engaged in devotional service, and everything centered on serving Lord Kåñëa. We envision a society 
that will serve as a shining beacon for the whole world, showing by example how a city, just by being 
truly God centered, can simultaneously perform all of the functions of a perfectly managed city and at 
the same time provide an atmosphere conducive to developing Kåñëa consciousness.

Our vision is to inspire more and more devotees in the congregation to come to the brahminical stan-
dard to assist in the Deity program. Our mood is not to reduce our standards but to increase them. Our 
plan is to develop an active training program to teach devotees everything needed for Deity worship, 
from cooking to püjä, from brahminical standards to the performance of saàskäras. We want to train 
devotees to do everything necessary to become Kåñëa conscious and to spread Kåñëa consciousness. 
We want to establish a real varëäçrama society to fulll your desire and your order to the devotees of 
ISKCON. In a Kåñëa conscious city, varëäçrama would be essential.

We can understand that if we faithfully and intelligently work to fulll your mission Lord Kåñëa will 
bless us with everything necessary for success. Although we have struggled for many years and have 
several times been faced with the risk of losing the temple, we have seen that Lord Kåñëa has always 
protected us. This is proof positive that He has some important purpose for us to fulll here in Coconut 
Grove. We also remember that in 1970 it was you who instructed some of your sannyäsé disciples to es-
tablish a temple in Coconut Grove. Therefore we feel certain of success if we continue to dedicate our 
lives to your mission without reservation.

Over the past several months we have experienced a very nice change of energy around the temple, 
and we feel very positive that Lord Kåñëa is blessing us by reciprocating with our sincere attempts to 
maintain your mission. We fully expect that in the very near future we will see wonderful changes come 
about within our local devotional community.

Çréla Prabhupäda, we sincerely pray that you will continue to bless us with the inspiration and dedica-
tion to carry on your mission. 

Your humble servants at ISKCON Miami, Florida, USA.

Mumbai (Chowpatty)
Dear Çréla Prabhupäda,

Please accept our humble obeisances. All glories to your lotus feet !
On behalf of all the devotees of Çré Çré Rädhä-Gopénätha Temple, ISKCON Chowpatty, Mumbai, I have 

been requested to prepare our offering for this year’s Vyäsa-püjä book.
The Mahäbhärata contains an excellent exchange of questions and answers between an invisible Yakña 

(who was really Yamaräja) and Yudhiñöhira Mahäräja. The last and most important question the Yakña 
asks is “What is the greatest wonder of the world?” Yudhiñöhira Mahäräja replies, “Every day men see 
all kinds of creatures departing to Yama’s abode, and yet those who remain seek to live forever. This 
verily is the greatest wonder.”

Yet the Mahäbhärata, though it contains the Bhagavad-gétä, does not really supply a practical solu-
tion for all mankind in the present age. It is only in the Çrémad-Bhägavatam and Caitanya-caritämåta that 
the detailed method of deliverance is explained. However, it was only you who could, on the strength 
of your guru’s blessings and instructions, really demonstrate this method of deliverance, by which  
all mankind, for all time to come, could solve the most difcult problem, i.e., repeated birth, old age, 
disease, and death.
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You demonstrated the solution of this grave problem and established this wonderful society, ISKCON, 
to propagate the teachings and practical, blissful, and sublime method of joyously chanting the mahä-
mantra—Hare Kåñëa, Hare Kåñëa, Kåñëa Kåñëa, Hare Hare/ Hare Räma, Hare Räma, Räma Räma, Hare 
Hare—both on beads (a minimum of sixteen rounds per day) and congregationally, anywhere, every-
where, and anytime. In this way you taught the ultimate solution to the most fundamental problem of 
everyone.

Thus you freely distributed transcendental knowledge, love of God, prasädam, practical advice on 
simple living and high thinking, and the method of preaching. When devotees follow your example 
and teachings, Lord Kåñëa recognizes these preachers and arranges for their further progress back to 
Godhead.

We are all eternally very, very grateful to you for having so painstakingly helped millions of men and 
women all over the world, in over six hundred centers in over one hundred countries. May we serve you 
eternally by helping you successfully implement your transcendental program.

Your grandchildren at Çré Çré Rädhä-Gopénätha Temple, Chowpatty, Mumbai, India.

 

Mumbai (Juhu)
Our dearest Çréla Prabhupäda,

Please accept our most humble obeisances at the dust of your lotus feet. All glories to Your Divine 
Grace!

Çréla Prabhupäda, your dear Heaven on Earth project at Juhu, dedicated to Their Lordships Çré Çré 
Rädhä-Räsabihäréjé, has considerably increased the preaching potential. We have formed an Integrated 
Preaching Program to bring together all the preaching departments, namely the Näma-haööa programs, 
the youth forum, and the ladies’ sat-saìga programs. Under this umbrella program we have implemented 
the Bhakti-våkña program, which is successfully inspiring many aspiring devotees to advance rapidly in 
Kåñëa consciousness. We have also introduced a monthly three-session Bhagavad-gétä course to bring in 
newcomers. And our monthly Sunday program, Mahä Préti-Vardhanam, brings together all the congrega-
tional devotees. In collaboration with the Mäyäpur Institute of Higher Education and Training (MIHET), 
we are also planning educational programs for our devotees. All these cultural and educational programs 
have been enhanced by the facilities provided by the Bhaktivedanta Cultural and Educational Complex, 
which is part of the Heaven on Earth project.

Çréla Prabhupäda, at rst the devotees advised you not to move to Juhu, but you strongly decided to 
make it a home for your beloved Lordships Çré Çré Rädhä-Räsabihäréjé. You told the devotees that once 
a temple is built, thousands of people will ock here. Your words have proven true. Thousands and 
thousands of people are ocking to your ISKCON Juhu every day. Therefore we have started the campus 
preaching program, to give an opportunity to these visitors to get a stronger taste of Kåñëa conscious-
ness. With the increased number of visitors, our book distribution has also increased. In addition, we 
are distributing books on the Internet under the “e-distribution” program.

The land we have acquired in Sastri Nagar has been almost cleared of all governmental formalities. 
We are now ready to start constructing a new building for the Bhaktivedanta Swami Mission School. 
We will then shift the present school from the Juhu premises to Sastri Nagar. This will enable us to have 
more space on Hare Krishna Land for an improved brahmacäré äçrama, a sannyäsé äçrama, a mätäjé 
äçrama, a devotee guest äçrama, a dormitory, administrative ofces, and so on. Please guide us to do 
this project properly.
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During Govardhana Püjä in 2007, we humbly invited Çré Giriräja-çilä to accept worship at your ISKCON 
Juhu temple. He has mercifully accepted our invitation, and He is now happily adorning the altar of Çré 
Çré Rädhä-Räsabihäréjé. The Dvärakä-çilä has also come to us, and we have placed Him on the altar of Çré 
Çré Sétä-Räma-Lakñmaëa-Hanumän.

Due to the proximity of the sea, the kalaças on top of the temple domes have tarnished. We are planning 
to replace them with gilded ones. We will use kalaças made of copper and place a beautifully designed 
ag with the symbol of Garuòa on it, under the guidance of His Holiness Giriräja Swami Mahäräja.

Çréla Prabhupäda, you wished that ISKCON Juhu become a world-class preaching center. Please give 
us the intelligence to understand your mood and make us an instrument to fulll your transcendental 
desire.

Thank you, Çréla Prabhupäda, for giving us this rare opportunity to render service at the lotus feet of 
Çré Çré Rädhä-Räsabihäréjé.

Your insignicant servants at ISKCON Juhu, Mumbai, India.

Mumbai (Mira Road)
 nama oà viñëu-pädäya kåñëa-preñöhäya bhü-tale
 çrémate bhaktivedänta-sväminn iti nämine

I offer my respectful obeisances unto His Divine Grace A. C. Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupäda, who is 
very dear to Lord Kåñëa on this earth, having taken shelter at His lotus feet.

 namas te särasvate deve gaura-väëé-pracäriëe 
 nirviçeña-çünyavädi-päçcätya-deça-täriëe

Our respectful obeisances are unto you, O spiritual master, servant of Sarasvaté Gosvämé. You are kindly 
preaching the message of Lord Caitanyadeva and delivering the Western countries, which are lled with 
impersonalism and voidism.

Dear Çréla Prabhupäda,
Please accept our humble obeisances at your lotus feet. All glories to Your Divine Grace!
Çréla Prabhupäda, you would sometimes quote Çrémad-Bhägavatam 11.19.21 (mad-bhakta-püjäbhyadhikä) 

to indicate that worshiping Kåñëa’s devotees is better than worshiping Him directly.
In Caitanya-caritämåta (Madhya 11.28), Lord Caitanya quotes the Ädi Puräëa as follows:

 ye me bhakta-janäù pärtha   na me bhaktäç ca te janäù
 mad-bhaktänäà ca ye bhaktäs   te me bhakta-tamä matäù

“[Lord Kåñëa told Arjuna:] ‘Those who are My direct devotees are actually not My devotees, but those 
who are the devotees of My servant are factually My devotees.’”

In the Caitanya-Bhägavata (Ädi 1.8), Çréla Våndävana Däsa Öhäkura has written:

 “ämära bhaktera püjä—ämä haite baòa”
 sei prabhu vede-bhägavate kailä daòha
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“That same Supreme Personality of Godhead [Lord Caitanya] has declared in the Vedas and Çrémad-
Bhägavatam, ‘Worship of My devotees is superior to worship of Me.’” 

Thus on this most auspicious occasion, we followers of Your Divine Grace wish to glorify you to the 
highest extent of our frail human capacity. Although such praise of you is never enough, never fully 
descriptive of the glorious truth of your personality, we still beg you to please accept this effort to honor 
you on this holiest day of your divine appearance.

Some qualities from the ocean of your good qualities:

  S – Special
  R – Rare
  I – Intelligent
  L – Loving
  A – Adoring 
  
  P – Pure
  R – Radiating 
  A – Ambitious for Kåñëa
  B – Bold
  H – Hard-working
  U – Untiring
  P – Peaceful
  A – Aiming high for Kåñëa
  D – Daring
  A – Attractive

Thank you, Çréla Prabhupäda, for fullling the order of your Guru Mahäräja to preach the message of 
Caitanya Mahäprabhu in English throughout the world.

Thank you, Çréla Prabhupäda, for crossing the Atlantic at an advanced age on the Jaladuta, under-
going so many hardships. On the ship you wrote beautiful verses to your dear Lord Kåñëa, asking to be 
a puppet in His hands, to dance at His command. Please shower your mercy so that even we can recite 
these beautiful verses and thus fully surrender to the Lord’s will.

Thank you, Çréla Prabhupäda, for living forever in your books. Your books are supremely powerful and 
are nondifferent from you. They are able to deliver all the fallen souls for the next ten thousand years. 
All glories to Your Divine Grace!

You said that your books were so powerful that they themselves could go out to distribute themselves, 
so it is only due to your causeless mercy that you have given us fallen souls a chance to distribute your 
divine books and get your blessings. Çréla Prabhupäda, please give your mercy so that we, your servants, 
can distribute your books very joyfully to everyone during the Gétä Marathon, as well as throughout 
the year.

Çréla Prabhupäda, as mentioned above, while on the Jaladuta you wrote wonderful prayers, in which 
you stated:

 äniyächo jadi prabhu ämäre näcäte
 näcäo näcäo prabhu näcäo se-mate
 käñöhera puttali jathä näcäo se-mate

“O Lord, I am just like a puppet in Your hands. So if You have brought me here to dance, then make me 
dance, make me dance, O Lord, make me dance as You like.”

Çréla Rüpa Gosvämé has written:

 yad api samädhiñu vidhir api paçyati na tava nakhägra-marécim 
 idam icchämi niçamya taväcyuta tad api kåpädbhuta-vécim 

“Although Brahmä in full samädhi cannot catch a glimpse of even a ray of the effulgence from the tips 
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of Your toenails, still, O Acyuta, because I have heard of the waves of Your astonishing mercy, I long to 
receive Your grace.”

 bhaktir udaïcati yadyapi mädhava na tvayi mama tila-mätré
 parameçvaratä tad api tavädhika-durghaöa-ghaöana-vidhätré 

“O Mädhava! Although I don’t possess even a sesame seed of bhakti for You, still, by Your inconceivable 
power, which makes the impossible possible, please fulll the desires of my heart.”

Similarly, in our present conditioned state of life we feel it is impossible for us to completely surrender 
and develop pure devotional service. But we are sure that by your divine glance and transcendental 
mercy we can achieve the impossible, i.e., ahaituké-bhakti.

The following are the reports for the last year:
New temple for Çré Çré Rädhä-Giridhäré on Mira Road: All the major hurdles are behind us, and things 

are at the nal stages to get the plans approved. His Grace Jagjévan Prabhu and Harsha Govind Prabhu 
are working hard on the legal front so that the temple construction can start. A lot of devotees are very 
enthusiastic about the construction of the new temple. Currently we are working on nding a suitable 
architect.

New temple for Çré Çré Rädhä-Madana-mohana in Kharghar: A few of our senior brahmacärés have 
been transferred to the Khargar project. His Grace Sura Däsa Prabhu, who worked hard to set up the 
management systems at Mira Road, has been appointed as the president of the Khargar project.

Preaching center at Bhavanagar: A few congregational devotees, headed by His Grace Kundal Kåñëa 
Prabhu, along with a couple of brahmacärés, have opened a preaching center at Bhavanagar and put  
on many successful programs in a short period of time. Devotees are searching for suitable land in  
Bhavanagar to build a temple.

Preaching at Vapi: His Grace Kamal Lochan Däsa and other congregational members set up a nice 
ten-day Hare Kåñëa festival in December and also distributed many books. Inspired by the programs, a 
few people have come forward to donate land, and we hope things will be nalized in a few months 

Preaching in Thane: A three-day Hare Kåñëa festival was organized in Thane in April, and many edu-
cated people were introduced to Kåñëa consciousness. Now regular programs are going on there.

Life membership program: A team of twenty brahmacärés headed by His Grace Chand Copi Däsa brings 
in practically all the funds to maintain the Mira Road temple, and we pray you will empower to bring in 
enough funds to build the new temple also. 

Bhaktivedanta College: By the inspiration of His Holiness Gopäl Krishna Goswami we have started 
Çrémad Bhagavad-gétä overview, Bhakti Sadäcära, and Bhakti-çästré courses in both Hindi and English. 
A lot of new teachers are being trained, and in a couple of years we wish to have full-edged classrooms 
and other facilities completely dedicated to the college. We also want to make our temple education-
oriented, keeping the college as the center. 

The Narasiàha Institute for Children’s Education (NICE): With the sincere efforts of Her Grace Bhäga-
vaté-kåpä Mätäjé and Her Grace Kñérodakaçäyaëé Mätäjé, many children are adopting the Kåñëa conscious 
way of life. Now the NICE programs are being held in Mira Road, Thane, and Kandivali.

Bhägavata Kathä: Bhägavata Kathäs by His Holiness Rädhä-Govinda Mahäräja, His Holiness Gaura 
Näräyaëa Mahäräja, and His Grace Påthu Däsa are all well-attended, and ISKCON Mira Road hosts the 
largest Bhägavata Kathä, by His Holiness Rädhä-Govinda Mahäräja.

Youth programs: Dear Çréla Prabhupäda, we are really lacking zeal in this area. We promise you that 
we will do something in this regard this year. 

Other preaching programs: His Grace Lalgovind Däsa and a group of boys are sincerely developing 
preaching programs between Malad and Virar. 

So we all are trying to fulll your instructions, but we are only able to do so to some limited extent, 
which is also possible only by your causeless mercy. We are doing only a fraction of our potential; we 
can improve in multifarious ways the quantity and quality of our activities and dealings. Please shower 
your causeless mercy on ISKCON Mira Road so that we can fulll all the instructions you have given us. 
You have instructed all your followers to spread Kåñëa consciousness all over the world, unlimitedly. 
But we are very limited, Çréla Prabhupäda, and so we very much need your mercy to make any progress 
in this regard.
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Please forgive us for any mistakes, offenses, neglect, or oversight we may have consciously or uncon-
sciously committed during this and previous years. Please have mercy on us and all the loyal devotees 
here. We pray that we can serve you selessly, with deep dedication, and never be separated from the 
shelter of your lotus feet. Dearmost Çréla Prabhupäda, kindly shower your mercy upon all your loyal 
ISKCON followers who are dedicated to expanding your glories and carrying out your instructions.

Your insignicant servants at the Mira Road ISKCON temple in Mumbai, India.

Nagpur
Dear Çréla Prabhupäda,

Please accept our humble obeisances. All glories to Your Divine Grace!

 aho prabhupäda dhanyo ’yaà   yat-kértià çärìgadhanvanaù
 gäyan mädyann idaà tantryä   ramayaty äturaà jagat

All glory and success to Çréla Prabhupäda because he glories the activities of the Personality of Godhead, 
and so doing he himself takes pleasure and also enlivens all the distressed souls of the universe.

This is an extremely auspicious and pleasing occasion for everyone because you appeared on this day. 
Without the presence of such a mahätmä as yourself, the entire world would be bereft of auspicious-
ness. It is said in all authentic revealed scriptures that actual auspiciousness begins for living entities 
when they come in touch with a pure devotee of Lord Kåñëa. Your magnanimous contribution of Kåñëa 
consciousness to the world serves as the best example for all the preachers of Kåñëa consciousness.

It is our great fortune that we have the opportunity to be part of a mission being led by a true, sincere, 
and pure devotee of Kåñëa like you. It is only because of you that we have taken to the path of Kåñëa 
consciousness. It is because of your compassion and mercy that the people of the world are becoming 
lovers of Kåñëa today.

The real glorication of a pure devotee is to render services and follow his instructions. Therefore, on 
this auspicious day of your divine appearance we would humbly like to take the opportunity to submit 
our insignicant services for 2007–2008 at your lotus feet. And also, we fall at your lotus feet and beg 
you to empower us to please you by fullling your mission here in Nagpur.

In 2007, many unprecedented developments occurred in the Nagpur yäträ. For your pleasure, here 
are a few of them:

Çré Jagannätha Ratha-yäträ was a great success. In the words of His Holiness Lokanäth Mahäräja, “This 
Ratha-yäträ was more successful than ever before.” The entire congregation, including many youths, 
was actively engaged.

Our ISKCON land papers also got clearance from the government, and we have begun constructing 
a boundary wall around our recently-acquired 3½ acres of land. Planning for the new temple is going 
on.

For the rst time in the history of ISKCON Nagpur we distributed more than 4,000 Bhagavad-gétäs 
during the Prabhupäda Marathon.

In the beginning of 2008, Lokanäth Swami performed ceremony inaugurating a public bus stop right 
outside our temple called “ISKCON.” 

Our temple attendance increased more and more throughout the year. Congregational devotees are 
enthusiastically taking part in celebrating festivals.

Nagpur is getting more association of senior devotees, your disciples.
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Youth preaching is also taking a new shape here. Regular youth preaching is now going on in a few 
colleges. In one college, the principal herself started chanting and encouraged all the students with the 
following words: “Personally, I have been beneted by this chanting. And I want that all of my students 
should chant this Hare Kåñëa mahä-mantra daily.”

Congregational preaching is happening now more systematically. We have started a Vaiñëava Train-
ing Academy to educate, train, and counsel full-time devotees, youths, and the congregation. We have 
completed three sessions. Many devotees who regularly attend these classes share the testimony given 
by one student: “This education program has given a real direction to my Kåñëa consciousness. Now I 
am more steady, focused, and absorbed in my chanting, and I feel enthused to preach and render ser-
vices.” Many such devotees have begun chanting sixteen rounds daily, regularly reading your books, 
and actively rendering services in the temple. Very soon we will start a trainee preacher forum to make 
qualied preachers of Kåñëa consciousness in Nagpur.

The standards of the temple morning program have increased. Very soon we will have a library of all 
your books and lectures, both in physical form and digital.

This year we plan to inspire at least 108 youths to start chanting seriously and to create at least 50 
ideal Kåñëa conscious gåhastha families committed to your mission.

As Kåñëa is ananta, unlimited, our plans to spread Kåñëa consciousness are also ananta. But kåñëa-çakti 
vinä nahe tära pravartana: one cannot spread the glories of the holy name of the Lord without being 
specically empowered by Him. And that empowerment comes in the paramparä through you.

On this day we fall at your lotus feet and beg for the purity required to spread Kåñëa consciousness in 
a systematic way, for the ability to expand book distribution, for the strength to bring real unity, friend-
ship, and love among all the devotees, and for the skill to train more and more dedicated devotees.

O Çréla Prabhupäda! Please make us dance, make us dance, make us dance as you like.
Thank you very much for engaging us. Hare Kåñëa.

Your aspiring grandsons and granddaughters at ISKCON Nagpur, Maharashtra, India. 

(written by Anantaçeña Däsa)

Natal 
Dear Çréla Prabhupäda,

Please accept our most humble and respectful obeisances at your lotus feet! All glories to you!
We cannot truly understand even a fraction of your transcendental qualities, yet we do understand 

that we have been blessed and caught by the waves of the mahä-mantra kértana: Hare Kåñëa, Hare Kåñëa, 
Kåñëa Kåñëa, Hare Hare/ Hare Räma, Hare Räma, Räma Räma, Hare Hare. These powerful waves reach 
our minds and hearts, creating chaos and destroying our dreams and desires for leading a life devoid 
of God, Lord Kåñëa. The marvelous effect of this matchless gift, the holy names, is gradually spreading 
and conquering everyone’s minds, little by little and at every instant. 

Please, Çréla Prabhupäda, although we do not feel qualied to make such a request, we beg you not 
to give up on us insignicant servants. Please engage us in your service.

Your unworthy servants in Natal, Brazil.
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New Badarikäçrama
 nama oà viñëu-pädäya kåñëa-preñöhäya bhü-tale
 çrémate bhaktivedänta-sväminn iti nämine

 namas te särasvate deve gaura-väëé-pracäriëe 
 nirviçeña-çünyavädi-päçcätya-deça-täriëe

Dear Çréla Prabhupäda,
Please accept my most humble obeisances. All glories to your lotus feet on this most auspicious day 

of your appearance! Please excuse my offenses in this feeble attempt to glorify those lotus feet.
In Çrémad-Bhägavatam (3.25.20) Lord Kapiladeva says to His mother Devahüti:

 prasaìgam ajaraà päçam   ätmanaù kavayo viduù
 sa eva sädhuñu kåto   mokña-dväram apävåtam

“Every learned man knows very well that attachment for the material is the greatest entanglement of 
the spirit soul. But that same attachment, when applied to the self-realized devotees, opens the door 
of liberation.”

There have been a few moments of clarity in my life, Çréla Prabhupäda, when I have understood how 
great is this gift of Kåñëa consciousness you sacriced your life to give us. My life has been nothing but 
entanglement and attachment for this miserable body. My lack of sincerity is evident by my inability to 
associate with and serve your devotees properly. I put on a show, but my heart is so crusty with impious 
activity that there is no honesty. To preach and to distribute your books are the activities most dear to 
you, but I always create some excuse to avoid them and look for something to rationalize my miserly 
mentality. Thus, what chance is there of my becoming attached to you?

In Çrémad-Bhägavatam (10.31.9) the gopés sing: 

 tava kathämåtaà tapta-jévanaà
     kavibhir éòitaà kalmañäpaham
 çravaëa-maìgalaà çrémad ätataà
     bhuvi gåëanti ye bhüri-dä janäù

“The nectar of Your words and the descriptions of Your activities are the life and soul of those suffering in 
this material world. These narrations, transmitted by learned sages, eradicate one’s sinful reactions and 
bestow good fortune upon whoever hears them. These narrations are broadcast all over the world and are 
lled with spiritual power. Certainly those who spread the message of Godhead are most municent.”

This verse perfectly applies to you, Çréla Prabhupäda, because the nectar of your words describing 
the Lord are relieving the suffering of this fallen world. For unqualied souls like us, what greater fortune 
can there be than to have the opportunity to perform devotional service? Certainly you are the most 
municent, having spread this mercy throughout the whole world. Because of your intense devotion 
and purity, you motivated even the most stonehearted persons to take up the service of Lord Caitanya 
without expecting anything in return.

Although these years of your physical absence have been extremely difcult, remembrance of your 
beautiful smile and gentle movements have been our comforts. Things are going on only by your will 
and the mercy of your dear Çré Çré Rädhä-Çyämasundara. What you had to endure pains our hearts and 
makes our troubles seem so tiny, yet you made everyone feel signicant. Like a father who tolerates and 
shelters a nonsensical child who repeatedly exercises bad judgment, you mercifully continue to shelter 
us from the re of material existence despite our offenses.

But does one use this as an excuse to continue in ignorance? No. The father also chastises the child 
to grab his attention. Please, Çréla Prabhupäda, chastise me as you see t so that I may come out of this 
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ignorance and into the light of devotional service, so that I may not waste time but use what little I have 
left in the most urgent work of saìkértana.

Should the child become indignant at the chastisement of the father? No. This will only increase his 
suffering. My suffering, Çréla Prabhupäda, has increased only because of my failure to carefully execute 
your clear instructions due to my dull-headedness. Instead of being intelligent and recognizing how this 
body is failing, I continue to think that some material adjustment will be the cure. But the real medicine 
is to take shelter of you and have implicit faith in your instructions. By your example you’ve shown us 
how to surrender and be the Lord’s perfect instrument.

Please, Çréla Prabhupäda, be kind to me so that I can be your instrument and assist you in some way 
in Lord Caitanya’s movement. Just as He is your life and soul, you are our life and soul.

Your servants at New Badarikäçrama, Denver, Colorado, USA.

(written by Naikätmä Däsa)

New Biharvana
Dear Çréla Prabhupäda,

 nama oà viñëu-pädäya kåñëa-preñöhäya bhü-tale
 çrémate bhaktivedänta-sväminn iti nämine

 namas te särasvate deve gaura-väëé-pracäriëe 
 nirviçeña-çünyavädi-päçcätya-deça-täriëe

Please accept our humble obeisances at your divine lotus feet. All glories to you! And all glories to Çré 
Çré Rädhä-Baìkebihäré, who kindly came to Boise twenty years ago at your request!

This last year we have been holding three Bhakti Våkña programs. The objective is to give the partici-
pants an opportunity to cultivate their Kåñëa consciousness by reading your books.

In one of the Bhakti Våkña programs, after ve weeks of classes, the students were giving their re-
alizations.When it was Judy’s turn, she could not contain herself and said out loud: “After reading the 
books, I have come to the conclusion that Jesus was a Hare Kåñëa. Everything he said and believed is 
in these books.”

Now, Judy is not a new-ager or a hippie type. Judy is a sixty-year-old devout Christian grandmother who 
is a little bit disillusioned by her church and trying to keep her family intact. We met her at a book table 
in the park and invited her to the course, entitled “Journey of Self-Discovery with Çréla Prabhupäda.”

The group was studying your glorious earthly pastimes and your analysis of the present conditions 
of the world. The primary book they were reading was the condensed Lélämåta, Your Ever Well-Wisher, 
supplemented by Journey of Self-Discovery, an anthology of your talks on various practical issues of 
today. 

After nishing Your Ever Well-Wisher, Bhakta Çyäma, who has been coming to the temple for several 
months and trying to understand Kåñëa consciousness, said, “I now understand what Kåñëa conscious-
ness is. It is chanting Hare Kåñëa, eating prasädam, associating with devotees, and doing a lit bit of 
service for Kåñëa. It is so simple!”

Such is the power of your books; such is the impact of your brief presence amongst us. The impact 
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of associating with your pastimes is so inspiring that it changes lives, making people Kåñëa conscious 
in a matter of weeks. This indicates that these are not ordinary people but rare souls who have taken 
perhaps thousands of births to come to this point. As Lord Kåñëa says in the Bhagavad-gétä (7.19):

 bahünäà janmanäm ante   jïänavän mäà prapadyate
 väsudevaù sarvam iti   sa mahätmä su-durlabhaù

“After many births and deaths, he who is actually in knowledge surrenders unto Me, knowing Me to be 
the cause of all causes and all that is. Such a great soul is very rare.”

Çréla Prabhupäda, you have made achieving the lotus feet of Kåñëa so simple. We are unable to  
adequately thank you. We pray to you, humbly and simply, to keep us under your lotus feet.

Your servants at New Biharvana, Boise, Idaho, USA.

(written by Anantarüpa Däsa)

New Dvärakä
Dear Çréla Prabhupäda,

Please accept the humble obeisances of your servants at your Los Angeles ISKCON center, New 
Dvärakä. All glories to Your Divine Grace on the day of your all-auspicious appearance!

During your visible personal presence on earth you spent many days at your temples in Los Angeles, 
especially the one on Watseka Avenue. Fortunately you made many statements about Los Angeles, which 
we fondly recall, as they allow us to see Los Angeles through your transcendental eyes. Here are just a 
few of your many observations. 

You once said:

I’ve seen in Los Angeles big, big palm trees, very long, but there is no fruit. In India there are palm 
trees like that, they bear fruit, very nice fruit, täl. Very sweet fruit. So any tree which does not 
give us nice fruit or nice ower, that is sinful. [Bhagavad-gétä lecture, London, 17 August 1973] 

Today we can see those same tall palm trees along the streets around the temple. To many they look 
very picturesque, but you gave us some additional insight.

The distant hills in Los Angeles inspired you to give some philosophical lessons. You said: 

We see sometimes the hills from our room. Here there are many hills in Los Angeles. But they are 
not distinct. When you are seeing the hills from a distant place, it looks like something cloudy. 
But if you go still further towards the hill, you’ll distinctly nd that there is something, hill. And 
if you come to the hill, then you’ll nd so many persons are working there, so many houses are 
there. There are streets, motorcars, everything, all varieties. So similarly, when one wants to 
know the Absolute Truth by his teeny brain—“I shall make research to nd out the Absolute 
Truth”—then you’ll have vague idea, impersonal idea. And if you become a meditator, then you 
will nd that God is situated within your heart. . . . And those who are devotees, they meet the 
Supreme Person face to face just like we are meeting face to face, talk face to face, serve directly. 
[Çrémad-Bhägavatam lecture, Los Angeles, 20 April 1973]

When we walk from the temple on Watseka Avenue out to Venice Boulevard and look southeast, we can 
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see the same indistinct hills you saw when you were present here. And looking at those hills, we are 
reminded of you and the lessons you taught when talking to your followers in the temple face to face. By 
serving you, we will eventually come to the position of meeting the Supreme Person face to face. When 
we see the hills of Los Angeles, we can remember that.

Sometimes we walk on the Los Angeles beaches you walked on when you were present here. You 
said: 

We have seen that Los Angeles on the beach, the big Pacic Ocean, but just about three yards 
or four yards off from the ocean we are walking. We are condent that “Although the Pacic 
Ocean is so big, powerful, it cannot come here.” Only a few yards off we are walking, condent. 
So everyone is working under the direction of the Supreme Lord. Ocean, although very powerful, 
very big, still, by the order of Kåñëa, it cannot go beyond the limit. [Çrémad-Bhägavatam class, 
Mäyäpur, 22 June  1973] 

Although in this statement you concentrated on the normal situation of the ocean staying within its 
bounds, you also acknowledged that Kåñëa could cause the ocean to exceed its bounds. “If God wants,” 
you said, “this whole city of Los Angeles can be, within a second, overpowered by this water of the 
Pacic Ocean. Within a second. It does not take much time.” (Çrémad-Bhägavatam lecture, Los Angeles, 
13 August 1972)

Sometimes you took a look far into the future, anticipating the big environmental crises to come at 
the end of the manvantara. You explained: 

After the span of life of Cäkñuña Manu, there is another inundation. And then again everything 
comes out gradually and the water dries. Just like you see the Pacic Ocean, it is drying. Of course, 
we shall not live, but if hundreds years after, if somebody comes here, he will see that the Los 
Angeles city has expanded and the Pacic Ocean has diminished. This is going on. In this way, 
one day will be, there will be no Pacic Ocean. And therefore, without water, everyone will die. 
Simply sunshine, bright sunshine. So then again, as there is after bright sunshine there is cloud 
and rain, similarly, again there will be rain. Then again there will be water. [Çrémad-Bhägavatam 
lecture, Los Angeles, 20 September 1972] 

Therefore, when we see the Pacic we can be reminded of your vision, your words, your lessons, how 
you saw everything in relationship to Kåñëa.

Los Angeles is famously a place of incredible contrasts and wealth. On one hand there are the rich 
and famous living in Beverly Hills, and on the other hand you have the poor and homeless. In this regard 
you said, “Just like ordinarily, everyone is working in Los Angeles, hard, day and night, but somebody’s 
poor man, somebody’s rich man. Why? According to karma.” (Çrémad-Bhägavatam class, Los Angeles, 
20 May 1972) But even for the rich, life can be tough. You observed: 

Similarly, in your country also, there are many men coming daily Los Angeles, ve hundred miles 
by plane. This is your civilization. For two meals only, you have to make so much tapasya—fty 
miles, hundred miles, ve hundred miles, go and come back. [Çrémad-Bhägavatam lecture, Japan, 
22 April 1972]

What about the LA trafc? You said: 

When I was in Los Angeles, there is a freeway. So eight lines of cars running in seventy miles 
speed this way, and eight miles of lines running cars on the opposite side. And unfortunately 
one day we had one car which was running at thirty-ve miles only, and our Gaurasundara was 
driving. [chuckling] Immediately he was arrested by the police. Not exactly arrested—stopped. 
That means you cannot run your car in this way, thirty-ve miles speed. So now from impartial 
point of view, if we study why people are running in this way and that way . . . What is the ulti-
mate goal? If we calculate very in cool head, the ultimate goal is sense gratication. That’s all. 
[Çrémad-Bhägavatam lecture, Tittenhurst, UK, 13 September 1969]
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And then there is the ever-present threat of earthquakes. You apparently experienced one. You 
said: 

I am thinking at the present moment that “I am this body.” Everyone is thinking. Therefore, when 
there is fear of destruction of this body, we become very much afraid, perplexed. We have seen 
in Los Angeles. There was earthquake, and all the neighborhood, women especially, began to 
scream, fearful, “Now death is coming.” So everyone is afraid. This is the material nature. [Çré-
mad-Bhägavatam lecture, Bombay, 10 December 1974]

In Los Angeles you began some of your most important intellectual initiatives, such as your assault 
on the mistaken ideas of modern materialistic science. You said: 

Recently, when I was in Los Angeles, one German scientist came there. He has written one book, 
Chemical Evolution, and he has got Nobel Prize. Now he’s touring for lecturing on his theory. 
So in the California university there is our student, Dr. Svarüpa Dämodara. He’s my disciple. 
He’s doctor in chemistry. So, when this German chemist was lecturing, theorizing that life has 
come from chemicals, so [Svarüpa Dämodara] put the question that “Suppose if I give you these 
chemicals, whether you can prepare a life?” He answered in the meeting, “That I cannot say.” 
That means he’s not certain; still, he’s theorizing that from chemical, life has come. No, from 
chemical, life has not come; from life, chemical has come. This is real theory. [Bhagavad-gétä 
lecture, Bombay, 19 February 1974)

Let us keep alive and expand your preaching mood. When we look at the Los Angeles ISKCON temple, 
we can see that it was once a church. You said, 

In Los Angeles we have purchased that church. When it was running as a church, it was deserted. 
Since we have taken that, every night, every day, hundreds of people are gathering like this, 
because there is words of Kåñëa. [Çrémad-Bhägavatam lecture, New Våndävana, 6 September 
1972] 

It is our duty to make sure the words of Kåñëa and the names of Kåñëa continue to resound in the temple 
and thus keep it full of people. If we slacken in this duty, it may again become deserted. 

You spoke of how Kåñëa was providing for the Los Angeles temple and its residents:

We have got heavy expenditure, but Kåñëa is supplying. This is a fact. None of our boys and 
girls, they go to ofce or to factory or they earn. The . . . In Los Angeles, our neighborhood 
men, they’re very envious. They say, “How you maintain such huge establishment and you do 
not work?” They cannot dream that without working one can eat.” [Çrémad-Bhägavatam class, 
Våndävana, 21 October 1972] 

And today Kåñëa is still supplying. Of course, today the situation is a little bit different. Some of “our 
boys and girls” do go to the ofce, or factory, or shop to work, but there is still a core of “boys and girls” 
(some of them getting a bit on in years) who do not go to the ofce or factory.

Once when you were in India and noticing that not very many people were attending your lecture 
you said: 

This class, when it is held in Los Angeles, this full hall would have been compact. This is the 
difference between India and foreign countries. They are receiving this message of Kåñëa con-
sciousness very seriously. Here they are rejecting. Indians, they’re rejecting. [Çrémad-Bhägavatam, 
Mäyäpura, 14 June 1973] 

Now the situation is a little different. When we travel from Los Angeles to your temples in India, we see 
that the classes are full there also, and that many people in India are receiving the message of Kåñëa 
consciousness very seriously. And we know this must be immensely pleasing to you, but we hope to 
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continue pleasing you by increasing the number of people attending lectures in Los Angeles and nd other 
ways to increase the number of people receiving the message of Kåñëa consciousness very seriously.

Once you said: 

If I invite all the dogs and animals of Los Angeles city to come here to hear about Bhagavad-
gétä, it is not possible, because they are animals. But if I appeal to the human being, because 
he is human being, he may be interested. He should be interested, but the time is so bad that 
nobody is interested, but still, he may be interested. [Çrémad-Bhägavatam class, Los Angeles, 
14 December 1973] 

Here you summarize the essence of your preaching in the modern world and the difculties of it. Because 
we are following in your footsteps and are trying to make your desires our desires, your words are very 
meaningful to us. We should also appeal to human beings to hear the Bhagavad-gétä and purchase the 
Bhagavad-gétä. This is difcult. Because of the nature of Kali-yuga, many people are not interested, but 
because they are human beings rather than animals it is possible that some of them may become inter-
ested in hearing the Bhagavad-gétä. Therefore it is our duty to invite them to accept the Bhagavad-gétä 
and hear about it. 

You always liked the book distribution that took place in Los Angeles. You said:

These books are very much welcome in the Western countries. I have got report just now, I 
have received from Los Angeles. The report is that within the three days of Christmas holidays, 
we have sold one lakh worth of books within three days. So our books are being very much 
welcome in the Western countries, especially the Bhagavad-gétä As It Is. [Çrémad-Bhägavatam 
lecture, Bombay, 12 January 1973]

During your physical presence Los Angeles was the world headquarters of the Bhaktivedanta Book 
Trust. You were very concerned about the quality of the publishing. You told the following story: 

Recently one gentleman from India . . . He is a man of very good position, ICS, the old ICS, British 
ICS, Indian Civil Service. They are the topmost service. So he sent me one translation of Çrémad-
Bhägavatam. So perhaps you know. Gargamuni knows. So I rejected it, that “No, this cannot be 
published. There are so many anomalies.” And so his daughter is here in Los Angeles. So she came 
with her husband and took back. So we do not publish anything which is not approved by the 
äcäryas. We are not like ordinary press, that anything and anything will come and we shall publish. 
No. That is not our business. It must be approved, as we are presenting Bhagavad-gétä as it is, no 
mental concoction. We don’t allow any mental concoction. It must be approved by the äcärya, 
disciplic succession. Then it is nice. [Çrémad-Bhägavatam class, Los Angeles, 1 July 1970] 

Today the BBT is still present in Los Angeles, and the devotees there have the same duty to insure that 
everything that comes out from the BBT is approved by you, the founder-äcärya, as well as the disciplic 
succession.

During the early days of the movement, you showed your appreciation for the simple efforts your 
young disciples made to attract people to the Kåñëa consciousness movement. You said: 

In our Los Angeles temple they have made very nice puppet show, and people are appreciat-
ing very much. Even they are selling ticket at the rate of one dollar fty cents, still, people are 
coming. Last Sunday I was present, and they invited, distributed pamphlets, and more than a 
hundred people came, and they participated with the kértana very nicely, they heard the lecture, 
and the function was for two hours. Still, they kept very busy themselves in eating prasädam, in 
seeing the puppet show and the cinema of Ratha-yäträ. So many things. It was very successful. 
And they collected about more than $150. So things have to be organized. [Çrémad-Bhägavatam 
lecture, Hawaii, 21 March 1969] 

So, yes, things do have to be organized. Today we should not simply stick to routines. Without giving 
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up the essence, we should always be thinking of newer and newer ways to attract people to Kåñëa con-
sciousness and contribute to the success of the Kåñëa consciousness movement.

Of course, one of the most attractive features of the Sunday Feast and Kåñëa consciousness in general 
is prasädam, spiritual vegetarian food. You said: 

The next austerity, we say that don’t take any animal food. There is no need of taking. Perhaps 
you are coming to our Love Feast. We can prepare. Of course, these boys and girls, they are not 
very expert, but still, whatever they have learned, and they are supplying prasädam to your 
American boys and girls, and people, they are appreciating very much. In Los Angeles—that is 
our biggest temple in your country—we get in every Love Feast day not less than two hundred 
guests. They come from far away with their car and they take. They like it. You see? So if you 
accept this austerity, that “We shall not eat meat, but we can have very nice foodstuff from 
grains, from fruits, from vegetables, milk, sugar, so many nice foodstuff,” you will forget. Simply 
you have to learn. That is not very severe austerity. Simply our process is Kåñëa consciousness, 
how from this present consciousness we want to change to Kåñëa consciousness. [Lecture, 
Boston, 25 April 1969] 

Today in Los Angeles we continue to satisfy your desire that we distribute prasädam. We distribute 
prasädam at the Sunday Feast, at our Govinda’s restaurant during the week, and at festivals throughout 
the year, all for your pleasure.

So we, your disciples and granddisciples here in Los Angeles, desire to continue to please you by 
serving you in the temple you established here. You once said:

In Los Angeles also our program is going on very nicely. He, my disciple in charge, Karand-
hara—he’s present here—he’s simply doing what I instruct, and he’s doing very nicely, rst 
class. Everyone who comes, they become enchanted with the temple, with the activities, with 
the disciples. So this is the way. This is called paramparä system. Don’t try to manufacture. 
[Lecture, Detroit, 16 July 1971] 

So we pray to be able to closely follow your instructions, so that people will continue to be enchanted 
by the temple, the activities, and the disciples.

At times we enter your apartment in the Los Angeles temple building. It is a beautifully transcendental 
place, full of your quiet presence. It is touching that you would think of your apartment in LA, even when 
you were far away from it. Once in India you said, 

Mind can run within a second many thousands of miles, immediately. Suppose I am sitting here. 
So I have got my apartment in Los Angeles, ten thousand miles away. I can immediately go. 
[Bhagavad-gétä class, Ahmedabad, 13 December 1972] 

Sometimes we feel the pressures of life in a big city like Los Angeles and we want to go somewhere 
else. Perhaps we dream of going to the Himalayas. But you said: 

You don’t require to go to Himalaya. You just remain in Los Angeles city and engage your eyes 
to see Kåñëa, you are more than a person who has gone to Himalayas. [Bhagavad-gétä class, Los 
Angeles, 19 December 1968] 

Or perhaps we want to go not to the Himalayas but to Vaikuëöha. In this regard, you said: 

Just like this temple. This temple is spiritual, Vaikuëöha. It is not Los Angeles. Don’t think like 
that. It is Vaikuëöha. Because here every second the remembrance of Kåñëa is there. Therefore 
it is not Los Angeles. Or anyone who remembers Kåñëa always, twenty-four hours, he is living 
in Vaikuëöha. He is not in the kingdom of mäyä. [Çrémad-Bhägavatam lecture, Los Angeles, 2 
October 1972] 



H
om

ages from
ISKC

O
N

 C
enters

143

Thank you for giving us the chance to always remember Kåñëa and live in Vaikuëöha. Or perhaps we 
want to go to Våndävana. You said: 

Just like we have come here to preach Kåñëa consciousness. We have no distinction between 
Los Angeles and Våndävana. Wherever I am, I am in Kåñëa consciousness, that is Våndävana. 
That’s all. I don’t live in Los Angeles or anywhere. I live in Kåñëa consciousness, I preach Kåñëa 
consciousness, therefore I live in Kåñëa. So your principle should be like that. [Bhagavad-gétä 
class, Los Angeles, 27 December 1968] 

So we shall try to make our principle like that.

Your disciples, granddisciples, and other followers in New Dvärakä, Los Angeles, California, USA.

(written by Drutakarmä Däsa)

New Gokula (Milleld)
Dear Çréla Prabhupäda,

Please accept our humble obeisances. All glories to you on this auspicious day of your appearance!
You are the father of your disciples. Like a loving father, you are always ready to give your mercy 

even if your disciples and granddisciples do not deserve it. Actually, Çréla Prabhupäda, we are made 
of your mercy. We cannot claim to have any knowledge or good qualities without your transcendental 
mercy. If we become puffed up with knowledge and acquired qualities, then punar müñiko bhava: “Again 
become a mouse!” So we read your books and try to follow the example of great devotees. We follow 
your instructions. We practice humility as Lord Caitanya has taught and pray that you will be pleased 
with us in our devotional service.

Our farming community has had some problems. Now we are looking forward to a better future for 
the farm. By your mercy we hope to achieve the fulllment of what an ISKCON farming community can 
present to the society: “Simple living and high thinking,” sustainable agriculture, organic farming, milking 
the cows, training the bulls, training the devotees in Kåñëa consciousness, enjoying our lives in Kåñëa 
consciousness, and bathing in the ocean of your transcendental mercy.

Please bless us that we can please you in our service to Çré Çré Rädhä-Gokulänanda. 

Your servants at ISKCON New Gokula Farm, Milleld, Australia.

(written by Ädi Puruña Däsa) 
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New Gokula (Vancouver)
 nama oà viñëu-pädäya kåñëa-preñöhäya bhü-tale
 çrémate bhaktivedänta-sväminn iti nämine

 namas te särasvate deve gaura-väëé-pracäriëe 
 nirviçeña-çünyavädi-päçcätya-deça-täriëe

Our Commander in Chief of the Saìkértana Revolution

Our great Lord of mercy,
Karuëävatära Çré Caitanya,
Has descended from on high
To rescue all of us suffering souls
Caught in Kali’s poisonous embrace.

Our great saviors Nitäi-Gauräìga
Have thus arisen together,
Like the sun and the moon,
To remove the darkness of ignorance
That has stied mankind’s hope.

Declaring war on Kali’s dark hordes,
Our merciful Lords have brought with Them
Their own invincible divine astras
As Their own empowered servants,
Who alone can defeat
Kali’s rampant tyrants and rogues.

From among these valiant spiritual warriors,
Çréla Bhaktivinoda rst of all
Sounded the clarion call
To rally all pious souls
Under the banner of the yuga-dharma
Of Mahäprabhu’s saìkértana movement.

His fearless son Çréla Bhaktisiddhänta Öhäkura
Boldly traversed all of Bhäratavarña
To challenge and uproot
The vicious concoctions and shameless deviations
Of the demon agents of Kali,
Masquerading as pseudo-Vaiñëavas.

He roared out with potent çakti
The pure message of Mahäprabhu,
That any and all souls
Can become worthy recipients
Of the nectarean ood of gaura-kåpä
When they simply call out with sincere hearts
The divine names of Nitäi-Gauräìga

And glorify the Divine Couple
With the chanting of the Hare Kåñëa mantra.

From among the many true servants
Of the conquering siàha-guru,
One great commander arose
To fulll his great desire
And help liberate the entire world.

Predicted as the senapati bhakta,
The commander in chief
Of Gauräìga’s saìkértana forces,
Çréla A.C. Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupäda
Humbly took up the sacred order
Of his perfect master with uninching faith
And single-handedly conquered
All of the Western, mleccha loka.

Inspiring so many downcast and searching souls,
He lovingly nurtured our budding attraction
To follow his pure life of devotion.
Arming us with the kavaca of strong sädhana,
He showed us how to win the rst battle
By uprooting the demons of sin
Still lurking in our impure hearts.

Then he miraculously transformed
So many into stalwart messengers
Of the golden Lord’s gospel of love of God,
Sending them to every town and village
With the blessings of näma-saìkértana—
The essence of the pure gaura-väëé.

Holding tightly to the shield of his mercy,
They continue to relentlessly push aside
All the skeptics and cynical disbelievers
As they spread worldwide
The great bhägavata revolution
In the dawn of Gauräìga’s golden age of love.

Çréla Prabhupäda has armed his faithful followers
With the invincible divine weapons
Of the pure harinäma
And the divya-jïäna
Of his perfect väëé.

Under his empowered command
His saìkértana army of truth
Has conquered in all directions
To push back Kali’s entrenched dark forces.

At last suffering mankind
Can nd new hope
In the golden Lord’s expanding glories
By broadcasting the greatest good news
That we are all God’s children,
Meant to regain His blissful service.

And that our beautiful playful Lord
Awaits us all to join Him again
In His eternal festival of love,
To be experienced even now
In the sweet glorication
Of His all-blissful names.

Thus secure under our fearless commander in 
chief,
The saìkértana forces keep pushing forward,
Following behind our ever-triumphant leader,
Who has already cleared the path of all danger.

We pray to always remember
That under his enduring protection
No harm can ever come to us,
Neither from Kali’s relentless agents
Nor from Mäyä’s beguiling allurements.

For we’re fortied by this solid conviction
That he is all-victorious in the past,
He is indeed victorious in the present,
And is assuredly ever victorious in the future.

Our commander in chief,
Jagad-guru Çréla Prabhupäda.

Çréla Prabhupäda’s grateful servants in New 
Gokula, ISKCON Vancouver, Canada.

(written by Gokulänanda Däsa)
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New Gokula (Vancouver)
 nama oà viñëu-pädäya kåñëa-preñöhäya bhü-tale
 çrémate bhaktivedänta-sväminn iti nämine

 namas te särasvate deve gaura-väëé-pracäriëe 
 nirviçeña-çünyavädi-päçcätya-deça-täriëe

Our Commander in Chief of the Saìkértana Revolution

Our great Lord of mercy,
Karuëävatära Çré Caitanya,
Has descended from on high
To rescue all of us suffering souls
Caught in Kali’s poisonous embrace.

Our great saviors Nitäi-Gauräìga
Have thus arisen together,
Like the sun and the moon,
To remove the darkness of ignorance
That has stied mankind’s hope.

Declaring war on Kali’s dark hordes,
Our merciful Lords have brought with Them
Their own invincible divine astras
As Their own empowered servants,
Who alone can defeat
Kali’s rampant tyrants and rogues.

From among these valiant spiritual warriors,
Çréla Bhaktivinoda rst of all
Sounded the clarion call
To rally all pious souls
Under the banner of the yuga-dharma
Of Mahäprabhu’s saìkértana movement.

His fearless son Çréla Bhaktisiddhänta Öhäkura
Boldly traversed all of Bhäratavarña
To challenge and uproot
The vicious concoctions and shameless deviations
Of the demon agents of Kali,
Masquerading as pseudo-Vaiñëavas.

He roared out with potent çakti
The pure message of Mahäprabhu,
That any and all souls
Can become worthy recipients
Of the nectarean ood of gaura-kåpä
When they simply call out with sincere hearts
The divine names of Nitäi-Gauräìga

And glorify the Divine Couple
With the chanting of the Hare Kåñëa mantra.

From among the many true servants
Of the conquering siàha-guru,
One great commander arose
To fulll his great desire
And help liberate the entire world.

Predicted as the senapati bhakta,
The commander in chief
Of Gauräìga’s saìkértana forces,
Çréla A.C. Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupäda
Humbly took up the sacred order
Of his perfect master with uninching faith
And single-handedly conquered
All of the Western, mleccha loka.

Inspiring so many downcast and searching souls,
He lovingly nurtured our budding attraction
To follow his pure life of devotion.
Arming us with the kavaca of strong sädhana,
He showed us how to win the rst battle
By uprooting the demons of sin
Still lurking in our impure hearts.

Then he miraculously transformed
So many into stalwart messengers
Of the golden Lord’s gospel of love of God,
Sending them to every town and village
With the blessings of näma-saìkértana—
The essence of the pure gaura-väëé.

Holding tightly to the shield of his mercy,
They continue to relentlessly push aside
All the skeptics and cynical disbelievers
As they spread worldwide
The great bhägavata revolution
In the dawn of Gauräìga’s golden age of love.

Çréla Prabhupäda has armed his faithful followers
With the invincible divine weapons
Of the pure harinäma
And the divya-jïäna
Of his perfect väëé.

Under his empowered command
His saìkértana army of truth
Has conquered in all directions
To push back Kali’s entrenched dark forces.

At last suffering mankind
Can nd new hope
In the golden Lord’s expanding glories
By broadcasting the greatest good news
That we are all God’s children,
Meant to regain His blissful service.

And that our beautiful playful Lord
Awaits us all to join Him again
In His eternal festival of love,
To be experienced even now
In the sweet glorication
Of His all-blissful names.

Thus secure under our fearless commander in 
chief,
The saìkértana forces keep pushing forward,
Following behind our ever-triumphant leader,
Who has already cleared the path of all danger.

We pray to always remember
That under his enduring protection
No harm can ever come to us,
Neither from Kali’s relentless agents
Nor from Mäyä’s beguiling allurements.

For we’re fortied by this solid conviction
That he is all-victorious in the past,
He is indeed victorious in the present,
And is assuredly ever victorious in the future.

Our commander in chief,
Jagad-guru Çréla Prabhupäda.

Çréla Prabhupäda’s grateful servants in New 
Gokula, ISKCON Vancouver, Canada.

(written by Gokulänanda Däsa)
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New Goloka
 nama oà viñëu-pädäya kåñëa-preñöhäya bhü-tale
 çrémate bhaktivedänta-sväminn iti nämine

 namas te särasvate deve gaura-väëé-pracäriëe 
 nirviçeña-çünyavädi-päçcätya-deça-täriëe

The dignity of Your Divine Grace
Manifests like a fragrant blooming ower.
You opened the door of kåñëa-bhakti
With your spiritual energy and power.

The preaching mission of Your Divine Grace
Descends directly from Goloka dhäma.
Lord Caitanya personally takes charge
To spread the glories of Çré Rädhä-Çyäma.

The transcendental books by Your Divine Grace
Are torchlights on the material path.
Your words awake Kåñëa consciousness
To save us from worldly wrath.

The matchless gift of Your Divine Grace:
The chanting of the Lord’s holy name.
Hare Kåñëa mahä-mantra bestows
All bliss, knowledge, and eternal aim.

The causeless mercy of Your Divine Grace
Flows in every town and village.
Harinäma echoes around the earth;
The bright hope in dark Kali age.

The instructions of Your Divine Grace
Eternally illuminate—never get dim.
You lighten human life by your slogan
“Always remember Kåñëa, never forget Him.”

The shelter of Your Divine Grace—
Cooling shade from the blazing heat.
Protection is certain in all circumstances
Under secure shield of your lotus feet.

The followers of Your Divine Grace
Always preach at every chance.
Their devout dedication to you
Shows by action without fake trance.

Your servants of New Goloka Dhäma, North Carolina, USA.
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New Govardhana (Murwillumbah)
Just One Morning

Dear Çréla Prabhupäda,
Please accept our humble obeisances at your lotus feet.

 nama oà viñëu-pädäya kåñëa-preñöhäya bhü-tale
 çrémate bhaktivedänta-sväminn iti nämine

 namas te särasvate deve gaura-väëé-pracäriëe 
 nirviçeña-çünyavädi-päçcätya-deça-täriëe

On this most auspicious Vyäsa-püjä day, we meditate upon your lotus feet in the following way.
While rising early in the morning, you recite the holy name of the Lord and, making your way to the 

bathroom for ablutions, ready yourself for serving your Guru Mahäräja. It’s 2 a.m. when you sit down 
and begin translating into English the greatest of all literatures, Çrémad-Bhägavatam, for the benet of 
those less fortunate. They cannot comprehend the transcendental sound vibration of such a great lit-
erature, but this spotless puräëa is as brilliant as the sun, and persons who have lost their vision due to 
the dense darkness of ignorance in this age of Kali will, by your mercy, get light from this puräëa. Diving 
deep into the commentaries of the previous äcäryas, you retrieve their many treasures and, polishing 
those valuables with the silken cloth of your own attachment to the lotus feet of the Lord, then place 
them on the altarlike pages of your books for us to worship and serve.

Now you’re softly chanting japa, and the sound is like nectar pouring into our ears. We rejoice in 
thinking that our spiritual master is the very best servant of the Lord. By your chanting of the holy 
name of Kåñëa, the world is puried. This morning a beautiful melody emanates from the harmonium 
in your room, and your voice is enraptured with feelings of great separation. The Çré Gurv-añöakam of 
Çréla Viçvanätha Cakravarté Öhäkura is the jewel of the maìgala-ärati ceremony, and you are offering this 
jewel at the lotus feet of your spiritual master.

Soon the sun will rise and signal the time for your morning walk. We follow behind as just one of your 
many devotees, but we feel like a puppy, and it is hard to keep pace, both physically and philosophi-
cally. But from our distant post you look just like the full moon surrounded by the many stars of your 
wonderful disciples, and you shine as their great leader. It is here where you answer the more informal 
and intimate inquires about the nature of things: transcendental things about Kåñëa, His associates, and 
their loving devotional service; about mäyä and truth; about the preaching and that very great thing 
which is so dear to your heart—book distribution. On these mystic walks your beaming smiles endear 
us to the service of the Lord, and we feel ecstatic and blessed to be with you.

You have returned to the temple, and the mighty sounds of conches reverberate. The curtains y 
open, and the Lord now appears before your eyes. They are moistened with love and xed on the tran-
scendental forms of Çré Çré Rädhä-Vallabha. We should also look upon the Lord, but most of us are just 
watching you. Your lotus hands are folded in praëämäs, and your head blissfully moves in appreciation 
and agreement with the beautiful Brahma-saàhitä prayers. Slowly bowing down and then lying at like 
a golden rod, you are the humble servant of the Lord. There is caraëämåta and a towel to dry your hand, 
and while making your way to the vyäsäsana you reciprocate with all the devotees gathered here for your 
darçana. With glances of compassion and thanks you expertly acknowledge the wonderful services your 
followers render, and they in turn worship you as their guru by offering owers and garlands and the 
Çré Guru-vandanä prayers of Çréla Narrotama Däsa Öhäkura. The kértana sways to the sweet beat of the 
mådaìgas, and your karatälas chime in time. You close your eyes in thoughts of your own gurudeva, but 
not one of us will do the same, for you are right here before our eyes and it’s time for their perfection. 

In due course the kértana gradually comes to an end and our foreheads touch the oor. From there we 
humbly hear from you all the glorious names of our great predecessors. Seated on the most elevated seat 
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of the vyäsäsana, you, Çréla Prabhupäda, the greatest Vaiñëava scholar, are teaching Çrémad-Bhägavatam, 
which is the mature fruit of the tree of Vedic wisdom. In the form of a class, this fruit is now expertly 
distributed by you to the assembled devotees, who eagerly sit before you like thirsty edglings. They 
taste this nectar and relish its sweetness, which has now been made even sweeter by the touch of not 
one Çuka but the other as well. There are some questions—some perfect, some not so perfect—but 
there are always perfect answers, and when the time comes to end, you thank us very much.

“Jaya Çréla Prabhupäda!!”
And again the kértana resounds. Devotees dance with happy faces, and you graciously descend from 

the vyäsäsana like an avatära entering the world. But the time is approaching for breakfast prasädam, 
and so you leave for your room. 

Simply sitting on a mat in peaceful contemplation, you slowly and decisively taste the delicacies that 
have been placed before you by your loving disciples. There are three kinds of subjés with hot crispy purés 
that are golden in color and rotund in shape. There is chidwä, yogurt, and dried fruits. Hot pakoräs with 
chutney too hot to eat but too sweet to resist. There are wonderful fruits of various kinds, like mangos, 
mangosteens, lychees, and longans. There are fresh gs and dark plump cherries. There are also oranges 
cut up in quarters, with the ends taken off just as you like them. Papayas with a dash of lime juice and 
cut banana decorate the plate, and if you so desire, there are sweets as well, like burfé, rasagullä, räsa-
malai, and condensed milk. Finally, there is fresh, cool, pure, sweet water. You only take a little of what 
has been offered, but it is enough to give you the great strength needed for the coming day’s preaching. 
In your beautiful blue room, dressed in golden saffron robes and bathed in the clear morning light that 
streams through the colorful lead-light widows, you are picture perfect, relaxed and serene. 

These are but some of the wonderful morning scenes that blessed the earth every day you were among 
us, and we always meditate on them as part of our daily worship. They are the heartfelt pleasure of those 
who were able to see them. You never stopped. You never wavered. This is just one morning out of many 
that changed the world as we knew it, and made us always hanker to become your eternal servants.

Your servants at ISKCON’s New Govardhana Farm Community, Murwillumbah, Australia.

(written by Veëugopäla Däsa)

New Govardhana (San Diego)
 nama oà viñëu-pädäya kåñëa-preñöhäya bhü-tale
 çrémate bhaktivedänta-sväminn iti nämine

 namas te särasvate deve gaura-väëé-pracäriëe 
 nirviçeña-çünyavädi-päçcätya-deça-täriëe

Çréla Prabhupäda’s Dream—My Dream

Yamunä Däsé: Swamiji, Jänaké-devé wrote me this very nice letter where she had a dream that 
there was a gigantic platform above the surface of the earth, and all of our devotees, our god-
brothers and -sisters, and you, were assembled on this gigantic platform for saìkértana. And we 
had such a thunderous joy, magnicent kértana, that the whole earth— When you said “Jaya oà 
paramahaàsa,” the whole earth bowed down to you like this. And we were all crying, so happy. 
And you said, “Now my Guru Mahäräja is satised.” That was her dream.



H
om

ages from
ISKC

O
N

 C
enters

149

Çréla Prabhupäda: Thank you very much. Yes. Thank you for your dreaming like that. It is very 
pleasing to me. Yes, I want to see like that. 

Çréla Prabhupäda, I am a soul surrendered to you. I have no other interests. I have no desires to en-
tertain my perishable body. 

In 1990 a friend told me that if I join ISKCON I would spend the rest of my days hoeing corn and chant-
ing Hare Kåñëa somewhere in the jungles of Bengal. I was fascinated. I went for it. But after the bhakta 
leader shaved my head I was told that outreach is what pleases you the most. Good bye, seclusion. 

Soon I found myself selling your books on the beach in Goa, in the parks of Hong Kong, and on the 
street corners of Philadelphia, New York, San Francisco, and Honolulu. When I rented houses for our 
centers, I learned that the noisier the location the better the preaching. Instead of making my mind still 
(my idea of spirituality), it became ooded with numerical facts: “Thursday, Bhakta John, 18 small-soft 
and 10 big-hard, for a total of 72 laxmi points . . .”

I changed externally: I wrapped an orange sheet around my body instead of wearing clothes. I thought 
that a quarter inch of hair is mäyä. Now I am thirty-nine and all my possessions t in two suitcases, one 
with books and one with clothes. I sleep on the oor, and I have been celibate for the past seventeen 
years!

Such a change, such a sacrice! Why am I doing this? Because you told me it was for my own good. I 
believed you 1991, and I still believe you. 

Internally I changed too: I think of Rädhä and Kåñëa, Lord Caitanya, and the Six Gosvämés. I am deeply 
affected by harinäma. Long gone are my old ambitions; now I only want to preach to satisfy you and 
Lord Caitanya. 

We should be xed up on the order of Kåñëa coming through the spiritual master. Then our life 
is successful. This is the secret of success in spiritual life. [Çrémad-Bhägavatam class, August 
1964, Våndävana]

A devotee asked me how I preach. I answered, “I print yers, go out to distribute them, then come 
back, cook prasädam, and host the guests.” The devotee was surprised. 

Our procedure is very simple and consistent. We chant, we read from Bhagavad-gétä and Çré-
mad-Bhägavatam, and we distribute prasädam. [Letter to Nandaräëé Däsé and others, October 
1967]

Our simple process of chanting and distributing prasädam and selling BTG will surely make our 
movement successfully advance. [Letter to Maëòali-bhadra Däsa, February 1970]

This process is the nucleus around which all our preaching strategies are grouped. Whether we preach 
to the scientists or the farmers, we need to go out to meet them, talk to them, and feed them prasadam. 
People will not come by themselves. Corporate America knows this well. For last year’s advertisements, 
American Internet companies spent $19.4 billion. Of course, we don’t have that kind of money, but we 
can go out and meet people. Jehovah’s Witnesses, for example, keep statistics about their evangelism. 
Their yearly total for the US shows 185 million preaching hours and 28,000 new members. Imagine the 
Hare Kåñëa movement increasing by 28,000 members every year. 

We must try to catch the attention of as many people as possible so that some may come and 
hear us and be beneted. [Letter to Andrea Temple, March 1968]

I wish to see that this magazine [BTG] is published and distributed in the American way like 
“Readers Digest,” “Life,” etc., published in millions and distributed all over the world. [Letter to 
Guru Däsa, April 1970]

This is a complex age. The need (addiction) for computers and technical gadgets is deeply ingrained 
in the modern human’s psyche. People are overworked, stressed with family, school, social pressures, 
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trafc jams, phobias, sleep problems, emotional conicts, drug use, depressions, and anxieties. Life is 
everything but simple. Even we devotees get inuenced, thinking we need a complicated approach to 
present Kåñëa consciousness. Times are different, but the system is the same. Passing out yers outside 
a health-food store is as effective now as it was thirty years ago. 

We started the Kåñëa Lounge here in San Diego. Gopénätha Prabhu and Kåñëa Däsa Prabhu painted 
the walls earth-yellow. I got plants; Mahat-tattva Prabhu bought carpets. We made a yer and went out 
to distribute it. Young people came; we sang, spoke philosophy, and distributed prasadam. Some young 
boys shaved up, others became congregational members. For the Çästra Däna program, Çréla Prabhupäda, 
we put racks with your books in fty places all over the city. The racks need to be relled every few 
weeks. These are simple things, but they work. They work because you gave the formula.

Our process is simple, all-embracing, we have something to offer for everyone. There is chant-
ing, dancing, feasting, and very perfect philosophy, so everyone may be satised with our Kåñëa 
Consciousness Movement. Now you have traveled all over the world preaching on Lord Caitanya’s 
behalf, and I think you will agree that wherever you have gone, whether in South America or in 
the Far East, everywhere, our movement is appreciated. So I simply request you, you are doing 
the greatest service to the world by giving up everything for preaching this Kåñëa philosophy, 
you please continue just as you are doing. Introduce this process of chanting Hare Kåñëa, dis-
tribute as much prasädam as possible, and if possible see that all our books are translated and 
distributed as widely as possible. This is the greatest welfare activity, and for engaging yourself 
and others in this way, certainly you will go back to home, back to godhead. [Letter to Hanumän 
Däsa, October 1973]

Çréla Prabhupäda, I want to hold kértanas in public places, distribute your books in schools and col-
leges, develop the congregation, and make 28,000 new members every year. Your dream has become my 
dream. All your dreams were fullled beyond expectation, and I know with your merciful glance mine 
will be, too. By your grace the blind can see the stars and the lame cross mountains. 

Your servants at New Govardhana, ISKCON San Diego, California, USA.

(written by Jaya Çacénandana Däsa)

New Hastinäpura
Dear Çréla Prabhupäda,

We offer our most humble obeisances at your lotus feet. All glories to Your Divine Grace!
Once in Juhu, Bombay, you challenged your disciples: “How do you know that Kåñëa is God? Why do 

you believe me? How do you know that I am not cheating you?” The devotees responded by quoting 
from the Bhagavad-gétä and Çrémad-Bhägavatam, but you refuted their answers.

Finally, Mahäàsa Prabhu shyly suggested, “Because I can feel Kåñëa. I can feel Kåñëa’s presence in 
my life.” Your eyes lit up, and you rewarded Mahäàsa with your generous smile—“Yes, that’s it. Be-
cause you can feel Kåñëa’s presence, that’s why you believe.” In other words, you stressed that Kåñëa 
consciousness is personal, a dynamic relationship between the devotee and the Lord that manifests in 
tangible life experiences.

Çréla Prabhupäda, we want to thank you for making Kåñëa consciousness so personal to us. Indeed, 
you taught us by example that Kåñëa consciousness is all about relationships—between one devotee 
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and another, between guru and disciple, between a devotee and the holy name, between a devotee and 
other living entities, and ultimately between the soul and Kåñëa. How magically interrelated all these 
spiritual relationships are! We cannot neglect any one of them if we want to make steady spiritual prog-
ress. But because you, Çréla Prabhupäda, are our link to Kåñëa, strengthening our relationship with you 
by following you will give us the proper foundation to deepen our personal relationships with everyone 
else and to recognize Lord Kåñëa’s presence in our lives.

Therefore, Çréla Prabhupäda, as we continue our efforts to serve you, please help us become more 
personal with you. Allow us to feel your presence—while we worship you, while we read your books, 
while we chant the holy name, while we interact with one another, while we spread your message and 
serve you in many other ways. Please create the changes and the circumstances in our individual lives 
and in your Society in general so that we can perceive and appreciate your true divine personality, and 
so that we can receive, understand, and execute your desire for spreading Kåñëa consciousness. Deep 
in our hearts we long to serve in a strong spiritual relationship with you. We know you can make this 
possible, by your grace.

As we gather today to celebrate your appearance, we bow down at your lotus feet with hearts full 
of appreciation and hope. Thank you for revealing to us who Lord Kåñëa is and how to “feel” Him. Our 
relationship with Him starts with you. The more we serve you, the more we can feel Him. And if someone 
asks us why we believed you and why we chose Kåñëa, the answer is simple: “Because it’s personal.”

Your servants in the New Hastinäpura community in Potomac, Maryland, USA.

(written by Divyämbara Devé Däsé)

New Kuléna-gräma
 oà ajïäna-timirändhasya jïänäïjana-çaläkayä
 cakñur unmélitaà yena tasmai çré-gurave namaù

I offer my respectful obeisances unto my spiritual master, who has opened my eyes, which were blinded 
by the darkness of ignorance, with the torchlight of knowledge.

Our dearmost grandfather Çréla Prabhupäda,
Please accept our säñöäìga daëòavat praëämas at the dust of Your Divine Grace’s lotus feet on this 

most auspicious occasion of your divine appearance. All glories to Your Divine Grace, and all glories to 
your Hare Kåñëa movement! O most loving grandfather, please accept this heartfelt simple offering of 
ours as an expression of our deep love and appreciation for you. 

As stated in Çvetäçvatara Upaniñad 6.38:

 yasya deve parä bhaktir   yathä deve tathä gurau
 tasyaite kathitä hy arthäù   prakäçante mahätmanaù 

“Only unto those great souls who have implicit faith in both the Lord and the spiritual master are all 
imports of Vedic knowledge automatically revealed.”

Çréla Prabhupäda, you have that implicit faith. 
The Caitanya-caritämåta (Madhya 22.65) describes the uttama-adhikärés—great devotees—who have 

faith in Kåñëa and their spiritual master:
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çästra-yuktye sunipuëa,   dåòha-çraddhä yäìra
’uttama-adhikäré’   sei täraye saàsära

“One who is expert in logic, argument, and the revealed scriptures and who has rm faith in Kåñëa is 
classied as a topmost devotee. He can deliver the whole world.”

Çréla Prabhupäda, you have demonstrated that extraordinary potency to the entire world. 
The Vedic scriptures state that to bring the fallen condition souls back to the spiritual world, the Lord 

sometimes appears Himself and at other times sends His associates. In this Age of Kali, people in gen-
eral are most fallen. To save them, 522 years ago the Lord appeared in His most municent forms, Lord 
Caitanya and Lord Nityänanda, and delivered the most sinful brothers Jagäi and Mädhäi. At that time 
there were only two Jagäis and Mädhäis, but now the whole world is full of Jagäis and Mädhäis. So Lord 
Caitanya selected a very rare and special associate of His to fulll His mission. And you came. 

You dedicated everything in your possession to fullling the desires of the Lord and your spiritual 
master. You saved millions of Jagäis and Mädhäis, the most fallen and sinful souls. A great soul like Your 
Divine Grace always carries Kåñëa in his heart and is infused with transcendental potency. By your 
grace and Kåñëa’s, Kåñëa consciousness is expanding throughout the world. We are extremely happy 
and grateful to know that such an extraordinary transcendental torchbearer is dispelling the darkness 
of ignorance among the mass of people. By our good fortune, as time passes we can see more and more 
clearly how exalted your position is. Your glories have been accepted by all, not only in this world but 
in all three worlds (ebe yaça ghuñuk tri-bhuvana).

With compassion, sweetness, and beauty, Çré Çré Nitäi-Gaurasundara and Çré Çré Jagannätha, Baladeva, 
and Subhadrä Devé daily broadcast Their mercy and love to your children and grandchildren here in 
New Kuléna-gräma Dhäma—ISKCON Baltimore. By your grace and mercy, and with the help of your 
dedicated granddisciples, this community of your servants has grown and prospered in devotion to the 
mission of Lord Çré Gaurasundara, who is personally residing here with His brother Nityänanda. We are 
trying our best to rmly emphasize our personal spiritual practice, purify our own existence, and then 
reach out to others. We are striving to be really sincere and humble in our efforts, to be eager to serve 
and encourage one another and co-operate. 

Since we are inexperienced and certainly not free from the contamination of material existence, we 
need your mercy and guidance. Please bless us so that we may enthusiastically and happily hear and 
chant the holy name in the association of devotees and become free from lethargy and from desire for 
läbha, püjä, and pratiñöhä. Please overlook our bad qualities and allow us to serve you. May our dedica-
tion to follow your instructions be engraved in our hearts till the end of our lives so that we can teach 
others what you have kindly given us. By our tiny preaching efforts, our lives will have some meaning, 
and in that way we can try to repay our debt to you. We beg you to please shower your mercy upon 
us and in this way bring about purity in our hearts—purity that is the force which makes everything 
worthwhile possible. May we always remain connected to you through our daily actions of bhakti. Let 
jéva-dayä, näma-ruci, and vaiñëava-sevä be our only goals. 

Kindly accept our meager offerings of our lives and service, even though full of faults and deciencies, 
and always keep us under your shelter.

Your servants at New Kuléna-gräma Dhäma, ISKCON of Baltimore, Maryland, USA.

(written by Jaya Gaurasundara Däsa) 
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New Navadvépa
Our dear Çréla Prabhupäda,

Please accept our grateful obeisances in the dust of your lotus feet. All glories to Your Divine Grace, 
whose prasädam (mercy) is all that we are made of!

For many years we have been selling the prasädam of our Çré Çré Païca-tattva Deities to the fortunate 
souls who come to our temple restaurant. In the spring of 2005 we expanded the distribution to the Uni-
versity of Hawaii, where students and professors alike have become addicted to the taste of your mercy. 
Every weekday, from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m., they line up at our kiosk at the campus Sustainability Courtyard 
to purchase a good selection of vegan and vegetarian entrees, soups, salads, savories, and drinks.

“The food is healthy, tasty, and reasonably priced,” says a nutrition student who has been eating with 
us the last two years. “There’s no food like this anywhere. I hope you never leave.”

An English professor taking the prasädam back to her ofce says, “I like the mint-ginger-lemon tea and 
the opportunity to get healthy snacks between classes. I get nourished without being weighed down.” 
Room for improvement? “Stay open longer so I can snack later after class.”

A rst-timer just nishing her plate found us by chance, she thinks. She usually walks another way to 
class, but today “Govinda’s Pure Vegetarian Cuisine” caught her eye. She vows to keep coming.

A group of students tick off their favorites—garden burgers, eggplant parmesan, lasagna, and the 
Thai yellow curry. They miss the sweet breads we use to make but aren’t complaining: prasädam is 
prasädam.

A lady who has been coming since we opened appreciates the vegan options and especially likes the 
aloha with which the food is prepared and served. Aloha is the Hawaiian word for bhakti—love and 
devotion. This customer has tasted the essence of prasädam.

In February 2007 we opened a second location downtown, catering to the students at Hawaii Pacic 
University and the workers in the big ofce buildings nearby. “Govindajé’s” has become the darling of 
the downtown vegetarian lunch crowd.

A student says he always eats here before an exam, to feel nourished and alert. An elderly diabetic 
man appreciates the healthy fare at a good price. A lady says she’s not a vegetarian but thanks to our 
food she’s on her way. She notes the surprising lack of veggie restaurants in Honolulu and wishes, like 
the English professor, that we could be open longer.

Maybe someday we could, if the Lord sends more devotees and facilities. Meanwhile, our small crew 
of devotees is doing an outstanding job, week after week, of preparing prasädam for the Deities and ve 
hundred hungry souls. And whatever prasädam is left we take straight to a homeless shelter as Hare 
Krishna Food for Life. Recently we received a letter of appreciation from the shelter’s Chief Executive 
Ofcer:

The organic and vegetarian food items have been an enormous help in supplementing our meals 
served to homeless clientele. We are truly grateful for your support. . . . Offering nutritious meals 
to this vulnerable, hard-to-reach group is a perfect entree to engaging them in Safe Haven ser-
vices. How fortunate we are to be a beneciary of your services.

And how fortunate we are to be engaged in your everlasting loving service, Çréla Prabhupäda. Your 
prasädam (mercy) is all that we are made of. And our aloha, our bhakti, increases as we share your 
mercy with others. All glories to Your Divine Grace! Hare Kåñëa!

Your grateful servants at New Navadvépa, Honolulu, Hawaii, USA.
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New Ramaëa-reti
Dear Çréla Prabhupäda.

Please accept our humble obeisances. All glories to Your Divine Grace, and all glories to this special 
day, which brings us together to meditate on, appreciate, and share with each other all that you have 
given us.

The New Ramaëa-reti community itself exemplies one aspect of your gifts, the building of “a house 
where the whole world can live.” Here many generations and nationalities of your spiritual children, 
grandchildren, and great-grandchildren come together to take shelter from the harsh hand of Kali-yuga. 
We encourage each other with recollections of your motto “simple living and high thinking,” with beau-
tiful worship of Çré Çré Rädhä-Çyämasundara, Çré Çré Gaura-Nitäi, and Your Divine Grace, and with daily 
classes and enthusiastic discussions on Çrémad-Bhägavatam. Here we have grand annual festivals, weekly 
harinäma-saìkértana, home bhajana programs, and frequent opportunities to hear from your senior men 
and women.  Our own New Ramaëa-reti Kåñëa Day School is growing more and more, there are näma-
haööa outreach programs with the extended Indian community, there are traveling Ratha-yäträ festivals 
throughout our state . . . and thus the good life you have given us goes on and on.

Our dear Çréla Prabhupäda, you have taught us how to live and how to die, how to give and how to 
take Kåñëa conscious association, how to care for each other and how to be a friend to everyone. Add 
to this the sädhana program you instructed us to follow and the regulative principles of freedom you 
taught us, and we see why this community life is so satisfying.

And just as you are always present in our lives, through a prayer, a thought, or a Bhakitvedanta 
purport, so we are forever in your debt. Today, Çréla Prabhupäda, we are unied in our desire to make 
payments on our eternal debt to you. May we keep focused on preaching and reaching out to others, 
as you unceasingly did. May we work in a cooperative spirit to develop and rene our ISKCON center in 
Alachua. And may we always think, “What would Çréla Prabhupäda do?”

Your servants at New Ramaëa-reti dhäma, ISKCON Alachua, Florida, USA.

New Remuëä 
Dear Çréla Prabhupäda,

Please accept our most humble obeisances at your holy lotus feet. All glories to Your Divine Grace on 
this most auspicious day of your Vyäsa-püjä!

On this holy day of your appearance, your servants at New Remuëä dhäma want to take this oppor-
tunity to say thank you, Çréla Prabhupäda, for giving us the essence of the Vedic teachings through your 
books, letters, oral instructions, and most of all by your own glorious example. Thank you for leaving 
behind the most desirable spiritual world and appearing on this planet to save lost souls like me. Thank 
you for illuminating the path back home, back to Godhead.

Çréla Prabhupäda, what you have done for this world is simply not possible describe. You are Kåñëa’s 
empowered ambassador who brought the light of transcendental Vedic knowledge into our lives while 
we struggled in the darkness of ignorance. You are mahä-patita-pävana; you saved countless souls from 
hellish conditions simply with your boundless love and compassion.



H
om

ages from
ISKC

O
N

 C
enters

155

I was a wandering soul. Although I had everything in the material sense, I felt something was miss-
ing in my life. I was simply not happy. One day a young enthusiastic devotee walked into my store and 
handed me a Kåñëa book. With that, my spiritual journey began, a journey of ecstatic love and joy. A 
single Kåñëa book saved me from material drudgery and changed my life forever. Similarly, numerous 
fallen souls have been saved by the gift of your transcendental books. 

In 1971, the enthusiastic devotees tirelessly served Lord Caitanya Mahäprabhu’s mission in the small 
house at 187 Gerrard Street. Responding to your prayers, Kåñëa then gave us our present temple build-
ing. We faced many obstacles after your disappearance, but we persevered because you had planted 
the seed of bhakti in us and given us the taste of devotional service to Their Lordships Çré Çré Rädhä–
Kñéra-cora-Gopénätha. With your mercy we are now worshiping Their Lordships in this beautiful, grand 
temple in the heart of downtown Toronto, attracting more and more sincere followers. Thank you for 
this wonderful gift.

We are still working hard to maintain the temple nicely. By your grace, the temple—your home—is 
now mortgage-free, and we promise we will never mortgage your house again. This house is blessed by 
you, Çréla Prabhupäda. Please empower us to use this temple and all of our other resources to spread 
this sacred movement to every town and village. Your granddisciples are actively participating in temple 
activities here, and all our festivals are a big success, as evinced by our burgeoning congregation.

On a personal note, I feel blessed and extremely fortunate to have seen you with my eyes, touched 
your lotus feet, and heard you utter my name with your lotus mouth. These things in themselves have 
made my life complete. I humbly beg for your blessings to be able to continue wholeheartedly engaging 
myself in sincerely serving your forever-expanding ISKCON family. Please bless me with intelligence and 
spiritual strength to serve you the way you desire, in this life and beyond. 

Your servants at New Remuëä Dhama, Toronto, Canada.

(written by Subuddhi Devé Däsé)

New Seva Kuïja
 nama oà viñëu-pädäya kåñëa-preñöhäya bhü-tale
 çrémate bhaktivedänta-sväminn iti nämine

 namas te särasvate deve gaura-väëé-pracäriëe 
 nirviçeña-çünyavädi-päçcätya-deça-täriëe

Our dear Çréla Prabhupäda,
Please accept our prostrated obeisances in the dust of your divine lotus feet. All glories to Your Divine 

Grace!
Çréla Prabhupäda, we are most unqualied to write an homage to Your Divine Grace on this most 

auspicious day of your transcendental appearance in this world. However, very mercifully, your dear 
disciple His Holiness Candramauli Swami has requested us to write this offering to you, representing all 
the devotees connected with the ISKCON Chicago yäträ. 

Çréla Prabhupäda, the depth and extent of the gifts you have given this world cannot be estimated, even 
by highly exalted souls. Your books, your temples, the saìkértana process, your transcendental instruc-
tions on virtually all practical, philosophical, and devotional topics, your ISKCON, the opportunity for 
worshiping the Deities of Kåñëa, endless opportunities for serving in a variety of ways, the empowerment 
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of your followers to represent your pristinely pure teachings, the courage to live a life of pure devotion, 
the daily opportunity to accept kåñëa-prasädam—this is only a sampling of your gifts. You gave us these 
gifts at great personal risk and while undergoing difculties of all sorts. 

The greatest gifts you have left behind for future generations are your most committed representa-
tives, who continue to guide us lovingly in so many ways in assimilating your pure teachings and living 
by them. At New Seva Kuïja (ISKCON Chicago) we are blessed with the association of many visiting 
senior devotees. In particular, we are blessed by our GBC representatives His Holiness Romapäda Swami 
and His Holiness Candramauli Swami. (Candramauli Swami has very kindly made our temple his head-
quarters.) By their example and precepts, they are teaching us the ways of loving exchanges among the 
temple devotees and the congregation members. Their loving guidance is giving us great strength and 
inspiration for understanding and applying your teachings, Çréla Prabhupäda.

In your purport to the fourth verse of The Nectar of Instruction, you write: “Simply by reciprocating in 
the six ways mentioned above, an ordinary man can fully revive his Kåñëa consciousness.” In this simple 
yet profound statement you have given a blueprint for ISKCON’s goals, methodology, and activities. You 
have taught us that the efcacy of a process can be understood by how the followers of the process 
are developing love of Kåñëa. Love of Kåñëa includes love for His devotees and all the other parts and 
parcels of Kåñëa. 

Çréla Prabhupäda, at ISKCON Chicago we are poised to make a determined effort toward a true culture 
of love and trust based on this verse of the Upadeçämåta. If people at large participate in such a loving 
culture, they will naturally give up their tendencies for material enjoyment and mutual animosity toward 
one another. Even an onlooker will become attracted to Kåñëa consciousness by this culture. ISKCON’s 
and your true glories will spread and touch the core of the people’s hearts, resulting in a revolution in 
their otherwise impious lives. 

Specically, in an effort to nurture such a loving atmosphere, we have identied three focus areas: 
(1) offering genuine spiritual care to all devotees connected to the temple, (2) offering the best services 
possible to the presiding Deities at the temple, and (3) imparting education in the six loving exchanges 
at our Sunday Feast programs. 

Çréla Prabhupäda, we are completely dependent on your mercy to make pleasing progress in these 
areas. We are like young children with many limitations and defects. Kindly bless us, Çréla Prabhupäda, 
so we can please your direct servants through these efforts and thus please you.

Your insignicant servants at New Seva Kuïja, Chicago, Illinois, USA.

(written by Kåñëa Smaraëa Däsa)

New Tälavana
Dear Çréla Prabhupäda,

Please accept our humble obeisances. All glories to you and your spiritual master! 
Today is the appearance day of Lord Nityänanda, the original spiritual master. I pray for the mercy of 

Nityänanda Prabhu to properly glorify you, my eternal spiritual master and the eternal master of your 
International Society for Krishna Consciousness. May we satisfy you every day of our lives. 

We are so lucky to have come into your association. Otherwise, we would have remained lost in the 
material nature. Unlike ourselves, our children were born into your mercy. Hopefully they’ll never lose 
that great fortune. Hopefully we will not fall again into the darkness of forgetfulness of the Supreme Per-
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sonality of Godhead. Please, Çréla Prabhupäda, let us always have the opportunity to serve your lotus 
feet by fullling your orders. Others may identify some other person as the object of their love, but you 
are our loving lord and master eternally. You are also our best friend. However, you are not an ordinary 
friend. You are the representative of the Supreme Lord, and consequently our relationship with you is 
always one of great respect and veneration. Please give us your orders.

As we enter another year, we want to rededicate ourselves to your mission. Here we worship the 
Supreme Lord and you as you have taught us. We protect mother cow and father bull. We educate our 
children in Kåñëa consciousness. We try to grow our own food and distribute your books. We do many 
of the same things your disciples do around the world. We want to do them better and better so that 
you and Lord Govinda will become very pleased by our service. This is our mode—to please you by 
our humble service. 

This humbleness is a character trait, and that is another way we are attempting to please you. We 
are trying to model ourselves into the persons you want us to be: humble and tolerant, respectful and 
free from pride and false prestige. That one become such an excellent being is recommended by both 
you and Bhagavän Çré Kåñëa in the twelfth chapter of the Bhagavad-gétä and in so many other places in 
your bona de translations of the topmost books of Vedic knowledge. Yet I am still contaminated by the 
demoniac qualities described by Lord Kåñëa in the sixteenth chapter of His Gétä. We pray for your special 
mercy to relinquish our bad behavior and adopt better behavior. You have given us the proper values 
and means to make this possible. 

Thank you for bhagavat-prasädam, the holy names of the Supreme Being, the proper understanding 
of the relations between the sexes, and the directions and information of the scriptures. Thus we have 
renounced our speculative habits and diet, taken up living properly with a spouse, and rejected the many 
stimulants available. Your directions are responsible for giving us these values and lifestyle so that we 
can make our characters everlastingly good. Ultimately, you gave us our relationship with the Supreme 
Personality of Godhead. Although it had been lost, forgotten, abandoned, and even abused, by following 
your directions we are reviving that relationship. But our success all depends on pleasing you, for without 
pleasing you there is no way for us to please Bhagavän and make spiritual advancement (Gurvañöakam 
8). Thus if we displease you we will have to remain in the mixed modes of material nature, exhibiting 
inferior behavior and remaining forgetful of the Absolute Truth. But just by following your directions, 
we have changed direction and are becoming godly.

Dearest Çréla Prabhupäda, we want to satisfy you, as so many of your disciples and granddisciples have 
satised you by their tremendous devotional service. May Lord Nityänanda, on His appearance day, bless 
us to also fulll your desires. May we make New Tälavana a transcendental place of Kåñëa consciousness, 
where cows are loved and protected, families appreciated, and renunciants respected. May we develop 
the facilities for people to come here and comfortably appreciate your temple, restaurant, landscaping, 
pastures, woodlands, and guest accommodations. May your disciples and granddisciples be pleased by 
our development of this ISKCON project and appreciate and praise its existence. May we all love one 
another with transcendental vision and perceive you and Kåñëa in the center of it all.

We conclude this humble offering, Çréla Prabhupäda, by thanking you 16,108 times for the opportunity 
to work for your pleasure and practice your teachings. There is nothing better than this.

Your servants at New Tälavana dhäma, Mississippi, USA.

(written by Yogéndra-vandana Däsa)
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New Varñäëä
Dear Çréla Prabhupäda,

Please accept my respectful obeisances. All glories unto you! Hare Kåñëa!
Anyone who seriously takes up even one of the processes of devotional service given by you in your 

ISKCON society can obtain the real goal of the human form of life and return home, back to Godhead. 
For example, the worship of Çrématé Tulasé Devé simultaneously destroys our sins and bestows all 

spiritual benedictions upon us. As we read in the beautiful prayers of Candraçekhara Kavi, when we 
see Tulasé Devé or touch her, all our sins are destroyed. Whoever takes shelter of her has their wishes 
fullled, and she makes them a resident of Våndävana. By the mercy of Tulasé Devé we can behold the 
beautiful pastimes of Rädhä and Kåñëa. We can beg Çrémati Tulasé Devé to make us a follower of the cow-
herd damsels of Vraja and pray that she makes us her own maidservant. Lord Çiva, Çukadeva Gosvämé, 
Närada Muni, and all the jïänés and great munis, headed by Lord Brahmä, circumambulate her. Following 
in your footsteps, Çréla Prabhupäda, we also have the divine opportunity to do the same. 

In addition, you have given us your transcendental literatures, such as Bhagavad-gétä As It Is, Çrémad-
Bhägavatam, and Caitanya-caritämåta; Deity worship; the holy dhämas of Mäyäpur, Våndävana, and 
Jagannätha Puré; the Ganges, the Yamunä, Rädhä-kuëòa, Çyäma-kuëòa, Çré Govardhana Hill, and the 
dust of the dhäma, as well as the association of saintly devotees and the holy name of the Lord—all of 
which can bestow their mercy.

Dear Çréla Prabhupäda, you have set our goals and given us the means to achieve them. What else do 
we need? All we have to do is follow your instructions and, by your mercy, let the process of devotional 
service work.

As the iron rod becomes re by its association with re, so we become pure by association with you 
and with everything else within your ISKCON. 

Your servants at New Varñäëä, Auckland, Australia.

(written by Kalasaàvara Däsa) 

New Vraja-dhäma
Dear Çréla Prabhupäda,

Please accept our humble obeisances All glories to you on this wonderful day of your appearance! 
The building of New Vraja-dhäma began fteen years ago here in Hungary, under the leadership of 

His Holiness Çivaräma Swami. This is a short period in the life of a society. Still, we have realized many 
things and gained a lot of experience while striving to realize one of your main wishes: the varëäçrama 
system in Kali-yuga. 

On the occasion of the hundredth anniversary of your appearance, in 1996, Çivaräma Mahäräja in-
vited Çré Çré Rädhä-Çyämasundara, Çré Govardhana-läla, and Gaura-naöaräja Mahäprabhu to stay with 
us. They mercifully obliged and came to us in their wonderful Deity forms. They occupied their newly 
built temple, and Their worship began. The devotees busied themselves making every square inch of 
the farm increasingly beautiful: the temple, the cow shed, the ploughed lands, the organic garden, the 
apiary, the gurukula, the guesthouse, and everything else. As we tried to depend more and more on the 
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land and the cows—under the careful guidance of Çivaräma Mahäräja—more and more details of the 
daivé-varëäçrama gradually began to appear before our eyes.

The famous prayer from the Viñëu Puräëa (1.19.65) became even more meaningful for us over the 
years: 

 namo brahmaëya-deväya   go-brähmaëa-hitäya ca
 jagad-dhitäya kåñëäya   govindäya namo namaù

“Let me offer my respectful obeisances unto Lord Kåñëa, who is the worshipable Deity for all brahmini-
cal men, who is the well-wisher of cows and brähmaëas, and who is always beneting the whole world. 
I offer my repeated obeisances to the Personality of Godhead, known as Kåñëa and Govinda.” 

When a Kåñëa conscious society has the worship of Çré Çré Rädhä-Çyämasundara at its core, and when 
taking care of the cows, the devotees and everything connected to them is organically related to this 
worship, then that society will ourish both spiritually and materially. 

When we take good care of the cows, they will serve the Divine Couple and the devotees with their 
milk. If we engage the oxen in agricultural work, the result will be beautiful and healthy fruits and veg-
etables that we can offer on the altar every day. Devotees will be happy and healthy when they can 
honor prasädam prepared from such foodstuffs.

Protecting children, women, and the elderly is also a very important factor in a Kåñëa conscious 
society. The protection of women secures the birth of children who are in a good state of mind and 
who have the right family background. The children who can grow up among such circumstances will 
form a more chaste generation than ours, and they will be the ones to carry on the movement of Kåñëa 
consciousness. 

Elderly devotees who leave their bodies here will certainly go back to the spiritual world—or, if 
they are really fortunate, they will be born here in New Vraja-dhäma to continue serving Çré Çré Rädhä-
 Çyämasundara and your perfect mission. 

Looking at all of this from an economic point of view, one could say that instead of protecting the cows 
it would be cheaper just to buy milk in the shop, instead of tilling the land it would be cheaper to buy food 
at the market, and we would lower our expenses if we did not maintain a whole school for the sake of 
just a few children. These investments do not seem protable, but our experience is to the contrary. 

Only by trying to follow everything we have learned from you and from your dear disciples do we nd 
that Çré Çré Rädhä-Çyämasundara always kindly help us so we can nicely maintain this beautiful realm 
of Theirs. 

Çréla Prabhupäda! We would like to thank you for mercifully coming to this material world and mak-
ing every place a Våndävana where your enthusiastic followers strive to realize all the different parts of 
your Kåñëa conscious mission. 

Your servants in New Vraja-dhäma, Hungary.

 

New Vrajamaëòala 
 nama oà viñëu-pädäya kåñëa-preñöhäya bhü-tale
 çrémate bhaktivedänta-sväminn iti nämine

 namas te särasvate deve gaura-väëé-pracäriëe 
 nirviçeña-çünyavädi-päçcätya-deça-täriëe
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Dear Çréla Prabhupäda,
Please accept our most humble obeisances. All glories to Your Divine Grace! All glories to your dedi-

cated followers! All glories to ISKCON!
As we look around, we see your mercy owing constantly around us. We just need to extend our hand 

and catch it. You created a big revolution in our lives and gave us the highest process of self-realization: 
the chanting of the holy names of Kåñëa. You created a proper atmosphere for us to chant: the associa-
tion of pure devotees. You gave us the key to avoid troubles: the four regulative principles. You gave us 
a big source of inspiration: your transcendental books. You gave us everything. But it is still up to us to 
take advantage of so much mercy.

We have a strong tendency to get carried away by society, work, etc., and neglect your instructions 
on how to be happy. We get so worried about so many things and forget to worry about your desires.

This year in New Vrajamaëòala we are celebrating the twenty-fth anniversary of the installation of our 
loving Lordships Çré Çré Rädhä-Govinda-candra. This is a very special event for us, and many of the citi-
zens of this small community are preparing offerings for their Lordships. Some of them are as follows.

The Sunday Feast program is back to help us focus on the preaching. Many guests come around and 
are nicely cared for by enthusiastic devotees. 

We are putting energy into going out on harinäma and organizing festivals for the pleasure of their 
Lordships and the devotees.

Cow protection is exemplary at New Vrajamaëòala. Happy, loving cows surrounded by loving devotees 
and happy children are gladly giving their lovely milk for the pleasure of Kåñëa.

The elds are cared for by responsible devotees who have come forward with enthusiasm and dedi-
cation.

We also want to offer a new temple for Their Lordships for Their Silver Jubilee. A great source of good 
fortune for many souls is to engage in intimate service to the Lord in His Deity form.

We are making a great effort to chant japa together. This is proving to be a miraculous balm and a 
source of unlimited happiness and enthusiasm. We don’t need to invent new things; you already gave 
us everything.

This year we are especially meditating on these words of yours: “Your love for me will be shown by how 
you cooperate with each other after I am gone.” We are the servants of the servants of your servants, 
and we are ready to give you lots of happiness by working together and pushing on this movement of 
Kåñëa consciousness by making your mercy available to as many people as possible. This is our humble 
offering. We are trying to sacrice our egos and self-interest for your pleasure.

We all came to Kåñëa consciousness by your mercy; we are a product of your mercy, and to your 
mercy we belong. We don’t want anything else. Please allow us to appreciate that mercy; send us your 
inspiring followers to keep us alive in your mercy.

Without your mercy we have no hope; we will never be able to fulll any of our goals.
We aspire to be the servants of the servants of your servants.

The devotees at New Vrajamaëòala, Spain.
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New Vrindaban
Dear Çréla Prabhupäda,

Please accept our humble obeisances. All glories to you!
At 2:00 a.m. one September day in 1962, a ray of light burst forth from a small room in the Çré Çré Rädhä-

Dämodara temple in Våndävana, India. On this occasion of your appearance we are reminded of this 
light, for this was the light you lit to translate the Çrémad-Bhägavatam. Because of your seless sacrice 
at 2:00 in the morning, your Çrémad-Bhägavatam purports now shine forth with the light that can guide 
humanity back home, back Godhead. As you sat down at your desk in that sacred room, on a straw mat 
covering a hard sandstone oor, you contemplated how to benet everyone in this age of quarrel and 
hypocrisy. Similarly, 450 years earlier Lord Caitanya Mahäprabhu had sat in His home in Navadvépa and 
contemplated: “I have come to deliver all the fallen souls, but now just the opposite has happened. How 
can these rogues be delivered? How can they be beneted?” (Caitanya-caritämåta, Ädi 17.262).

At the present moment you are sitting at your desk in the study room of your Palace of Gold in New 
Vrindäban and contemplating these same thoughts. As you bend forward and continue writing, your 
pen is inscribing on the hearts of you disciples and granddisciples the inspiration to push forward the 
mission of Lord Caitanya Mahäprabhu. 

On this auspicious day of your appearance, as we offer owers at your lotus feet, we beg Çré Çré 
Rädhä-Våndävana-candra to bless us so that we may always take guidance from the light shining forth 
from every word you have written in the pages of your books. We pray They will help us learn to live 
those words and share those words with others. We pray They will bestow upon us wisdom, patience, 
and enthusiasm so we can properly take of care of Their cows, Their devotees, Their guests, and Their 
places of pastimes here in New Vrindäban. 

Today we pray for the spiritual strength and humility that are found in the dust of your lotus feet. By 
placing this transcendental dust on our heads, we will become empowered to always take shelter of the 
association of devotees and love one another with the same compassion, respect, and joy with which 
you love us all.

We beg to remain your humble servants.

 Your disciples and granddisciples in New Vrindäban, West Virginia, USA. 

New York (Brooklyn)
 nama oà viñëu-pädäya kåñëa-preñöhäya bhü-tale
 çrémate bhaktivedänta-sväminn iti nämine

I offer my respectful obeisances unto His Divine Grace A.C. Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupäda, who is 
very dear to Lord Kåñëa on this earth, having taken shelter at His lotus feet.

 namas te särasvate deve gaura-väëé-pracäriëe 
 nirviçeña-çünyavädi-päçcätya-deça-täriëe
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Our respectful obeisances are unto you, O spiritual master, servant of Sarasvaté Gosvämé. You are kindly 
preaching the message of Lord Caitanyadeva and delivering the Western countries, which are lled with 
impersonalism and voidism.

Dear Çréla Prabhupäda,
All glories to Your Divine Grace, the most wonderful devotee of Lord Çré Kåñëa we ever had the good 

fortune to meet and receive love, mercy, and guidance from!
In the fth verse of the great spiritual realization of Çré Raghunätha Däsa Gosvämé (Manaù-çikñä), it is 

stated: “My dear mind, in this material life you are attacked by lust, anger, greed, and so on, which are 
like a gang of thugs who waylay innocent pilgrims, and this gang is strangling you with strong, terrible 
ropes in the form of distress, pain, and futile endeavors. In this condition you must cry out piteously and 
invoke the mercy of the unalloyed devotees of Çré Kåñëa, the killer of the demon Baka. They will surely 
protect you from this dilemma.”

In his Çré Bhajana-darpaëa, Çréla Bhaktivinoda Öhäkura writes, “Lust, anger, greed, illusion, arrogance, 
and envy are the six thugs who openly harass the living entity. As if in conspiracy, they attack the in-
nocent jéva traveling through the different stages of life.”

In the Bhagavad-gétä (2.62–63) Çré Kåñëa says, “While contemplating the objects of the senses, a person 
develops attachment for them, and from such attachment lust develops, and from lust anger arises. From 
anger, complete delusion arises, and from delusion bewilderment of memory. When memory is bewildered, 
intelligence is lost, and when intelligence is lost one falls down again into the material pool.”

Çréla Prabhupäda, you illuminate the topmost goals for your loyal followers, both çikñä and dékñä, so 
they can more easily achieve them. Sincere endeavors to achieve those goals are accompanied by the 
special mercy of support by Çré Nityänanda Räma, Çré Caitanya Mahäprabhu, Çrémati Rädhäräëé, Çréla 
Govindadeva, and well-wishing Vaiñëavas

In your own wise words, Çréla Prabhupäda, you reveal the true path: 

So here Kåñëa says, tyaktvä dehaà punar janma naiti. If the living entity does not enter into an-
other gross body, then where does he go? So Kåñëa says, mäm eti. “He comes to Me.” Now just 
imagine what is the speed of spirit soul, just after leaving this body after death, he immediately 
goes to Goloka Våndävana, or at least where Kåñëa is there. Mäm eti. Kåñëa’s nitya-lélä, that has 
been described in the Caitanya-caritämåta, how Kåñëa’s nitya-lélä is going on. Kåñëa is present 
in a bhauma-lélä in one of the universes every time. The Lord Caitanya has given the example 
as the movement of the sun. The sun is moving, and the twenty-four hours into sixty minutes, 
into sixty seconds. . . The. . . All these time changes are there, every time. Just like our sunrise 
was, say, at six thirty, or six. This six thirty passed here, but somewhere else it is now six thirty. 
Again when it will pass six thirty there, in somewhere else there will be six thirty. Similarly 
Kåñëa is passing from one universe to another, and when He’s visible in this universe, we nd 
Kåñëa’s appearance. So Çréla Sanätana Gosvämé has informed us that those who are competent, 
those who have become competent to associate with Kåñëa, as Kåñëa says, tyaktvä dehaà pu-
nar janma naiti mäm eti . . . This mäm eti, that spirit soul goes to Kåñëa rst of all within some 
universe where Kåñëa is having His pastimes, bhauma-lélä. He goes there. Then just like when 
a person is trained up as apprentice, then he’s given the post. Just like a magistrate, after pass-
ing the examination, I.C.S. examination, he’s trained up under some magistrate, and then he’s 
given the post. Similarly, a living entity, when he is actually eligible by Kåñëa consciousness, by 
development of Kåñëa consciousness, then immediately after giving up this body, he’s transferred 
to that universe where Kåñëa is there. Bhauma-lélä. And after his being trained up thoroughly, 
then he’s transferred to the original Kåñëaloka, Goloka Våndävana. [Çrémad-Bhägavatam class, 
Våndävana, 2 November 1972]

The above explanation of the ultimate benediction and greatest possible elevation of the jévätmä in 
favorable Kåñëa consciousness, elevation of the “competent” and sincere disciples and devotees who, 
by the unparalleled mercy of Guru and Gauräìga, have this indescribable good fortune and exclusive 
golden opportunity to attain to the topmost divine location with the divine association of Çré Kåñëa in 
His bhauma-lélä—this explanation is indeed an illuminating, loud, and crystal-clear wake-up call. We 
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can achieve this boon only by your showering of love and mercy upon us, Çréla Prabhupäda. Your Di-
vine Grace wisely guides us with such appropriate intensity that you kindle the ame of devotion and 
inspire sincerity and seriousness within the hearts of countless conditioned souls. Thus they become 
determined to use whatever remaining time is destined for these imperfect and destructible machines 
of material energy called human bodies to capably function and support the devotional initiatives of 
the spirit soul within.

My deep and urgent concerns, Çréla Prabhupäda, are (1) that too many of us may not be comprehend-
ing these loving devotional alerts of truth and wisdom you most mercifully provide for us and (2) that 
we may not be utilizing your mercy in all seriousness by rendering pure devotional service in strict ad-
herence to such absolutely wise guidance. Especially considering the serious and dangerous problems 
the powerful time factor presents, a factor that destroys all worldly material things and may sometimes 
appear as insurmountable opposition to our rapid spiritual progress, we must make proper use of the 
remaining short time we have to achieve the required devotional attitude and loving mood of seless 
surrender. In this way we can qualify ourselves to be considered, as you say, “competent” in our devo-
tional service to guru and Kåñëa.

Çréla Prabhupäda, for the majority of us, your devotional servants with lesser or greater degrees of 
competent service and surrender, our time isn’t long. Please help us; we are rapidly approaching the 
nal test of our bhajana. Of course, at all times we urgently need to remain one hundred percent de-
pendent on your special mercy to attain a favorable devotional attitude and to successfully reach the 
goals you want to happily see us achieve. Please wake us from our deep humiliating sleep of ignorance. 
Chastise us with your cane of loving mercy. We desperately need your special oversight, your special 
mercy. The sun is setting, and midnight is rapidly approaching. The illusory riders of mundane destiny 
are approaching fast. Please be kind to all of us, Çréla Prabhupäda. We love you, our real father, friend, 
and eternal master.

We fervently implore all aspiring Kåñëa devotees to sooner rather than later cast aside all impediments, 
all anarthas embedded in the heart blocking the ow of sincere devotion, so we may end this material 
sojourn of misery on the highest, sweetest, and most harmonious bhajana chord. We may sound this 
most loving devotional note in praise of your divine lotus feet by following sincerely your wise guidance. 
Adherence to the Vedic principles you gave us brings the competence required to attract and receive 
the special mercy of Çré Nityänanda Räma, the unparalleled deliverer of the unqualied souls from the 
turbulent and merciless ocean of birth and death, and thus receive the matchless gift of elevation to the 
bhauma-lélä of Bhagavän Çré Kåñëa.

We beg—with a deep realization of our spiritual incompetence, both individually and collectively, 
knowing we are less than a perfectly unied devotional team—to remain your insignicant servants 
forever. Please bless all of us with your love and mercy forever, Çréla Prabhupäda.

Çréla Prabhupäda, your special mercy makes the wonderful goal of serving Çré Kåñëa in His all-attrac-
tive supreme abode, Våndävana, a real possibility, even for fallen, unqualied, and insignicant souls 
like us. We must grasp the necessity of achieving such a goal and realize the concomitant difculty of 
achieving such an elevated status of existence. We must become motivated to cast off all weakness and 
attachment and to surrender fully with love and devotion to your divine instructions, your divine lotus 
feet, and your divine, loving, pure heart. In one sense, the following important çloka of absolute truth 
that Çré Kåñëa spoke in the Bhagavad-gétä (8.21) is like an exit door from this material world of misery, a 
door leading to the supreme abode of eternity, knowledge, and bliss:

 avyakto ’kñara ity uktas   tam ähuù paramäà gatim
 yaà präpya na nivartante   tad dhäma paramaà mama

“That which the Vedäntists describe as unmanifest and infallible, that which is known as the 
supreme destination, that place from which, having attained it, one never returns—that is My 
supreme abode.”

[Purport:] The supreme abode of the Personality of Godhead, Kåñëa, is described in the Brahma-
saàhitä as cintämaëi-dhäma, a place where all desires are fullled. The supreme abode of Lord 
Kåñëa, known as Goloka Våndävana, is full of palaces made of touchstone. There are also trees, 
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called “desire trees,” that supply any type of eatable upon demand, and there are cows, known 
as surabhi cows, which supply a limitless supply of milk. In this abode, the Lord is served by 
hundreds of thousands of goddesses of fortune (Lakñmés), and He is called Govinda, the primal 
Lord and the cause of all causes. The Lord is accustomed to blow His ute (veëuà kvaëantam). 
His transcendental form is the most attractive in all the worlds — His eyes are like lotus petals, 
and the color of His body is like the color of clouds. He is so attractive that His beauty excels 
that of thousands of Cupids. He wears saffron cloth, a garland around His neck and a peacock 
feather in His hair. In the Bhagavad-gétä Lord Kåñëa gives only a small hint of His personal abode, 
Goloka Våndävana, which is the supermost planet in the spiritual kingdom. A vivid description is 
given in the Brahma-saàhitä. Vedic literatures (Kaöha Upaniñad 1.3.11) state that there is nothing 
superior to the abode of the Supreme Godhead, and that that abode is the ultimate destination 
(puruñän na paraà kiïcit sä käñöhä paramä gatiù). When one attains to it, he never returns to 
the material world.

Please guide us with the power of your wisdom, mercy, and love through this transcendental door. 
Grab hold of our hand from the other side of this door, which leads to true freedom, and bring us to your 
dear Lord and Master Çré Kåñëa with our consciousness perfected in love and devotion. Please deliver 
us to the topmost platform of Kåñëa conscious realization and wisdom and save us from the burning re 
of materialism we remain trapped in and suffering from, birth after birth.

Your insignicant servants at Çré Çré Rädhä-Govindadeva Mandira, Brooklyn, New York, USA.

(written by Rämabhadra Däsa)

New York (26 Second Avenue)
Dear Çréla Prabhupäda,

Please accept our humble obeisances. All glories to your divine lotus feet!
We are truly very blessed to have the opportunity to serve here at Matchless Gifts, 26 Second Avenue. 

Often we don’t realize the signicance of this historic site, which you worked so hard to establish, until 
we encounter a devotee from out of town who expresses his or her surprise and wonder at beholding 
this magical little storefront “where it all began.” Once I saw a devotee step out of a cab right in front 
of the temple, look at the facade of the building, and break down in tears. Incidents such as this keep 
reminding us of the unique and unparalleled signicance of 26 Second Avenue. 

We now have ten brahmacärés living in our Manhattan äçrama, and each one is using his unique talent 
to spread the movement. Because of your desire to reach out to the public in New York, we have three 
brahmacärés who are inspired to distribute books in Manhattan. During the December 2007 marathon, 
they and others worked tirelessly to distribute over 2,800 books in New York City. For all of 2007 they 
distributed more than 14,000 books. You had also expressed a deep desire to reach out to the young, 
intelligent people in the universities. You said we should preach to the higher class, and that they in turn 
would preach to the masses. You demonstrated your satisfaction by glorifying Bhakti-svarüpa Dämo-
dara Mahäräja’s achieving a Ph.D. By your causeless mercy we have nine weekly programs with college 
students. Just as so many young people were fed by you at 26 Second Avenue, students from various 
nearby colleges are coming to take prasädam at the storefront four days a week.

We are feeling extremely inspired to be living and preaching here in Manhattan. You meditated on 
coming to New York even while you lived in the Rädhä-Dämodara temple in Våndävana: 
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I planned that I must go to America. . . . I was simply thinking how to go to New York. . . . I was 
scheming whether “I shall go this way, through Tokyo, Japan, or that way? Which way is cheaper?” 
That was my plan. And I was targeting to New York always. Sometimes I was dreaming that I 
have come to New York. [Morning Walk Conversation, March 1976, Mäyäpur]

Again, in a letter to Åñi Kumar Däsa in April of 1970, you stated:

New York is the best city of your country; therefore the prospect of preaching in New York City 
is especially very great. I began my preaching life in this city; therefore I have got some special 
attraction for New York.

Knowing that this city was targeted by you and became the focal point of your thoughts before you 
came West gives us tremendous inspiration and enthusiasm to continue the work you left behind. In fact, 
that is what keeps us connected to you. New York City is often referred to as “the heart of mäyä,” and 
there is no doubt that none of us would be living here were it not for the service you have provided for 
us. We hope and pray at your lotus feet that in a mood of cooperation and humility we can dedicate our 
lives to preaching here in Manhattan and fullling your desire to establish a powerful culture of Kåñëa 
consciousness to attract the hearts and minds of the local people.

Your servants at Matchless Gifts, 26 Second Avenue, New York, New York, USA.

 

Noida 
 nama oà viñëu-pädäya kåñëa-preñöhäya bhü-tale
 çrémate bhaktivedänta-sväminn iti nämine

 namas te särasvate deve gaura-väëé-pracäriëe 
 nirviçeña-çünyavädi-päçcätya-deça-täriëe

Dear Çréla Prabhupäda,
Please accept our humble obeisances. All glories to your lotus feet! All glories to your Vyäsa-püjä day! 

Hare Kåñëa!
Çréla Prabhupäda, every year on this most auspicious day we express our gratitude at your lotus feet by 

informing you of our previous year’s tiny efforts toward pushing on your divine movement. This reminds 
us of a pastime of yours: One year when your dear disciple Bhakti Tértha Swami was submitting a report 
of his services at your lotus feet, you listened calmly and reciprocated with one sentence: “Kåñëa is the 
doer.” Your each and every written or spoken word is meant to instruct all of us. We pray at your lotus 
feet so that as we render some service we may always remember that Kåñëa is the doer. 

We should write an homage and submit a report to you not only once a year for the Vyäsa-püjä book 
but every day.

Çréla Prabhupäda, we are still in the process of completing your project at Noida—the Çré Çré Rädhä 
Govinda-deva Mandir and Bhaktivedanta Academy for Spiritual Science. We have almost completed the 
overall structure of the building and are now moving toward the nishing phase: putting in the marble 
ooring, the ceiling, and the artwork, and painting the walls, installing the carving work, etc. Due to our 
incompetence, the project is taking longer than it should have. We desperately need your blessings so 
that we can inaugurate the project by Kärttika 2009.



H
om

ages from
ISKC

O
N

 C
enters

167

Çréla Prabhupäda, at this moment the diorama work is going on. We have some expert artists from 
Orissa and Bengal working on the 3D projections of artwork on kåñëa-lélä for different oors. The front 
elevation stonework is progressing. Our temporary Govinda’s Restaurant has been set up in a small 
room outside the temple, facing the main road, and is doing exceptionally well. Many working people 
turn up for lunch and dinner prasädam. They appreciate the quality of the prasädam and the peaceful 
environment. We are trying to speed up the pace of construction to save lakñmé.

Çréla Prabhupäda, your Noida temple is becoming famous for organizing big festivals and educational 
programs. Recently we organized a seminar week to educate our congregation. With your blessings 
we enrolled 150 devotees. We had morning and evening sessions so that ofce-goers could attend be-
fore going to work and then come back again for the evening session. Devotees become red up after 
completing such courses as “How to Make Progress in Bhakti,” by Praçäntä Mätäjé, “Parenting,” by 
Änanda Våndävaneçvaré Mätäjé, “The Gåhastha Äçrama,” by His Grace Kratu Prabhu, “Çikñäñöaka,” by 
His Holiness Lokanäth Swami, “The Nectar of Instruction,” by His Holiness Gopäl Krishna Goswami, 
“Çréla Prabhupäda Lélämåta” by His Grace Mahamän Prabhu, and “The Guru-Disciple Relationship,” by 
His Holiness Candramauli Swami. Also, there were special courses designed for young boys and girls by 
Gopäìgä Mätäjé’s team from Nagpur.

Çréla Prabhupäda, you always emphasized preaching; educating; publishing, reading, and distributing 
books; and engaging everyone in the loving devotional service of the lotus feet of Kåñëa. Since the Noida 
project has a unique feature in the Bhaktivedanta Academy, we are focusing more on systematic educa-
tion of the devotees in scripture. The Bhakti Våkña program is spreading nicely in various homes and 
developing more and more sincere devotees for temple services. The number of youths is increasing. The 
Prahläda School is doubling the children every year. The standard of the ladies’ program is improved; 
they are more enthusiastic for reading and serving now. We are in the middle of discussions aiming at 
having some VIHE courses taught at the Noida temple.

Çréla Prabhupäda, please guide us through the development of this project just as you guided your rst 
batch of devotees at the Juhu temple. We also need your kind attention, step-by-step guidance, support, 
and of course mercy so that we can not only complete the building quickly but can also ll it with sincere 
devotees who will help the souls lost trapped in today’s glamorous but degrading modern society.

Thank you very much, Çréla Prabhupäda.
Çréla Prabhupäda’s Vyäsa-püjä mahotsava-ké jaya!

Your insignicant servants at ISKCON Noida, India.

Padayäträ (India)
Dear Çréla Prabhupäda,

Please accept our most humble obeisances at your lotus feet. All glories to you!
Our All-India Padayäträ group is walking on. We are now in Tamilnadu and going north toward  

Karnataka. 
There are so many activities that we could be doing in this world . . . so many! We could be selling 

tea in an Indian train, driving a rickshaw in Chennai, or be a stressed-out business manager in Mumbai. 
But somehow or other, by your oceanic mercy, we have been given this great service of walking in the 
footsteps of Çré Caitanya Mahäprabhu, chanting Hare Kåñëa, dancing, and selling books.

 Your Padayäträ program is a strong one. It is so healthy for the body, mind, and soul. We are doing 
the same activities every day, so the mind becomes very peaceful and surcharged with spiritual energy. 
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We are getting physically strong and healthy from all the exercise, and our souls are free—free from all 
the alluring sense objects of the big cities. 

We are now twenty brahmacärés walking, and we feel so well-protected in one another’s association 
and the association of Çré Çré Nitäi-Gaurasundara and you. Padayäträ is the best place for us to practice 
Kåñëa consciousness and serve your lotus feet. We are experiencing your mercy and the mercy of Çré 
Caitanya Mahäprabhu every day, and all this mercy keeps us invigorated and ecstatic! 

The other day, as we came into a small town near Tirunelveli, in Tamilnadu, we met a butcher sitting 
on the roadside with his axe, doing his nefarious activities. It was a most unpleasant sight, and we hur-
ried past him and went on to approach some townspeople standing a little further down the road. One of 
these people was very interested in your Bhagavad-gétä, and he eagerly inquired about the price. When 
the price was settled, he took us back to where we had just come from and went right to the butcher 
and explained that he should give us a hundred rupees for this wonderful book. The butcher set his 
axe down in his chopping block, looked at the book, reached into his pocket, and pulled out a hundred 
rupees. He gave us the lakñmé and took the Bhagavad-gétä.

 It is very hard to describe how it felt to see the causeless mercy of Çré Caitanya Mahäprabhu working 
right in front of our eyes. We can never repay you, Çréla Prabhupäda, for letting us know Çré Kåñëa like 
this. We bow before you again and again and beg you to allow us to serve you on the roads of India with 
your most wonderful All-India Padayäträ for many years to come.

Hare Kåñëa!

Your servants with the All-India Padayäträ. 
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Pandharpur 
Dear Çréla Prabhupäda,

On this auspicious occasion of your appearance day, please accept our humble obeisances. All glories 
to Your Divine Grace!

For centuries in Maharashtra, Pandharpur dhäma has been very well known as the home of Lord 
Viööhala, a Kåñëa Deity worshiped by the saint Tukäräma Mahäräja. Pandharpur dhäma is located about 
four hundred kilometers southeast of Mumbai. Million of pilgrims from all over Maharashtra come to take 
darçana of Lord Viööhala. However, since the installation of Çré Çré Rädhä-Pandharinätha three years ago, 
many of these pilgrims are also coming to ISKCON Pandharpur for Their darçana.

The most excellent display of the Maharashtrians’ devotion to Lord Viööhala is the Òiëòi Yäträ, a 
pilgrimage on foot that culminates in Pandharpur. It has been performed annually for the last seven 
hundred years. This year, four of our pilgrimage groups (òiëòis)—one each from Pune, Aravade, Solapur, 
and Beed—reached ISKCON Pandharpur during the Äñädhé Ekädaçé festival. The devotees distributed 
prasädam to more than 200,000 people, distributed lots of books, and performed harinäma. In 1992 an 
article in Back to Godhead magazine described Pandharpur’s Äñädhé Ekädaçé festival this way:

Every month at Pandharpur on Çukla Ekädaçé (the eleventh day of the waxing moon), a festival 
is held that attracts a large number of pilgrims. But, four of these festivals are especially large. 
And the main one, Òiëòi Yäträ—the huge Äñädhé Ekädaçé festival—draws a crowd of 700,000 
people. As many as 200,000 come on foot. The festival falls during the month of Äñäòha (July) 
and marks the beginning of Cäturmäsya, the four months of the rainy season. According to the 
Padma Puräëa, on that day the Lord goes to sleep for four months. When He wakes up, at the 
end of the month of Kärttika, another festival is held, the second biggest. 

At each of these festivals the devotees of ISKCON Pandharpur distribute prasädam to more than 100,000 
people, perform harinäma, and do book distribution. 

Tukäräma Mahäräja preached throughout his life, urging everyone to take to the path of bhakti. His 
language was so simple that even the simplest villagers understood it completely. January of 2009 will 
see the 400th birth anniversary of Tukäräma Mahäräja. The devotees of ISKCON Pandharpur plan to 
use this opportunity to spread the glories of the holy names.

His Holiness Lokanäth Swami, whom you sometimes called “our Tukäräma,” has given us many in-
structions concerning the development of Pandharpur. He has instructed us about education, training 
of the devotees, organization of festivals, preaching, book distribution, and much more. Please bless us 
with the intelligence to achieve these goals.

In a July 1977 letter to Lokanäth Swami from Tamäl Krishna Goswami, the latter quotes you as follows: 

Our Lokanath Swami is just like Saint Tukaram. The whole of India and specically your Ma-
harashtra are enthused with Kåñëa. Now you [Lokanäth Swami] have to revive their Kåñëa 
consciousness. This is Tukaram’s country, but now they are becoming bad politicians. So revive 
them by the process of the saìkértana movement. I am very glad that you are preaching village 
to village and will cover all of Maharashtra. 

Your servants in Pandharpur, India.
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Paris 
Dear Çréla Prabhupäda,

Please accept our humble obeisances. All glories to Your Divine Grace!
After two decades of struggle, with the help and cooperation of other yäträs, the GBC, sannyäsés, and 

many other devotees, as well as with the sincerity, enthusiasm, dedication, and devotion of the local 
devotees, the Paris yäträ is about to get a new temple, where Their Lordships Çré Çré Rädhä-Paris-éçvara, 
Çré Çré Jagannätha, Baladeva, and Subhadrä, and Çré Çré Gaura-Nitäi will be worshiped.

The new temple will be in Sarcelles-Saint Brice, a suburb north of Paris. The house is in a good neigh-
borhood, near the section of downtown Paris called The Village. The area is famous for it multicultural 
harmony. Various religious communities—Jews, Muslims, Hindus, Christians—live in peace, and local 
authorities have given them facilities for their gatherings.

In the past, the city has provided a hall in this suburb where as many as eight hundred South Indians 
have met for their ceremonies. It seems the right time to open an ISKCON temple there. The fairly new 
house has ample space for the Deities, nice living quarters for the devotees, a terrace, and a garden. It is 
only ve hundred meters from the government building. We are now working on parking facilities, which 
are required to get government authorization to open the temple to the public. The train station is only 
a ten-minute walk from the temple. The ride from Paris Gare du Nord takes twenty minutes.

We hope this temple will become the French headquarters for preaching, from which we will spread 
Lord Caitanya’s mission in France, inspired by your transcendental example.

I remember hearing once that a pure devotee does not do extraordinary things but that extraordinary 
things happen in his presence. Well, you also did extraordinary things, Çréla Prabhupäda, but in our prayers 
today we ask you to let us feel your divine presence so that we’ll be able to do something extraordinary 
with this center. We pray to you to help us follow your teachings purely, and we ask for your benediction 
to help us remove all dirty things within our hearts so we can be perfect puppets in your hands.

We pray for your continued blessings and mercy. 

Your servants at the Çré Çré Rädhä-Paris-éçvara Temple in Paris, France. 

(written by Pétaväsa Däsa)

 

Pecs
Dear Çréla Prabhupäda,

Please accept our respectful obeisances. All glories to Your Divine Grace!
On this most auspicious day we have a great opportunity to remember you. This remembrance is our 

most important service. Why? Çiva teaches Pärvaté in the Padma Puräëa:

 ärädhanänäà sarveñäà   viñëor ärädhanaà param
 tasmät parataraà devi   tadéyänäà samarcanam

“My dear Devé, although the Vedas recommend the worship of the demigods, the worship of Lord Viñëu 
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is topmost. However, above the worship of Lord Viñëu is the rendering of service to Vaiñëavas, who are 
related to Lord Viñëu.”

Among all the tadéyäs, you are the most valuable for us, Çréla Prabhupäda. If you had not taken the risk 
of carrying Çré Caitanya Mahäprabhu’s message to the West, we would have never gotten a chance to 
be Kåñëa conscious. By strictly following your Guru Mahäräja, you gave life to millions of human beings. 
You gave us much more than a theory: you taught us how to put Kåñëa consciousness into practice. You 
are a living example, a perfect äcärya.

By your kindness, the material miseries, namely birth, disease, old age, and death, disappear. In 1976 
in Våndävana a magician arrived at the Kåñëa-Balaräma temple to present his performance to you. All 
the devotees gathered in your room to see the amusing show. You personally took part in the perfor-
mance, and sometimes the magician manifested coins from your ears, and sometimes he made them 
disappear. At the end of the show you smiled and asked the man: “And what about the miseries of life, 
namely birth, disease, old age, and death? Can you make them disappear?” 

He answered humbly: “Unfortunately, I can’t” 
Then you said, “But I can. I can make birth and death disappear from the lives of my disciples through 

teaching them this process of devotional service to the Lord. Therefore I am a greater magician than 
you.”

Çréla Prabhupäda, you are the best of all magicians, for you can deliver us from all anxieties by giving 
us the science of chanting Çré Kåñëa’s çuddha-näma. We pray to be able to participate some way or other 
in your magical movement called ISKCON for the rest of our lives. 

 Your servants at Kåñëaudvar, ISKCON Pecs, Hungary.

Perth
Dear Çréla Prabhupäda,

Please accept our respectful obeisances. All glories to Your Divine Grace on this most auspicious  
occasion!

Çréla Prabhupäda, you placed your lotus feet on this part of Australia in May 1975, on the way to Mel-
bourne to inaugurate the temple there, which you lovingly named the Mahäprabhu Mandir. During your 
ten-day stay in Perth, you puried this place by taking your morning walks in Hyde Park and Kings Park 
and on City Beach. Now when we go to these places we can remember you easily and stay focused.

After thirty-three years we have yet to nd a suitable place to permanently house Their Lordships and 
Your Divine Grace’s mürti. As you know, we have made some foolish attempts, hoping that these steps 
are the right ones, but somehow or other we have yet to be successful in our tiny efforts. Of course, you 
taught us that in Kåñëa consciousness there is no loss, that every sincere effort is a victory, since we are 
only instruments and not the doers. Ultimately, the Supreme Lord and you know what is good for us. 
And therefore, you taught us, we should be patient and condent. We are condent that you are aware 
of our attempts to procure a place with proper zoning, etc., so that we can glorify the Lord and His pure 
devotee without any interruption or fear. So far our attempts have not yielded positive results. We had 
hoped to report the good news to you in this offering, but we could not. Now we are hoping that by the 
actual date of your Vyäsa-püjä we will be able to report to you the news and celebrate the Çré Vyäsa-püjä 
festival in the new location, if you allow us to.

You gave us three main ways of preaching the Lord’s glories: book distribution, harinäma-saìkértana, 
and prasädam distribution. 



Çr
é V

yä
sa

-p
üj

ä 
20

08
17

2

We have not been able to live up to your expectations for book distribution. But with your blessings, 
Çréla Prabhupäda, we are condent we can increase our efforts in that area once we are settled in a 
permanent place, since now most of our energy is going into nding such a place. 

As for harinäma-saìkértana, we are able to go into the streets regularly, and people are becoming 
favorable. Of course, we can still increase a bit more, but, as always, we need your blessings. 

Concerning prasädam distribution, somehow wherever we go people receive us very favorably and 
appreciate our prasädam very much, which shows that they are getting puried. In some places people 
are so much addicted to prasädam that they don’t eat anything but prasädam for the whole weekend, 
and some people tell us that they wait the whole year for us to participate in a particular ofcial festival 
so that they can eat prasädam again. In some ofcial festivals they get so disappointed because of not 
nding us at the event that they complain to the organizers, declaring that if they cannot get any “Hare 
Kåñëa food” they want their money back. Çréla Prabhupäda, you said that we can conquer Australia with 
prasädam, and it looks like that’s coming true, since wherever we go people look for the prasädam. You 
also said prasädam is our secret weapon. So here in Perth we are making a tiny effort to please you by 
profusely distributing kåñëa-prasädam and thus making people favorable to hear your message.

Please bless us so that we can rededicate our minds, words, and bodies in your service and thus become 
your good instruments in Lord Caitanya Mahäprabhu’s saìkértana movement, under your captaincy.

The attendance at our own festivals is increasing steadily. So we need your blessings to cultivate 
the attendees nicely by clearly explaining to them the Lord’s message and making them committed to 
Kåñëa consciousness. Also, since the attendance of young people in the temple and in our programs is 
increasing, we need your blessings to guide them nicely they so can become part of Lord Caitanya’s 
saìkértana army.

Thank you for everything you have given us. Please keep us on the right path so that we can serve 
nicely.

Your servants in Perth, Australia.

Philadelphia
 nama oà viñëu-pädäya kåñëa-preñöhäya bhü-tale
 çrémate bhaktivedänta-sväminn iti nämine

 namas te särasvate deve gaura-väëé-pracäriëe 
 nirviçeña-çünyavädi-päçcätya-deça-täriëe

June 1974. Çréla Prabhupäda would be arriving in the USA soon. All over America the ISKCON temples 
were competing for a visit from Çréla Prabhupäda. In early February we had moved in with Lord Jagan-
nätha to His new home on Woodlawn Avenue in the Germantown section of “Philly.” This was a big deal. 
It was the rst bought temple after a series of rentals that included a west Philly row-house furnished 
with a grand piano in the temple room/living room; a center-city storefront in a great location that served 
well from May 1970 until about November 1970, when it became increasingly uninhabitable as there was 
no furnace; and then an old rambling stone fraternity house turned doctor’s ofce turned rental house 
in hip, decaying Germantown. But the new 1974 temple was the real deal: a mortgage, a real Deity room 
with beautiful French marble, a real püjäré room with a stainless steel sink, a prasädam room sink, an 
old greenhouse for Tulasé, and a grape arbor yielding wine grapes that were easily transformed into 
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grape halavä and grape lässis. Çuddha-jéva and Trilocana had sanded all the hardwood oors and built 
large wooden doors for the Deity room. The new temple was “custom-readied” for the service of Their 
Lordships. 

By June we began to assess and adjust to the reality of our temple: a very old four-bedroom, tarpaper-
shingled farmhouse that at one time had been jacked up and moved from the street behind and now sat 
on a dirt-walled basement next to a community garden owned by nuns in an iffy, edgy neighborhood. 
The competition to attract a visit from Çréla Prabhupäda was erce. Our temple was small, with a dozen 
or so devotees, we weren’t among the best in book distribution, we weren’t among the best in bring-
ing in new devotees, and we couldn’t boast anyone famous for kértana. How would we attract the pure 
devotee? We devised a plan: the pure devotee is attracted by Kåñëa. We dressed Lord Jagannätha, Lord 
Balaräma, and Çrématé Subhadrä-devé in Their newest, most beautiful outt and adorned Them with 
jewels, necklaces, and fragrant garlands made with love by His devotees. Lord Jagannätha was beautiful, 
and the photo showed it. The photo, along with an invitation to attend the 1974 Ratha-yäträ, was sent to 
Çréla Prabhupäda, and his return letter promised us he would come the following year:

Paris
10 June, 1974

My dear Ravindra Svarupa,
Please accept my blessings. I am in due receipt of your letter dated June 5, and I have care-

fully noted the contents.
I am glad to hear you have immediately stopped political campaigning on receipt of my let-

ter. I have written a number of letters to the persons involved explaining how we cannot spend 
money and manpower on this project in competition with the big politicians. Therefore I have 
asked that it be stopped.

I want to thank you a hundred times for the excellent way you are worshiping the Deity 
there as I can see from the color photographs you have sent. From my very childhood I was also 
worshiping Lord Jagannatha. When I was six years old my father gave me a ratha and I was per-
forming the Ratha yatra in my neighborhood. And now in the western world you are worshiping 
Lord Jagannatha so gorgeously and it pleases me very, very much. Thank you again for the way 
you are conducting the deity worship in the Philadelphia temple. As for the Ratha ceremony, 
you go on with it, I shall attend there next year. But you go on holding a splendid ceremony for 
the people of the city. I am sure it will be a success.

Your ever well-wisher,
A.C. Bhaktivedanta Swami 

Dear Çréla Prabhupäda, let us never forget that the ISKCON Philadelphia temple is Lord Jagannätha’s 
home and that you came to personally see Him ride His chariot in 1975. Bless us that we can serve Him 
with cleanliness, punctuality, simplicity, and real affection as a king. Bless us that we remember always 
that we are simply assisting you in serving Him. Çréla Prabhupäda, give us your blessings. With your 
blessings, and when Lord Jagannätha is ready, He will ease the way and give us the inspiration to spread 
His glories and mercy to all the residents of His Philadelphia.

Your sincere servants at ISKCON Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, USA.

(written by Saudämané Devé Däsé)
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Prague
Dearest Çréla Prabhupäda,

Please accept our most humble obeisances. All glories to you on this most auspicious day!
To begin, I would like to offer my humble obeisances to all the Vaiñëava devotees of the Lord, and es-

pecially your sincere disciples, without whose mercy we, your grandchildren, would not be here. I would 
also like to thank all the devotees of our temple for allowing me to write the offering for you this year.

Your position is very special. You are an unalloyed devotee of the Lord and an extremely prominent 
äcärya in the Brahma-Madhva-Gauòéya-sampradäya. You are the senapati bhakta sent by Lord Caitanya 
to preach His message, and the books you wrote are the law books for humanity for the next ten thou-
sand years.

It would be extremely offensive to think that you were just one of the charismatic leaders of a new 
religion that comes and goes with the times. But of course you are indeed the most charismatic leader, 
since your charisma is your pure Kåñëa consciousness and you shine with compassion for all the condi-
tioned souls. You do not represent a new religion but the oldest one, the sanätana-dharma. Your ISKCON 
movement is spearheading the Golden Age within Kali-yuga and grows stronger and stronger.

If you were just an ordinary person, how could you have spread Kåñëa consciousness all over the world 
in just eleven years? When you started this movement you were elderly, in weak health, with no money 
or followers. Yet starting with just a handful of disciples, you spread Kåñëa consciousness worldwide, 
though you used no politics or violence to convert people.

Usually in this world, when somebody passes away his personality and message are forgotten very 
soon. But because you are not an ordinary person, you are not limited by you physical presence. You 
left behind a treasure house full of your väëé, so complete and overwhelming. With tears of ecstasy in 
our eyes we enjoy the traces of your vapu, or form, through watching your videos, reading accounts of 
your lélä, or listening to your direct disciples share with us remembrances of your nectarean presence.

Under the guidance of our respective spiritual masters, we nd that you are our only gate to the spiri-
tual world, and we desire nothing else. There is no greater source of happiness in this world than reading 
your books, listening to your lectures and conversations, and engaging everything in spreading your 
ISKCON movement. We have been wandering in this material world for millions of lifetimes, constantly 
burning in the intolerable forest re of material existence, full of lusty desires. But service to you in any 
possible way provides the only relief, just as the moonrays soothe and cool one after a hot summer day. 
You are the great benecent moon who have arisen in our lives out of your own kindness.

It is said in the scriptures that on the appearance or disappearance days of the äcäryas their mercy 
is even more available than on other days. We beg to remain exclusively your servants. Let us maintain 
our spiritual vows and service attitude toward our spiritual masters, along with the standards of purity 
in our temples. Let us maintain what was given to us and increase and spread your movement even 
more. Let us help you in creating many opportunities for other conditioned souls to engage in your ser-
vice. There is no other happiness in this world. There is no other meaning in our otherwise completely 
meaningless lives.

Çréla Prabhupäda, thank you for saving us!

Your devotees at the Çré Çré Nitäi Navadvépa-candra Mandir in Prague, the Czech Republic.

(written by  Rasabihäré Devé Däsé)
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Puerto Rico
Dear Çréla Prabhupäda, 

Please accept our humble obeisances. All glories to you and your mission!
On this most auspicious occasion of your Vyäsa-püjä, I am honored to be able to write an offering to 

you on behalf of your followers here in Puerto Rico. Though doing so is like offering a candle to the bril-
liant sun, I know my words will not go in vain. 

It is said that one should not imitate the powerful but should simply follow their instructions. Please 
give us the strength and enthusiasm to carry out your instructions. You have given us priceless gifts. 
We hope that in return we will have the strength to follow your instructions and properly represent your 
movement. 

Here in Puerto Rico the people are mostly covered by the modes of ignorance and passion, though they 
are always receptive to hearing about Kåñëa consciousness. You showed unlimited mercy and resolute 
determination in spreading Kåñëa consciousness to every town and village. This mission was given to you 
by Lord Gauräìga Himself, who commanded that anyone who takes birth in the land of Bhärata-varña is 
responsible for spreading the saìkértana movement to the rest of the world. You came to the West just 
to fulll that instruction, as foretold by Çréla Bhaktivinoda Öhäkura. 

Although at present we are under the sway of the three modes, on this glorious Vyäsa-püjä day we 
pray for your blessings to be able to satisfy you by following the good instructions of your bona de 
representatives. 

Your disciple and granddisciples at ISKCON Puerto Rico. 

(written by Navanéta-taskara Devé Däsé)
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Pune 
Respected Çréla Prabhupäda,

Please accept our humble obeisances at your lotus feet. All glories to your divine self!
Çréla Prabhupäda, once while you were lecturing on the verse beginning brahmäëòa bhramite kona 

bhägyavän jéva, you explained that the business of the guru is to make unfortunate souls fortunate. With 
every passing year, Kali is bringing increasing misfortune into everyone’s lives. Simultaneously, we are 
seeing with increasing clarity that you, as the preeminent guru for this age, are making the lives of mil-
lions of souls fortunate by enriching them with the grace of Kåñëa consciousness.

During your physical presence you gloried Kåñëa ceaselessly. All day you reached out with Kåñëa’s 
grace to whoever came to meet you, and in the wee hours of every morning you extended that same 
grace even to all those souls who did not or could not come to meet you—by writing your books. Thank 
you for your extraordinary, unparalleled example of tireless and fearless compassion. 

You have kindly blessed us, your servants at Pune, in so many special ways. 
1. You told us, “Your love for me will be shown by how you cooperate after I am gone.” Here in Pune 

we are constructing a magnicent new Vedic cultural center. Hundreds of devotees, all disciples of 
your disciples, are working cooperatively under the guidance of your stalwart GBC representatives for 
Pune: His Holiness Gopäl Krishna Goswami and His Holiness Rädhänäth Swami. By the united efforts 
of the devotees, a large percentage of the funds for the temple construction was raised even before the 
construction started. 

2. One of the vital purposes of ISKCON that you formulated was to provide systematic spiritual educa-
tion. By your mercy, we are doing this in a small, humble way in our current temple. Half a dozen Bhakti 
Shastri courses and dozens of pre-Bhakti Shastri courses are ourishing in the temple and various parts 
of Pune. With your mercy, we will try to offer these services on a much larger scale in the new temple, 
thus making it into a vibrant educational center. We seek your blessings so that the upcoming temple 
may broadcast far and wide your merciful message and thus serve as a lighthouse to rescue lost souls 
from the turbulent waters of the Age of Kali. 

3. VOICE (Vedic Oasis for Inspiration, Culture, and Education), the educational wing of ISKCON Pune, 
is providing specialized spiritual courses for all age groups of society, including children, teenagers, 
young adults, congregational devotees, and elderly Vaiñëavas. We are amazed, inspired, and humbled 
to see how, through VOICE, you are fullling your desire that young intelligent Indians take the practice 
and preaching of Kåñëa consciousness seriously. 

4. You repeatedly emphasized the strict morning program as the basis of all our other projects. We 
at Pune are witnessing the potency of this emphasis. By ensuring our rigid morning sädhana standards 
for all temple devotees, the spiritually magnetic atmosphere thus created has attracted over a hundred 
young educated boys to dedicate their lives to your service. It has also attracted hundreds of congrega-
tional devotees to become ever-increasingly dedicated. 

Thank you for these and the innumerable other matchless gifts you have showered upon us. Al-
though we falter at every step in following in your illustrious footsteps, your “aggressive grace” (as Çréla  
Bhaktisiddhänta Sarasvaté Öhäkura eloquently termed the compassion of a dynamic preacher) cuts 
through our conditioning and enables us fallen souls to become instruments of your master plan to 
spread Lord Caitanya’s mercy. On your auspicious Vyäsa-püjä day, we beg you to continue making us 
objects and instruments of your mercy.

Your servants at Çré Çré Rädhä-Kuïjabihäré Mandir, ISKCON Pune, India.
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Radhadesh
Dearmost Çréla Prabhupäda,

Please accept our humble obeisances in the dust of your divine lotus feet. 
Just three decades ago, those lotus feet traversed the entire earth as you “who spoke on different sub-

jects with thousands of meanings and who fought on thousands of battleelds and protected thousands 
of men” led Lord Caitanya’s saìkértana army in grand style. Since then, although you have enacted your 
lélä of departure, those who constantly meditate on your divine instructions and fully endeavor to follow 
them are solaced by continuing to experience your presence. These great souls realize the full import of 
your statement “When one becomes serious to follow the mission of the spiritual master, his resolution 
is tantamount to seeing the Supreme Personality of Godhead.” Pleased by their service, you shower such 
devoted souls with your blessings, and having gained such blessings, they will never exchange even a 
fraction of them for any benediction, material or spiritual. May we, the residents of Radhadesh, ever 
pray, yearn, and sincerely try to follow the example of such exalted disciples of Your Divine Grace.

The community of Radhadesh, like many of your ISKCON projects, has developed various departments 
as means to consistently carry on your mission: elaborate Deity worship, congregational preaching, tour 
program, bakery, boutique, restaurant, guesthouse, Food for Life, harinäma, book distribution, and 
educational projects (such as the hosting of Bhaktivedanta College). Initiating, building up, and main-
taining all this has been possible only by the inspiration and blessings of Your Divine Grace. We pray for 
your continued mercy so that we may see to the purity and future stability of these offerings of love. 
We desire that your children’s children and their descendent generations may benet from and joyfully 
participate in them, in this way continuing the transcendental tradition of practicing and preaching the 
loving devotional service you have so mercifully bestowed upon us.

Çréla Prabhupäda, anything we know and realize about devotional service to the Supreme Personality 
of Godhead is the result of your spending “gallons of blood to make [us] bhägyavän.” More than anything 
or anyone else, you are for us the undeniable proof of Kåñëa’s existence. Your transcendental qualities 
are beyond human acquisition; they are the overowing expression of your causeless, unmotivated, and 
uninterrupted love for Him and qualitative oneness with Him. Who better deserves the title “the Supreme 
Personality of Servitor Godhead” than you? When we hear the ecstatic glorication of Lord Caitanya by 
Väsudeva Ghoña—“If Lord Gaura had not appeared as the yuga-avatära in this Age of Kali, then what 
would have become of us? How could we have tolerated living?”—our hearts echo, “If Çréla Prabhupäda 
had not appeared as Lord Gaura’s senapati bhakta in this Age of Kali, then what would have become of 
us? How could we have tolerated living?” You came as the messenger and representative of Lord Cai-
tanya to awaken us and the world to the forgotten treasure house that He had opened wide when He 
descended with His associates. Because of you, it is possible for us to conceive of that adhokñaja realm, 
where “all water is nectar, every word is a song, every gait is a dance, the ute is the favorite attendant, 
effulgence is full of transcendental bliss, and the supreme spiritual entities are all enjoyable and tasty.” 
Because of you, we are now privy to that which we could never have deserved, and which we cannot 
even desire, except by faithfully serving your instructions and committed followers. 

On this holiest of days, we pray for the intelligence and purity to make your instructions one with 
our heart. Only thus can we dare hope that at some time in the future we will realize the glories of Lord 
Kåñëa and devotional service, by your causeless mercy.

Your servants in Radhadesh, Belgium.
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Richmond Hill/Markham
 nama oà viñëu-pädäya kåñëa-preñöhäya bhü-tale
 çrémate bhaktivedänta-sväminn iti nämine

 namas te särasvate deve gaura-väëé-pracäriëe 
 nirviçeña-çünyavädi-päçcätya-deça-täriëe

Dear Çréla Prabhupäda,

“A. C. Bhaktivedanta Swami” and “Çréla Prabhupäda”—names so appropriate,
as each component truly represents a wonderful trait.

Abhay Charanaravinda—You are the servitor of the Supreme Lord’s lotus feet,
Which are the abode of all fearlessness and hopes for the pure devotee.

Bhaktivedanta—You know that it is devotional service to the Supreme Personality
That is the only conclusive knowledge for all of eternity.

Prabhupäda—You are a direct representative of the Supreme Personality of Godhead,
Imparting word for word everything Lord Kåñëa in the Bhagavad-gétä said.

Çréla Prabhupäda, on this most auspicious Vyäsa-püjä day,
We wish to glorify you in each and every way.

Just one day after the celebration of Lord Çré Kåñëa’s appearance,
You came to this earth to bless us with your presence.

The date was Tuesday, September 1, 1896;
“This child will become a great exponent of religion,” the astrologer predicts.

From childhood you were a devotee—from performing ärati and learning mådaìga
To singing bhajans and even staging your own little Ratha-yäträ.

Your destiny was conrmed when you rst met your spiritual master in 1922—
So impressed were you with the great Bhaktisiddhänta Sarasvaté Öhäkura!

“Spread Lord Caitanya’s message around the world—go beyond India’s border;
If you ever get money, print and distribute books”—that was his order.

On September 17, 1965, after crossing the Atlantic via the Jaladuta, you did arrive;
Our dormant feelings for Kåñëa you would revive.

You are a direct descendant in the line of the Brahma-Madhva-Gauòéya-sampradäya;
You are our connection to Kåñëa, pulling us out of the tentacles of mäyä.

At the age of sixty-nine, with nothing but determination and Lord Kåñëa’s grace,
You came to America fully aware of the obstacles you would face.
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For about a year you underwent a difcult struggle,
Yet you persevered, knowing that by Kåñëa’s mercy your mission would be possible. 

But because of your purity, you were able to gain followers almost immediately,
Quickly spreading the Hare Kåñëa mantra indiscriminately. 

Only you, Çréla Prabhupäda,
Were able to open the world’s heart to Kåñëa, God.

From Sunday Feasts to your early chanting under a tree in Tompkins Square Park,
You attracted young Westerners on a path that would nally bring them out of the dark.

You wrote a multitude of books, traveled the globe twelve times, and opened 108 temples,
All with the focus of imparting kåñëa-bhakti and the Gauòéya Vaiñëava principles.

In Russia, the land of atheism, in a matter of just hours you performed a spiritual miracle,
Planting the seed in just one boy, who became your only initiated Russian disciple.  

The potency of Lord Caitanya’s message and your spiritual strength and purity
Inspired this bhakta to spread your teachings to thousands in Russia single-handedly.

There is no question that you are Lord Çré Kåñëa’s representative;
There is no other explanation for the worldwide Kåñëa revolution you created.

Çréla Prabhupäda, in this age, Kali-Yuga,
You provided an effective counteraction—bhakti-yoga.

You once said that among the Indians and Americans you started this movement,
And for the next ten thousand years it will increase—this is your statement.

By your power ISKCON continues to ourish:
Around the world new sincere devotees come and new temples continue to be established.

Time and time again you have shown us that you are a bona de guru;
By your accepting us at your lotus feet, we have become part of the fortunate few.

Çréla Prabhupäda, there is no way to effectively express our appreciation;
Having opened our eyes to the truth, you are the sole cause for our salvation.

You showed us what the real purpose of human life is and gave us an opportunity
To take up Kåñëa consciousness, which is the life of eternity.

Unknowingly, we were languishing in a life of material existence,
But you blessed us by kindly snatching us out of nescience.

We no longer wish to play the material game;
Our focus now is to immerse ourselves in kåñëa-prema.

Year after year, it is your instructions we wish to remember;
At your lotus feet we wish to continue to surrender.

Çréla Prabhupäda, we know you are with us, you are here;
Through your books and instructions you are always near.
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You are with us through your pure väëé; 
You are with us through your bhajans glorifying Lord Hari.

We wish to relish everything you have written and spoken;
Your memories are what keep us awakened.

We know that your orders can never be wrong;
In this mission of Kåñëa consciousness, please help us remain strong.

Please continue to shower us with your unlimited mercy;
Allow us to serve Çré Çré Rädhä-Kåñëa endlessly.

Jaya Çréla Prabhupäda! Jaya Gurudeva!

The humble and faithful servants of you and Çré Çré Rädhä-Çyämasundara in  Richmond Hill/Markham, 
Canada.

(written by Ménäkñé Devé Däsé)

Rijeka
Dear Çréla Prabhupäda,

Please accept our most humble obeisances at the dust of your divine lotus feet. All glories to you!
Kåñëa is so kind upon all of us lost souls of Kali-yuga that He sent you, Çréla Prabhupäda, one of His 

most intimate servants, to enlighten us. Today, on this most auspicious day of your appearance, let us 
remember your saving grace. We, your granddisciples, although unfortunate to never have directly served 
you, feel strong indebtedness for the causeless mercy you showered upon us.

Spiritual life is a challenge. One has to surrender so many things, ultimately one’s independence. One 
has to sacrice one’s entire being to achieve perfection in only one lifetime. But with your able guidance, 
thousands are doing it. How? It is a miracle. Only exceptional persons can create miracles, and you, Çréla 
Prabhupäda, are the most exceptional of all.

In your purport to Çrémad-Bhägavatam 2.2.12 you write, “All conditioned souls are mad after these dif-
ferent forms of sex desire, and one shall see for himself how much he has been freed from such material 
hankerings based primarily on sex desire.” Even in the midst of this degraded age, where practically 
everybody is immersed in the ocean of such sex desires. your words of wisdom are solace to the lucky 
ones. By following your instructions, anybody can make it out of this material world. What an offering! 
To get out and go back home in this very lifetime! Who is so crazy to miss it? Please, Çréla Prabhupäda, 
give us the strength to do it. Let us become your success stories. Please guide us, Çréla Prabhupäda, so 
we can be your true representatives. Let people say with admiration: “O, they are Prabhupädänugas!” 
Let us be your miracles, Çréla Prabhupäda!

Here in Rijeka you keep sending us sincere souls, although we are unable to guide them properly. 
Again, you have to do it. They read about your unconceivable lélä of spreading Kåñëa consciousness. 
They hear your penetrating words of logic and reason, which defeat their misconceptions and leave 
their hearts and minds receptive to the transcendental message. Then Kåñëa consciousness reappears 
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in their hearts and feelings of happiness and love ourish. Again and again we see that your inuence is 
not dwindling over time; in fact, it is growing stronger because you are the äcärya for the Golden Age of 
Lord Caitanya. Please accept the little practical service we can do to show you our love and apprecia-
tion for the gifts we have received from you. Ratha-yäträ, harinäma, and book distribution are some 
little things we do to serve as instruments in your hands. Your kåpä is in your books, as you taught us 
so many times. Please let us never forget this. So helpless is our position, dear Çréla Prabhupäda! We can 
forget everything very easily. Therefore, please let us always remember that our original position is to 
be particles of dust on the soles of your lotus feet. 

Let us be your miracles, Çréla Prabhupäda!

Your servants at ISKCON Rijeka, Croatia.

 

Rome
Dear Çréla Prabhupäda,

Please accept our prostrated and most respectful obeisances. All glories to your divine lotus feet, and 
all glories to your ISKCON, which is the greatest blessing for this material world!

Çré Kåñëa is inconceivable, but through your mercy we are today able to serve Him closely. We are 
so grateful to you.

The temple in Rome is a small preaching center, and our desire is to increase the distribution of your 
books. If the people read them, then what will happen is that, sooner or later, they will become devotees: 
there is no other way, there is no other way, there is no other way.

You know exactly what Çré Kåñëa Caitanya Mahäprabhu really desires, and in your books you have 
explained it clearly, along with the process by which people will qualify to become devotees and happily 
surrender their lives to Lord Gauräìga’s mission.

Kåñëa consciousness is a great school teaching the proper attitude to progress in devotional service. 
Attitude is a very important factor in our activities; without being humble, we will nd that even the 
most extraordinary activity becomes useless. Actually, you taught us all what is needed to serve Kåñëa 
with the right devotional attitude.

Dear Çréla Prabhupäda, you know our minds very well, and for that reason you strongly advised us to 
read, study, and distribute your books. Someone may think that your books are good cultural books but 
that they should be adapted to the new requirements of the modern world. But the truth is that your 
books are a complete and detailed map for one who wants to return, denitively and permanently, to 
the spiritual world and serve Çré Kåñëa lotus feet.

In Rome we want to become very serious about saving the people of the world through the distribu-
tion of your books. Just for your pleasure, we wish to give at least one book to every person who enters 
Çré Çré Nitäi-Çacénandana’s temple. We wish to be able to turn this temple into a place where people can 
nourish the body with kåñëa-prasädam and the soul with pure spiritual knowledge.

Dear Çréla Prabhupäda, we humbly pray to Kåñëa and Your Divine Grace that we may become instru-
mental in distributing your books and in this way receive your causeless mercy.

Your servants in Rome, Italy. 

(written by Lélänanda Däsa)
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St. Louis
Dearest Çréla Prabhupäda,

Please accept our humble obeisances. All glories to you, savior of the fallen souls, most beloved of 
Kåñëa!

No words can really express enough appreciation for the meaning and remembrance of Kåñëa you’ve 
so kindly and lovingly infused into our lives. We’re here trying to preserve the gift of just one of so many 
yäträs you left in your disciples’ care. Even to do this we must constantly beg for your mercy, so what 
do we really have to offer? On behalf of our dedicated congregation and temple devotees, we want you 
to know that we do love you dearly and are attempting to express that love by desiring to learn to serve 
you in some small way. We’re your instruments, albeit unpolished and somewhat kinked, but we none-
theless pray to be used in a way that would bring you pleasure.

Please accept the following small poetic offering:

Praëämäs

We’re here again, one more year,
Thanks to your mercy, a gift so dear.
Every morning we try to appreciate your fame.
You gave us the zenith—the Lord’s holy name.

This fool was too covered to take you at rst.
And knowing this well, you gave me the thirst.
Planted so expertly, deep in my heart,
The will to know Kåñëa did you so impart.

Whether I was worthy or not, that transcendental seed
Woke up by your care and answered the need.
My heart had been vacant for want of real love,
The kind that can only be felt from above.

Your mercy, like the ocean, is there for us all.
“To avail oneself” was your urgent call.
As I try to remember from one moment to next,
I pray that my focus becomes rmly xed.

I beg that your service is all that I see,
That I act fully aware of reality.
Çré Kåñëa Bhagavän the Lord is my goal,
And “humble servant” my eternal role.

Without your fearlessness, strength, and time
I’d never have known of things sublime.
Please let me never again forget,
For I am now yours, ever in debt.

Time after time, age after age,
Let me relish your words, drink in every page.
Your books are the medicine for now and forever.
Your guru’s rm urging you kindly deliver.
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My only wish now is to give in return,
But even for that, from you I must learn.
So please carry me on with your love so complete
Till I can bow myself down at the Lord’s lotus feet.

The servants of your servants at Çré Çré Kåñëa-Balaräma Mandira, St. Louis, Missouri, USA.

Seattle
Dear Çréla Prabhupäda,

Please accept our most humble obeisances. All glories to Your Divine Grace!
In the beautiful Pacic Northwest, where the sky often displays an interplay of sun and clouds and 

the mountains and evergreen foliage remind people of the spiritual planets, we have acted with your 
blessings and protection to overcome unbelievable obstacles and build a magnicent temple to glorify 
their Lordships Çré Çré Rädhä-Néla-Mädhava, Çré Çré Jagannätha, Baladeva, and Subhadrä, Çré Çré Gaura-
Nitäi, and Çré Çré Sétä-Räma, Lakñmaëa, and Hanumän.

Just one year ago our temple was but a small one-story home, lost among the opulent residences in 
the afuent suburb of Sammamish, Washington, near Seattle. The temple hall was only nine hundred 
square feet. However, on holy days like Janmäñöamé or Räma-navamé one could see thousands of people 
making their way toward this temple, where the tireless and dedicated service of the devotees was quite 
evident as people were freely offered a taste of Kåñëa consciousness as taught by you. In those days we 
believed that our dilapidated, crumbling building was not worthy of housing the Deities of the Supreme 
Lord of the universe, especially since we had a big enough piece of land where we could build a much 
bigger and suitable temple. We worried about the comfort of the Deities. 

So, with help from a wonderful senior devotee who is a civil/structural engineer in another city, we 
started putting on paper the designs of a suitable ornate residence for our Deities. We worked tirelessly to 
obtain a zone change, a conditional use permit, and building permits from the city ofcials, environmental 
ofcials, state ofcials, and county ofcials, and we also worked to raise funds during the last many years. 
There was a realization that our new temple was already there. Lord Kåñëa had already manifested it, 
and only at the suitable time would it be revealed to us. He was simply allowing us to render devotional 
service by being His instruments in constructing it. As stated in the Bhagavad-gétä (11.33):

 tasmät tvam uttiñöha yaço labhasva
     jitvä çatrün bhuìkñva räjyaà samåddham
 mayaivaite nihatäù pürvam eva
     nimitta-mätraà bhava savya-säcin

“Therefore get up. Prepare to ght and win glory. Conquer your enemies and enjoy a ourishing kingdom. 
They are already put to death by My arrangement, and you, O Savyasäcé, can be but an instrument in 
the ght.”

The devotees working on the project kept this verse in mind and sometimes neglected their careers, 
businesses, and families to move the project forward. Sometimes funds were short, woefully short. 
However, the devotees in our congregation stuck together through adversity and gave up hard-earned 
funds for this purpose—funds in the thousands of dollars that sometimes were sacriced by families with 
young children and competing needs. There is nothing more noble and moving than the extraordinary 
sacrices of devotees who surrender to Lord Kåñëa. They also worked tirelessly to cultivate new friends 
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with genuine loving exchanges. They were the perfect examples of Lord Kåñëa’s words in Bhagavad-gétä 
(9.27): 

 yat karoñi yad açnäsi   yaj juhoñi dadäsi yat
 yat tapasyasi kaunteya   tat kuruñva mad-arpaëam

“Whatever you do, whatever you eat, whatever you offer or give away, and whatever austerities you 
perform — do that, O son of Kunté, as an offering to Me.”

About a year back, after tireless efforts, many setbacks, multiple revisions, and Lord Kåñëa’s unend-
ing mercy, we nally obtained the permits to build the temple. We put in an amazing amount of time 
and hard work to nish the architectural plans and select a building contractor; many devotees helped 
with fund-raising activities, as well as numerous saìkértana parties and events. A local bank approved 
a loan for construction, seeing the dedication of our devotees and the progress. It was surreal to get a 
bank loan without having to put up a guarantee or any assets as collateral. Very soon, our Deities were 
moved to a beautiful temporary facility and the old building was demolished. All the work, including the 
demolition and moving, was done by hard-working devotees offering their services. In the spring of 2007 
we organized a splendid ground-breaking ceremony in the traditional Vedic fashion, excavating a deep 
hole in the ground and installing Çré Ananta Çeña Näga at the construction site.

Early on, devotees realized that building a temple is not an ordinary endeavor; it requires making lot 
of friends with genuine love and affection. To do this we organized large-scale festivals to attract thou-
sands of people. Many of those new people were drawn to your message of Kåñëa consciousness and 
became regular volunteers and attendees. The devotees working on these projects would spend entire 
evenings and weekends doing various services. Only because of your blessings and guidance were we 
able to organize several large-scale functions like Ratha-yäträs, a Kumbha-melä, food-distribution fes-
tivals, seniors’ appreciation dinners, Kalakshetra or art festivals, and musical performances like Anup 
Jalota’s bhajana concerts. All of us have been working hard in making these events go smoothly so we 
can spread the glories of Lord Çré Kåñëa with your genuine teachings. 

At our Kumbha-melä, many volunteers worked day and night to create a replica of Çré Våndävana 
dhäma and organize the event. We witnessed thousands of people come and bask in the glories of Çré 
Våndävana dhäma, kértana, and prasädam and be entertained by numerous performers. It was proclaimed 
by many to be the largest Vedic cultural event the region had ever seen. Our devotees worked very hard 
organizing many festivals throughout last year and this year to obtain sponsorships, cook prasädam, set 
up the infrastructure, maintain accounts, publicize websites, engage in temple construction, and promote 
Vedic culture. In many of these events children and teachers of our Sunday school also performed many 
endearing recitals, dances, and plays that enthralled the audience. 

Many devotees gave up their normal lives; some were tired to the point of exhaustion and breakdown. 
The cost of building the temple is in the millions of dollars, and raising funds was difcult. Yet during all 
these days we kept faith in the process shown by you and never abandoned our focus and perseverance 
to get a brand-new home for the Lord, for we knew the Lord was on our side and would never allow us to 
be unsuccessful. We thank you very much for continuously blessing us and showering unending mercy. 
Çrémad-Bhägavatam (1.5.17) says:

 tyaktvä sva-dharmaà caraëämbujaà harer
     bhajann apakvo ’tha patet tato yadi
 yatra kva väbhadram abhüd amuñya kià
     ko värtha äpto ’bhajatäà sva-dharmataù

“One who has forsaken his material occupations to engage in the devotional service of the Lord may 
sometimes fall down while in an immature stage, yet there is no danger of his being unsuccessful. On the 
other hand, a nondevotee, though fully engaged in occupational duties, does not gain anything.”

Finally, we are close to the grand opening of the new home of Çré Çré Rädhä-Néla-Mädhava in June 
2008. The exterior is stunning and breathtaking—a sprawling, huge pink-and-peach-colored two-story 
building with ve domes on top, with the tallest one rising sixty-three feet into the air and adorned by 
the auspicious Çré Sudarçana cakra piercing the sky as a glorious reminder of the Supreme Lord, Kåñëa. 
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Nice gardens, parking stalls, and an outside parikramä-märga surround the new temple building. Twelve 
huge windows pour lots of natural light into the temple hall. On the inside, a beautiful extravaganza of 
steel and concrete spares no details for the comfort of their Lordships. Upstairs there is a spectacular 
raised Deity chamber with a separate HVAC unit to control the temperature for Their Lordships. There 
are a huge Italian-marble-inlaid temple hall with multi-channel embedded speakers able to broadcast 
kértanas throughout the temple, and a parikramä-märga around the Deity chamber made with donated 
tiles. There is a sound control room with digital equipment to enable recitals and performances in the 
Lord’s service, and there is a commercial kitchen with cutting-edge equipment, like commercial-grade 
griddle/kettle, oven, potato peelers, dough-makers, and large walk-in cooler. The huge downstairs hall 
has an equivalent area for serving prasädam and other cultural activities and events. All these facilities 
are there today because of your blessings. So, our temple management and devotees are simply the 
instruments who were blessed by the descending mercy of you and your disciples. 

Thank you once again for blessing us with this brand-new facility. We will work hard to keep unity and 
harmony among us so that we can keep spreading your message of Kåñëa consciousness. We will work 
very hard to establish excellent relationships with each other. We will work very hard to treat each devotee 
with the utmost respect and dignity. We will work very hard to preserve your teachings and values. We 
will work very hard to improve ISKCON Seattle by becoming better and more mature devotees. Please 
keep on blessing us perpetually so we always use our free will in unswerving devotional service, focused 
on spreading the glories of Lord Çré Kåñëa under your expert guidance and overcoming all the anarthas 
of our hearts. We end this offering with an expression of our deep gratitude to you and your wonderful 
disciples, who are constantly guiding us in our journey of Kåñëa consciousness. Please forgive us for all 
the offenses we have committed unto your lotus feet, knowingly or unknowingly. We conclude with the 
following, as we consider ourselves most fortunate to have taken your shelter:

 brahmäëòa bhramite kona bhägyavän jéva
 guru-kåñëa-prasäde päya bhakti-latä-béja

“According to their karma, all living entities are wandering throughout the entire universe. Some of them 
are being elevated to the upper planetary systems, and some are going down into the lower planetary 
systems. Out of many millions of wandering living entities, one who is very fortunate gets an opportunity 
to associate with a bona de spiritual master by the grace of Kåñëa. By the mercy of both Kåñëa and 
the spiritual master, such a person receives the seed of the creeper of devotional service.” (Caitanya-
caritämåta, Madhya 19.151)

Your humble servants at ISKCON Seattle, Washington, USA.

Silicon Valley
Dear Çréla Prabhupäda,

Please accept our humble obeisances in the sacred dust of your feet.
We accept you as the captain of the ship to cross over the dangerous ocean of the Age of Kali because 

you are the perfect representative of Çréla Vyäsadeva.
But what was the path of Çréla Vyäsadeva and how did he realize the ultimate fruit of the Vedas, 

 Çrémad-Bhägavatam?
Was his path easy and at once apparent?
It was not. Çréla Vyäsadeva was despondent when he approached his guru, Närada. And only after 

receiving instruction and blessings from his guru and then performing penance to achieve deep medita-
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tion did he realize and present the fruit of the Vedas, Çrémad-Bhägavatam.
Such deep realization and expert service requires uncommon exibility and surrender that lead to a spiri-

tual intelligence that is rare in this world. Before the Kurukñetra battle, Arjuna recovered from the depths of 
despair and indecision and realized Bhagavad-gétä only after surrendering to Kåñëa and hearing from Him. 
But soon after the battle he again had to resolve an impossible situation after he captured Açvatthämä. 

Bhéma insisted that Arjuna kill Açvatthämä, while Draupadé implored him not to. Lord Kåñëa sug-
gested that Arjuna must satisfy both of them, leaving him to decide exactly how to do this. How could 
Arjuna possibly satisfy such diametrically opposed parties? Deftly he balanced the two opinions, sparing 
Açvatthämä’s head but cutting the jewel from his hair, effectively satisfying all parties.

In this regard, Çréla Prabhupäda, you’ve written:

Contradictory orders of different persons are impossible to carry out. Therefore a compromise 
was selected by Arjuna by his sharp intelligence, and he separated the jewel from the head of 
Açvatthämä. [Çrémad-Bhägavatam 1.7.55]

It is noteworthy that although the Supreme Lord was personally present during this dramatic event, He 
didn’t impose His supreme will but allowed his intimate devotees to express and resolve the conicting 
opinions.

Çästra speaks to us in a clear voice, but munis everywhere pull from it various meanings.
Sädhus speak the truth, but people hear their words variously and argue about their conclusions.
You told us that the truth is “simple for the simple.” But to be simple doesn’t mean to be a simpleton. 

A simple devotee can entertain opposing views without malice or without losing faith. You gave us vol-
umes of instructions, in writing and in person, yet your followers disagree on many points. However, you 
accommodated such disagreements among your disciples, saying that they arose from “personalism.” 
It is natural, you said, that individuals will hold a variety of opinions.

You taught us that an advanced student can contemplate nuance and mystery—even (or, especially!) 
in regards to the Absolute Truth—while still nding a way to follow the thread of the spiritual master’s 
instructions.

This you showed by your personal example as you followed the thread of your guru’s instruction 
throughout your life. 

At rst you had planned to make money with which to preach Kåñëa consciousness all over the world. 
But then Kåñëa “dismantled everything,” leaving you bankrupt. (When your young audience of disciples 
laughed in disbelief upon hearing this about your life, you told them that it was not a laughing matter 
because when Kåñëa takes away everything one may at rst become morose.)

You also recounted how Çréla Bhaktisiddhänta Sarasvaté Öhäkura had called you from within your 
dreams to take sannyäsa, and that at rst you were “horried.” 

Apparently, it was only after serious contemplation and soul-searching that you took sannyäsa. But 
then you recounted how soon after you did so a bull in Delhi had “thrashed” you, leaving you with a 
severe injury. You said that you were alone and were wondering, “What is this?” You told us: “It was all 
meant for good. So don’t be afraid of tribulations.” 

By your life you showed us how to face and resolve inevitable challenges and ambiguities along the 
spiritual path. As Çréla Vyäsadeva’s representative, you led us to the tree of Vedic knowledge and revealed 
its fruit, kåñëa-näma, at the top.

Climbing this tree is hard work; it requires humility and courage.
Standing beneath the tree, quarreling over apparent ambiguities, requires neither.
You said, “Whatever I have to speak, I have spoken in my books. Now you try to understand it and 

continue your endeavor.” (Arrival Speech, 17 May 1977, Våndävana)
On this auspicious day of your appearance, we, the members of ISKCON of Silicon Valley, pray to re-

main absorbed in reading and distributing your books, staying alert to understanding their essence by 
always seeking the unifying principle beyond apparent contradiction.

Your servants at ISKCON Silicon Valley, California, USA.

(written by Vaiçeñika Däsa)
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Slovenia 
Dear respected Çréla Prabhupäda,

Please accept our respectful obeisances. All glories to Your Divine Grace and all the previous äcäryas, 
whose representative and messenger you are!

We came to ISKCON long time after you departed this world. We were attracted to the high-class 
knowledge you brought to the West. Never was there such an opportunity to get spiritual knowledge 
in such pure form. You had no interest in being recognized as a scholar, big devotee, äcärya, or even 
big leader. You saw that this world is suffering from a lack of Kåñëa consciousness, and therefore you 
just followed the instruction of your spiritual master, who himself was an excellent example of a pure 
devotee, and tried your best to spread Kåñëa consciousness. One can see a person’s greatness when the 
person is absent. We can see that, even more than thirty years after your departure, you are still such a 
great inspiration for millions. Many people are amazed by your straightforward approach and staunch 
refusal to give people something less then true transcendental knowledge without any tinge of material 
contamination. You never worried whether you would be accepted as a great saint or big devotee; you 
were simply concerned with satisfying Lord Kåñëa. This proves that you were beyond material desire for 
name, fame, etc. You could have won many more followers by lowering the standard, but you didn’t. You 
wanted people to make a serious effort to become pure and to accept the standard of behavior taught by 
Lord Kåñëa Himself. This is very impressive, and sincere people can understand that you are presenting 
something special, that ISKCON is not just an another concocted spiritual movement.

Dear Çréla Prabhupäda, it may take ages for humanity to see what you actually have done. But we 
want to really understand this by Your mercy. We want to be instrumental to the success of your mission 
and give our best to present this spiritual knowledge, contained in your books, to as many people as we 
can. In this way we want to try to inspire them to accept the Kåñëa conscious way of life and become 
perfect and happy.

All glories to you, dear Çréla Prabhupäda! By your mercy may we become your sincere servants.

Your servants in New Yoga Péöha Dhäma, Slovenia.

Stockholm
Dear Çréla Prabhupäda,

Please accept my humble obeisances. All glories to Your Divine Grace on the occasion of your Vyäsa-
püjä day 2008. We are meditating on the rst three principles of devotional service given by Çréla Rüpa 
Gosvämé in His Bhakti-rasämåta-sindhu (1.1.74). You gave them to us as ädau gurv-äçrayam, sad-dharma-
påcchä, and sädhu-märganugamanam: “In the beginning one should accept the shelter of a bone de 
spiritual master and inquire submissively about religious principles. One should then desire to follow in 
the footsteps of the great devotees of the Lord.”

It is your great kindness that you brought Kåñëa consciousness to us here in the West. For this immense 
favor we are eternally indebted to you. How can we ever thank you? Although it is not possible, we will 
try in our small way by reporting for your pleasure the sevä at the Hare Krishna Center and Govinda’s 
restaurant in downtown Stockholm.

ISKCON Stockholm remitted the modest sum of $3,000 in book sales to the BBT this year.
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Govinda’s is Stockholm’s oldest vegetarian restaurant, with a history of thirty years of prasädam dis-
tribution. Lokanäth Prabhu estimates that in 2007 20,000 persons took a full meal at Govinda’s. There 
have been several favorable articles this year about the quality of Govinda’s fare. We dream of the day 
that the bars in the neighborhood and the McDonald’s around the corner will be forced to close their 
doors and that Govinda’s will survive and ourish. “Impossible” is a word in the fool’s dictionary, you 
told us.

You suggested to Ajita Prabhu that Çré Çré Gaura-Nitäi be installed here in Stockholm. Since 1975 the 
Deity worship has been steadily continued. This year we renovated the temple room interior and of-
fered four new outts to Their Lordships. There is a morning and evening program daily and a Sunday 
Feast program, including a special class for young Vaiñëavas. Many new people come on Sundays and 
during the week, and sometimes they pay respects, inducing us to wonder who all these visitors are. 
For example, last fall we noticed at the temple door two middle-aged ladies and a gentleman, none of 
whom we had ever seen before. They told me they were followers of Walter Eidlitz in their youth and 
thus had a connection to your German godbrother Sadänanda Swami. I assured them that we have Çréla 
Bhaktisiddhänta Sarasvaté as a common denominator, and when I returned to Gaura-Nitäi I noticed that a 
garland had providentially fallen at that moment on your Guru Mahäräja’s photo. I captured the incident 
on lm (a copy of which I am offering for your pleasure.)

Three devotees took dékñä this year, and a number of aspirants in the congregation are chanting sixteen 
rounds daily. It appears that there is progress toward instituting the guru-disciple relationship as you 
intended it to be in ISKCON. Over the last year we were fortunate to have sädhu-saìga with His Holiness 
Smita Kåñëa Swami, His Holiness Kadamba Känana Mahäräja, Ravéndra Svarüpa Prabhu, and Hari Çauri 
Prabhu (on his rst visit to Sweden), to name a few. This year also marked the twenty-fth anniversary 
of the temple’s establishment, which was celebrated by a festival attended, we are happy to report, by 
several old devotees whom we had not seen in recent years.

When Your Divine Grace visited Sweden in 1973, you lectured at several universities. Following in your 
footsteps, we had over four thousand students visit the temple this past year. They chanted the mahä-
mantra and got prasädam, in addition to hearing a presentation of Kåñëa consciousness by seasoned 
school preachers like Bhaktinidhi Prabhu. This year our movement was also a subject of a publication 
by the leading Scandinavian researcher in new religious movements. When, oh when, will scholars 
nally distinguish you from the miscellaneous assortment of tantrics, bogus yogis, and witch doctors 
who mislead the innocent public in the name of religion?

A harinäma party goes out at least once a week, often with books and prasädam. We had a glorious 
Ratha-yäträ last July on a beautiful sunny Saturday, with over two hundred devotees chanting and danc-
ing as police escorted them through the center city.

A signicant move this year was that the government approved ISKCON Stockholm’s application to 
formally register as a religious organization. Tapasya Prabhu, the temple president, is spokesman for 
the board, which manages the local assets, including the new Brahmakund property, where thirty con-
gregational members reside. The government’s integration department also invited us to set up a book 
table at their annual forum last fall. With the help of the BBT we were able to display your Bhagavad-gétä 
As It Is in many languages in an impressive display, which the conference participants appreciated as a 
colorful contribution to the variety of the convention.

The ISKCON Stockholm theater troupe, directed by Bhakta Dag, performed eight devotional dramas 
at festivals over the last year. Brähmaëas at the temple have also performed a number of saàskära 
functions on behalf of the families in our congregation.

Lastly, the boutique, managed by Paraàgatä Däsé, has steadily contributed to the temple nances 
and is an attractive feature of Hare Krishna Center, selling, among other things, your books, which have 
recently been made available for sale on line, thanks to Govinda Nandiné Däsé.

As a benediction, we ask that you guide us in making progress in devotional service to Lord Kåñëa 
and that we may particularly learn the transcendental art of chanting Hare Kåñëa while striving to avoid 
offenses.

Your servants at ISKCON Stockholm, Sweden.

(written by Yogéndra Däsa)
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Sydney 
Dear Çréla Prabhupäda,

 nama oà viñëu-pädäya kåñëa-preñöhäya bhü-tale
 çrémate bhaktivedänta-sväminn iti nämine

 namas te särasvate deve gaura-väëé-pracäriëe 
 nirviçeña-çünyavädi-päçcätya-deça-täriëe

Vyäsa-püjä always poses challenges. What tack to take this year? A poem perhaps, or should we stick 
to prose; I think a poem, but free-verse or formulaic? Then, should I go for deep, or just rhymingly cute; of 
course it must be sincere, a paean of praise, no hyperbole, a little sugary is ne, never cheesy though; pure 
glorication, or meaningful message? Do we reveal our heart and mind, or just stick to tried and true? Do 
we banalize, analyze, theorize or criticize? Should we report, “tell it as it is,” or just play it safe? Conserva-
tive or controversial, serious or sweet, subjectively me, or objectively you—decisions, decisions.

There once was a man who, following his master,
Executed the plan—world saved from disaster.
So the story got told of Çré Mahäprabhu,
With limbs of gold and love so true.
Thus was replaced, with spiritual solution,
The despair being traced by worldly illusion.
Not evolution, was the message told,
But revolution of heart and soul.
We heard, and thought that this made sense.
So we joined and fought—the result was immense.
But in the Kali Age, nothing’s so easy.
Even for a sage, things get sleazy.
Truth and justice retreat, in hypocrisy mired;
Revolution in defeat, and bureaucracy admired.
Poor comment, it seems, on those we thought
Had disciplic dreams and were Prabhupäda taught.
Whatever the start, it’s become a doleful dirge,
And the sadness of heart is difcult to purge.
Yet still we hope, for what else to do?
Save Prabhupäda’s rope, nought to cling to.
Oh saddened rhymes, oh silent rage,
Is it the times, or just old age?
So many lives, and so much lost;
Can the ideals of youth still carry the cost?
No matter . . . 
Death does arrive, either sooner or late.
Who then will survive in a spiritual state?
Who will care then what is happening now
Among little men that each other endow?
Now come what may, please let me be blessed,
With this prayer that I pray, the shelter of the best.

The devotees and friends of ISKCON Sydney, Australia.

(written by Ätmäräma Däsa)
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Taipei 
Our dearmost Çréla Prabhupäda,

Please accept our most humble obeisances. All glories to Your Divine Grace! 
On the occasion of your Vyäsa-püjä celebration, we devotees in Taipei want to express our eternal 

gratitude for the wonderful gifts you have been bestowing upon us. Every day we see our lives unfold 
in Kåñëa consciousness due to the expert guidance we have been receiving directly from you, either 
through your books or from your dedicated followers, who mold their lives according to these teachings. 
Life in this misdirected and chaotic society becomes meaningful only when we adhere to your divine 
instructions. Chanting the Hare Kåñëa mahä-mantra and following the teachings in your books constitute 
the only panacea and hope in this confused society.

Chinese people in Taiwan, due to ancient traditions rooted mostly in Taoism and Buddhism, tend to 
be indifferent to philosophies that advocate the existence of a personal God. Nevertheless, the dedi-
cated efforts of all the devotees here are attracting more and more conditioned souls in this country 
to the wonderful process of Kåñëa consciousness so carefully crafted by Your Divine Grace. Once they 
sincerely study your books and hear the holy names of the Lord, their hearts become deeply affected by 
this science of the soul, and gradually they become very convinced about the existence of the Absolute 
Truth as the Supreme Person. 

It is always with great awe and happiness that we witness how the combined effects of three very pow-
erful purifying agents—the saìkértana of the holy names of the Lord, the Vaiñëava philosophy contained 
in your books, and Lord Kåñëa’s prasädam—eradicate all misconceptions and misgivings from the hearts 
of sincere souls. Purity is the only force that can infallibly pull us out of the miseries of this Age of Kali, 
and that purity can be achieved only by sincerely following the practice of bhakti given by Your Divine 
Grace and your sincere followers, as it has been handed down by the divine paramparä. Every time a 
new person comes to our programs, we feel your mercy manifested when we see the person captivated 
with genuine spiritual interest and displaying a face illumined with contentment.

Besides our regular weekend programs, we occasionally go on harinäma processions and participate in 
cultural events. Book distribution by the local devotees is still very much in the budding stage, although 
devotees have been encouraged to join in this activity so dear to Your Divine Grace. We believe that 
once the Taiwanese devotees become more determined and enthusiastic in preaching our philosophy, 
mainly through the distribution of your books, the impact of Kåñëa consciousness within this society 
will be felt very signicantly. Taiwan has long been very open to all religious societies, and therefore we 
have no difculty from the authorities here. Now we have a very urgent need to nd a more dignied 
place to represent the Society you have created to distribute Lord Caitanya’s mercy. We sincerely pray 
to the Lord and seek your blessings so we may have the proper determination and resourcefulness to 
achieve this much-cherished goal very soon. 

Thank you very much, Çréla Prabhupäda, for your continuing guidance and protection of our devotional 
lives. All glories to Your Divine Grace!

Your humble servants in Taipei, Taiwan.

(written by Kåñëa-Baladeva Däsa)
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Tallahassee
Dear Çréla Prabhupäda,

Please accept my most humble obeisances at your divine lotus feet, the shelter that delivered me from 
the most miserable material existence. 

There is no one is this world who could have delivered me but you, Çréla Prabhupäda. Your mercy 
is your great kindness on me and all the conditioned souls of this world. Such a fool was I that I did 
not understand your kindness and my total lack of qualication to receive it. Now I look back and can 
condently say that my choosing the path of your mercy, a path not often traveled by the conditioned 
souls, has made all the difference in my life. You have given me direct and easy access to the highest goal 
of life, though the rarity and value of this gift have gradually been revealed like a lotus ower opening to 
the morning light. The sacrices you made physically to establish your mission are amazing, but your 
sacrice of leaving the shelter and bliss of Våndävana-dhäma is even more amazing. So I must conclude 
that selessly serving the order of guru and making all sacrices, as you did, must provide the greatest 
bliss and satisfaction. 

Please bless me so that I may become t and able to share you kindness with other conditioned souls, 
more and more. This I know will please you and bring me even closer to your lotus feet. What a most 
relishable and rare treat this will be! My skill and expertise in preaching are very much lacking, so I pray 
to you to please bless me with the knowledge and ability to be a qualied and expert preacher so that 
I can serve you more and more. Without your mercy, I have really nothing of value. With your mercy, I 
become a rare and valuable jewel in the service of Kåñëa. 

Thank you again and again, Çréla Prabhupäda.

Your servants at ISKCON Tallahassee, Florida, USA.

(written by Raméya Däsa)

Tokyo
 nama oà viñëu-pädäya kåñëa-preñöhäya bhü-tale
 çrémate bhaktivedänta-sväminn iti nämine

 namas te särasvate deve gaura-väëé-pracäriëe 
 nirviçeña-çünyavädi-päçcätya-deça-täriëe

Dear Çréla Prabhupäda,
Recently I watched a new series of DVDs about Your Divine Grace produced by your wonderful disciple 

Yadubara Däsa. The lms, documenting your pastimes, are accompanied by the personal recollections 
of your condential servants who were personally present to witness Your Divine Grace as you master-
fully  inundated the Western world with the ocean of the holy name of Kåñëa.

Your disciples describe your sublime and captivating character in loving detail. Hearing your glories 
coming from the mouths the fortunate souls who were present with you and were directly touched by your 
merciful glance reminds me of a verse that echoes your disciples’ descriptions of your sublime devotional 
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qualities. In Çrémad-Bhägavatam 11.11.29–32, Lord Kåñëa elucidates the qualities of pure devotees: 

O Uddhava, a saintly person is merciful and never injures others. Even if others are aggressive 
he is tolerant and forgiving toward all living entities. His strength and meaning in life come from 
the truth itself, he is free from all envy and jealousy, and his mind is equal in material happiness 
and distress. Thus, he dedicates his time to work for the welfare of all others. His intelligence is 
never bewildered by material desires, and he has controlled his senses. His behavior is always 
pleasing, never harsh and always exemplary, and he is free from possessiveness. He never en-
deavors in ordinary, worldly activities, and he strictly controls his eating. He therefore always 
remains peaceful and steady. A saintly person is thoughtful and accepts Me as his only shelter. 
Such a person is very cautious in the execution of his duties and is never subject to supercial 
transformations, because he is steady and noble, even in a distressing situation. He has conquered 
over the six material qualities-namely hunger, thirst, lamentation, illusion, old age and death. He 
is free from all desire for prestige and offers honor to others. He is expert in reviving the Kåñëa 
consciousness of others and therefore never cheats anyone. Rather, he is a well-wishing friend 
to all, being most merciful. Such a saintly person must be considered the most learned of men. 
He perfectly understands that the ordinary religious duties prescribed by Me in various Vedic 
scriptures possess favorable qualities that purify the performer, and he knows that neglect of 
such duties constitutes a discrepancy in one’s life. Having taken complete shelter at My lotus 
feet, however, a saintly person ultimately renounces such ordinary religious duties and worships 
Me alone. He is thus considered to be the best among all living entities.

One of your divine qualities that particularly stands out to me, and which I heard reiterated again and 
again by devotees on the DVDs, is that you made everyone feel safe and certain in your divine association. 
Devotees said things like this: “When I saw or heard Prabhupäda, I felt safe, that everything was okay, 
because Prabhupäda was so certain. His conviction was so strong. All anxiety just melted away in his 
presence.” I also felt this sense of safety when I was blessed by your vapu. I still feel the same relief from 
fear and doubt as soon as I read one line from your books, hear one of your lectures, see your picture, 
or remember one of your pastimes. Çréla Prabhupäda, you are satya-sära: your strength and meaning in 
life come from the truth itself.  Jévera svarüpa haya—kåñëera nitya-däsa.

We prostrate our selves at your lotus feet and humbly beg to be the servants of your servants, life 
after life.

Your servants at New Gayä dhäma, Tokyo, Japan.

Tripura
My dear spiritual master Çréla Prabhupäda,

Please accept my humble obeisances under the divine dust of your lotus feet.
I rst saw you when you came to Paris in 1973 for the installation of Çré Çré Rädhä-Paris-éçvara. I was 

again fortunate to get your divine darçana in 1974, in Germany, and also in Sweden when you delivered 
a wonderful lecture at Uppsala University. There you defeated an arrogant guest who asked you what 
class you belonged to. You humbly replied that you were fth class and were a servant of the other 
four. Every devotee and guest present applauded you for your pure humility, and at the end you said, 
“If you do not know who is God, then you take it from me, and I say that Kåñëa is God!” Again everyone 
applauded. It was a wonderful experience to be in your association there. 
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I saw you again in 1976, at the New Mäyäpur rural community in France, shortly after  the purchase of 
the magnicent castle, at the installation of the Deities of Çré Çré Gaura-Nitäi and Çré Çré Kåñëa-Balaräma. 
In your class you spoke of the need to make new brähmaëas; that was the duty of the leaders of our 
Society, ISKCON. Afterward, when the devotees were sitting together taking prasädam, you mercifully 
looked down upon them from the balcony and cried in great happiness to see all of us the fallen souls 
taking shelter in your movement and honoring prasädam. 

Çréla Prabhupäda, by your divine mercy you provide complete shelter for us all. Lord Caitanya is 
known as the most municent incarnation because He gave kåñëa-prema to millions when He preached 
all over India. But you, Çréla Prabhupäda, preached all over the world, purifying the entire planet with 
the sublime glories of the holy name. How magnanimous you are! 

Here in Çrédhäm Mäyäpur, many devotees are relishing the loving devotional atmosphere in different 
ways—by talking among themselves, performing kértana, and relishing  the fully satisfying, wonderful 
sight of the Deities. This ISKCON society you created is simply meant for preaching the glories of the 
holy name and distributing transcendental books to all and everyone. No one is excluded from this Kåñëa 
consciousness movement. It is full of mercy and has descended from the spiritual world.

Someone once asked you, “Swamiji, can you perform a miracle?” 
You pointed to all the devotees sitting nearby and said, “These are my miracles.” Yes, you had miracu-

lously transformed ignorant souls into devotees striving for pure love for Kåñëa.
Çréla Prabhupäda, you are so great. We are all indebted to you for your transcendental gifts, eternally. 

Today we celebrate the most blessed event, your divine appearance in this fallen, dark world, where 
you gave the light of transcendental knowledge by speaking always of the Bhagavad-gétä and Çrémad-
Bhägavatam, and of everything related to Kåñëa. You said that without preaching, all is rubbish, and 
therefore you taught us to combine together for the printing and distribution of millions of your books 
everywhere, and in this way to become transcendentally happy. 

Ebe yaça ghuñuk tribhuvana: your glories will spread throughout the three worlds, forever. Thank you, 
Çréla Prabhupäda.

May I remain always attached to the dust of you divine lotus feet. Please bless all the devotees of 
Tripura. Hare Kåñëa.

Your servants in Tripura, India.

(written by  Durgama Däsa)

Tucson
Dear Çréla Prabhupäda,

Please accept our humble obeisances. All glories to you, our lord and master!
Although we feel unqualied to properly honor Your Divine Grace, your kindness is such that you 

mercifully accept any sincere offering placed at your lotus feet. 
Çréla Prabhupäda, you have so many heroic disciples, granddisciples, and other sincere followers who 

glorify you by opening magnicent temples, holding grand festivals, making new devotees, distributing 
your books, and spreading the holy name far and wide. Without being inspired by your love, how is it 
possible for anyone to perform such feats? Lord Kåñëa states in the Bhagavad-gétä (6.30), “For one who 
sees Me everywhere and sees everything in Me, I am never lost, nor is he ever lost to Me.” Similarly, 
because you are present in your instructions, we are able to see your love manifest everywhere and in 
everything around us through your devoted servants. By becoming the servant of your servants, we 
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also experience your love showering down upon us. 
Through your mercy, Çréla Prabhupäda, the door to the treasure house of love of God is opening 

wider every day. Recently we began to once again study The Nectar of Devotion, your translation of 
Çréla Rüpa Gosvämé’s Bhakti-rasämåta-sindhu. In one famous lecture at the Çré Çré Rädhä-Dämodara 
temple in Våndävana during Kärttika of 1972, you said, “If you read Nectar of Devotion regularly and 
try to understand this, you are associating with Çréla Rüpa Gosvämé directly.” How amazing it is that 
the most fallen are being introduced to the most exalted Rüpa Gosvämé, an intimate servant of Çrématé 
Rädhäräëé! And how amazing it is that you, an intimate servant of Çréla Rüpa Gosvämé, have given us 
your direct association! By your inspiration we are churning the ocean of love of God by studying the 
many important writings of countless great äcäryas. Immersed in the nectar of the holy name, we forget 
all problems and taste real happiness. 

Çréla Prabhupäda, your blessings are boundless! As we contemplate these incomparable gifts, our 
hearts ll with gratitude and we are inspired to serve your mission with enthusiasm. Our humble appeal 
to you on this most blessed appearance day of Your Divine Grace is to please help us constantly chant 
the holy name of the Lord, have His beautiful form xed in our minds throughout each day, and always 
serve the Vaiñëavas with love and care. 

Please accept this simple poem as a small offering of glorication submitted for your pleasure. Thank 
you, Çréla Prabhupäda, for continuously pouring the mercy of Çré Caitanya Mahäprabhu upon us all. 

Çréla Prabhupäda, the world’s greatest friend.
Çréla Prabhupäda, your glories never end.
Çréla Prabhupäda, we bow our heads to you
Because you gave us the precious gift of Çré Mahäprabhu.

Always assured that Kåñëa gives a hand,
We know that all we have to do is follow your command.
Though others may have a different point of view,
Çréla Prabhupäda, our hearts belong to you.

Such a special personality can hardly be found,
So we come together once again to loudly resound,
“Jaya Prabhupäda! Jaya Çréla Prabhupäda!
“Jaya Prabhupäda! Jaya Çréla Prabhupäda!”

Your servants at the Chaitanya Cultural Center in Tucson, Arizona, USA.

(written by Gaìgämantré Däsa)

Vånda-kuëòa 
 nama oà viñëu-pädäya kåñëa-preñöhäya bhü-tale
 çrémate bhaktivedänta-sväminn iti nämine

 namas te särasvate deve gaura-väëé-pracäriëe 
 nirviçeña-çünyavädi-päçcätya-deça-täriëe
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My dear Çréla Prabhupäda,
We present this wonderful project of Vånda-kuëòa as an offering at the lotus feet of all your follow-

ers. I was talking to Govinda Däsé one day and she told me that one time in Våndävana she was singing 
“Våndävana-dhäma-ké jaya! Våndävana-dhäma-ké jaya!” You asked her, “So, do you like Våndävana?” 

She answered, “Oh, Çréla Prabhupäda, I love Våndävana!” You smiled brightly and leaned toward her 
as if to conde something to her and said, “I also love Våndävana.”

Unfortunately, the advances of Kali-yuga have made the material covering over the dhäma quite thick. 
But at Vånda-kuëòa the devotees are nding the peace and beauty of Vraja. Many are appreciating it 
very much. They can come here, take darçana, do kértana, read, chant, and take prasädam without 
anyone bothering them. And our püjärés make such wonderful prasädam that all the devotees praise it 
profusely.

Now so many owers are growing in a place that was very barren before. I always encourage the 
devotees to pick as many owers as they can to take back to the ladies who are making garlands in your 
very dear Çré Çré Kåñëa-Balaräma Mandir.

O Çréla Prabhupäda, you were the one who made Tulasé and Våndävana famous all over the world. So 
it is very tting that this project has come to your lotus feet. I have no hope to do any direct service to 
your divine self; my only hope is that if I render service to your followers you will be pleased with me. 
This is my only hope.

Many times devotees ask me what is my service, and I tell them it is to make sure that no one ever 
forgets Våndävana. Thank you for engaging me in this wonderful service.

Çré Våndävana-dhäma-ké jaya!
Çré Våndä Devé-ké jaya!
Revealer of the holy dhäma Çréla Prabhupäda-ké jaya!

Your humble servants at Vånda-kuëòa, Våndävana, India.

(written by  Deena Bandhu Däsa)

Våndävana
 nama oà viñëu-pädäya kåñëa-preñöhäya bhü-tale
 çrémate bhaktivedänta-sväminn iti nämine

 namas te särasvate deve gaura-väëé-pracäriëe 
 nirviçeña-çünyavädi-päçcätya-deça-täriëe

Our dear Çréla Prabhupäda,
Please accept our humble obeisances. All glories to Your Divine Grace!
You have given us a sublime service: to reside here in Çré Våndävana-dhäma and serve Their Lordships 

Çré Çré Gaura-Nitäi, Çré Çré Kåñëa-Balaräma, and Çré Çré Rädhä-Çyämasundara. We derive our strength from 
you, and only by your desire will our attempts be successful.

To material vision, Çré Våndävana-dhäma appears like any other place where the threefold miseries 
known as ädhibhautika-, ädhidaivika-, and ädhyätmika- kleça reign without mercy and all living entities 
suffer birth, death, old age, and disease. Why is this place so revered and gloried in all Vedic scrip-
tures? In this most sacred of all holy dhämas, Bhagavän Çré Kåñëa enjoys pastimes with His intimate 
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devotees. Indeed, if one who wants to learn how to love and serve Kåñëa must study how the residents 
of Våndävana worship Him.

Çréla Prabhupäda, you instructed us to approach the holy dhäma very cautiously, for although any 
service rendered here is multiplied one thousand times, so is any offense. When you introduced us to 
Çré Våndävana-dhäma you instructed us to approach it with great awe and reverence, warning us that 
although it is a place of spontaneous love, we should not become too familiar with the dhäma and thereby 
becoming negligent and commit offense. We are here for Kåñëa’s pleasure. Kåñëa is the most pure, and 
so is His holy dhäma. Please purify us and empower us to abide by your teachings. We can know Çré 
Våndävana-dhäma only through you.

*   *   *

The holy name resounds throughout the day and night;
    Your temple welcomes all pilgrims with an awesome sight
Of our beautiful Lordships in Their magnicent form,
    Who grace all souls wandering in, seeking shelter from Mäyä’s storm.
It is raging outside, where Kali-yuga has fast caught hold; 
    Still your mission pushes on, and your books are being sold.

*   *   *

Lord Vämanadeva poked a hole in the universe with His lotus toe. Thus the Ganges waters poured 
forth to bathe and purify all planetary systems. In the same way, your books cracked the walls of the 
universe, descending from the spiritual world to bathe anyone who comes in contact with them in direct 
mercy and pure knowledge of the Lord.

Many different kinds of devotees travel from all over the world to take darçana of your beloved Dei-
ties here in Våndävana. They pray very intimately to develop their relationship with the Lord. Many 
devotees come to be with you at your samädhi, which is dear to everyone and protected and cared for 
by your stalwart disciples and followers. We know you are with us, Çréla Prabhupäda, for how could we 
go on without you? Our lives are based on your sacred words and instructions.

Çréla Prabhupäda, you were a revolutionary and a visionary who spoke the truth, afraid of nothing. You 
would not compromise with ignorance and knew well how to enthuse us all. We, as your followers, should 
not be afraid to take up the sword of knowledge and slash down the rotting decay of ignorance. We must 
start with ourselves. How far are we willing to go? Are we willing to go all the way, back to Godhead?

*   *   *
We had never known before, the hope of a distant shore;
    Then you opened our hearts, cleansing us to the core.
Lord Caitanya’s mission placed in your precious care,
    Delivering kåñëa-prema to the world, though unaware, 
How His holy name would spread afar and Mäyä’s web thus tear—
    Savior of the fallen, all this your bold declare. 

We must follow your legacy with uncompromising determination,
    Giving up what we know to be destructive to self-realization.
And begin with our own hearts, rooting out desire
    For prot, fame, and adoration, draining our spiritual re.

You are the captain of our ship and guide us across the sea,
    Having picked us up from the dregs of material society,
A revolutionary who smashed the codes of mundane civilization;
    With the shinning light of knowledge, you gave us all salvation.

*   *   *



H
om

ages from
ISKC

O
N

 C
enters

199



Çr
é V

yä
sa

-p
üj

ä 
20

08
20

0

Äcärya means he who shows the way by treading the path himself. Everything you did was a lesson 
for all mankind. Please empower us to act in all things to please you, as you act in every way only to 
please Kåñëa. Though we are most unqualied servants, you have entrusted us with guardianship of the 
dhäma. This is a grave responsibility. We must follow a standard of devotional service that is approved 
by you, being honest with ourselves and humble in our dealings. This humility is not weakness, for it 
is based on the strength of our Kåñëa consciousness and faith in your words. Please help us become 
worthy of this task. Adherence to your teachings and instructions without deviation is the only way we 
will be able to serve Kåñëa and serve Çré Vrindavana-dhäma.

We are your faithful followers and survive only on your mercy.

Your humble servants at Çré Çré Kåñëa-Balaräma Mandir, Çré Våndävana-dhäma, India.

(written by Samapriyä-devé Däsé)

Yogyakarta 
 nama oà viñëu-pädäya kåñëa-preñöhäya bhü-tale
 çrémate bhaktivedänta-sväminn iti nämine

 namas te särasvate deve gaura-väëé-pracäriëe 
 nirviçeña-çünyavädi-päçcätya-deça-täriëe

Dear Çréla Prabhupäda,
On this auspicious day of your Vyäsa-püjä celebration, please accept our most humble obeisances at 

your lotus feet. 
Çréla Prabhupäda, one year has passed since your last Vyäsa-püjä celebration, and to be honest, we 

feel as if time has moved too fast, leaving us with not so many important things we can report to you 
concerning how we have improved our devotional service to Lord Kåñëa. But the presence of Their 
Lordships Çré Çré Rädhä-Çyämasundara at our äçrama since April 23, 2007, surely has increased our 
enthusiasm in preaching the holy name of the Lord. They give us hope, courage, and determination to 
practice our daily devotional service, although we have limitations of time, being full-time students at 
various schools and universities here in Yogyakarta.

Recently, more and more college students and other academic people from various religious backgrounds 
have been coming in contact with our preaching activities. As we have mentioned before, Vedic culture 
is very strong here and is still being practiced by many Indonesian people today, although now they are 
not sharing their Hindu beliefs anymore. Thus, an academic presentation of Vaiñëava teachings through 
cultural dialogs and sharing is one approach we want to develop and maintain here in Yogyakarta. We 
realize, of course, that it takes time to see the results we desire.

Çréla Prabhupäda, our humble request is that you please kindly be merciful to us. Always guide us. 
especially through our spiritual master, your senior disciples, and other senior Vaiñëavas. May Çré Çré 
Rädhä-Çyämasundara always protect our bhakti creeper, and may your wonderful pastimes become our 
source of inspiration in our efforts to nurture that creeper.

Çréla Prabhupäda-ké jaya!

 Your humble servants at Näräyaëa Småti Ashram, Yogyakarta, Indonesia.

(written by Sürya Locana Däsa) 


